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GREECE EAGERLY RECEIVES THE WORD 


The following report, by the 
itinerant missionaries of the Amer- 
ican Mission to Greeks, Emman- 
uel and Georgia Papadopoulos, 
will thrill your souls. It is their ac- 
count of how one man’s gift of a 
quantity of Bibles through the 
Mission was abundantly blessed of 
God. 

“The first of these Bibles we 
gave to a newly born-again soul, 
a tubercular patient in the sanitar- 
ium. He had prayed without ceas- 
ing for a Bible and when we fin- 
ally brought him one, he cried 
out, ‘Lord, I thank You for having 
answered my prayer!’ He took the 
Bible in his hands and hugged it 
to him. You should have seen the 
joy on his face. 

“Another of these Bibles was 
given to the Assistant Director of 
the police station. He had been 
thrilled with the hearing of the 
simple Gospel message and many 

. times confessed that if the truth of 
the Gospel were widely preached 
in Greece, our nation would have 
no need of policemen. When he 
received his Bible, his joy was 
great indeed. Please pray for him 
as he endeavors to tell others of 
the saving grace of the Lord. 

“Among our neighbors are a 
husband and wife whom we had 
visited and brought the message of 
the Gospel. Then we asked them 
whether they would like us to 
hold a Gospel meeting in their 
home, and it was after we held the 
first Gospel meeting that we pre- 
sented them with a Bible. We told 
them that this was a gift from God 
through His servants in America. 
They said, “This Bible will occupy 
the first place in our home and in 
our lives. -But the pret yes in 
Heaven will be occupied by the 
donors of this great gift for our 
thirsty souls.’ The husband and 
wife have been born again and are 
constantly growing in the know- 
ledge of Christ. 

“One of these Bibles the Lord 
meant to go into the hands of a 
law student. This dear man had 
been led astray previously by the 
doctrines of the Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses. We praise God, however, 
that as a result of our contact he 
has been liberated from error. 

“A young boy of 12 was saved 
some time ago and is extremely 
zealous in the distribution of 
tracts. A young man whom he 
reached told us how he had long 


been searching for the truth. The little 
missionary brought him to our home 
and there we gave him a Bible. He im- 
mediately became so absorbed in read- 
ing it that he did not notice when we 
eft the room for prayer. On our return 
a half-hour later, we found him with 
tears streaming down his cheeks. 
‘Please do forgive me for getting so ab- 
sorbed in the reading of this Book,’ he 
said. ‘It was because of my great eager- 
ness to learn what it says concerning 
my soul and its need of a Saviour. For 
a long time I have been eager to have 
a Bible in Modern Greek, but was too 
poor to buy one. I prayed that God 
would lead me to someone who could 
show me the way to Him. The religion 
that we have been taught by the Greek 
Orthodox faith has been so removed 
from the real teaching of the Bible 
that it leaves us empty. I praise God 
that He heard my prayer and led me 
here to find the Way, the Truth and 
the Life in Jesus Christ.’ 


“We sent several Bibles to the island 
of Spinaloga, a completely isolated 
rocky island where several hundred 
lepers live. Here are some excerpts 
from their letters: “We were deeply 
moved when we received the Bibles 
that you sent us. Nothing else could 
bring the comfort that the Bible does 
in this place of great seen | Please, 
our brother, convey our heartfelt grati- 
tude to the donors of the Bibles and 
tell them we are praying for them.’ At 
the Leper Colony of Athens we also 
distributed a few Bibles and the joy 
of those receiving them was very great, 
indeed. They promised that they 
would read the Word and introduce it 
to the other lepers. They especially 
like to read the Book of Job and com- 
pare their lot with his. 

“Some of the Bibles have gone to 
Korea to the soldiers of the Greek bat- 
talion there. We wish we had more 
Bibles to send to them, as they show 
great eagerness to read God’s Word. 

“We have in Greece a dear invalid 
missionary by the name of George 
Galanakis who is constantly on a bed 
of affliction. His room, however, has 
become a real Gospel center and many 
whom he leads to the Lord beg him for 
Bibles. We gave him a few for the 
hungry souls who come to him, but 
how we wished they could have been 
more. Please pray for him and do all 
you can to supply him with the Bibles 
that he needs. 

“During a voyage to Crete, we met 
the second officer of the steamship 
‘Kolokotronis,’ and he eagerly listened 
as we spoke to him of the Gospel. As 


time went on, he became a real 
student of the Word of God. We’ 
had _ given him a New Testa- 
ment, but abe emg time . 
he saw us for a whole Bible A few 

days ago we visited him on the 

boat and gave him what he longed 

for. ‘This will be the compass of 

my life,’ he declared with great 

joy. ‘I will place it near the com- 

pass of the ship, and as the one 

shows me the way the boat should 

go, the other will show me the 

way to Heaven.’ 


“Over the years we have sown 
the Gospel seed faithfully in the 
Orphanage of St. Barbara. Three 
of the children now grown to 
young manhood visited our home 
the other day, and we presented 
thern with Bibles. They accepted 
with great joy, and one of them 
said, ‘Ever since we were little we 
remember your coming to the 
Orphanage with little gifts of 
candy, and you told us when we 
grew up that you would give us a 
Bible. We are so happy that the 
wonderful moment has come for 
us to possess this great treasure. 
We praise God that He did not 
leave us alone to follow the way 
of sin, but that He sent you to 
lead us in the way of life.’ 


“The Lord is greatly blessing 
our visits to different homes. One 
dear lady who was a fanatical and 
superstitious Greek Orthodox 
used to keep a light corer be- 
fore her shelf of pictures of the 
saints. You will be glad to know 
that today on the shelf formerly 
occupied by idols there is a well- 
used copy of the Bible. It is you 
beloved ern who sent this Bible 
and God will bless you for it. How 
we praise God for this ministry of 
distributing His Word throughout 
the length and breadth of the 
land.” EMANUEL AND 

GEORGIA PAPADOPOULOS 
Note: We hope you have been greatly 
blessed by reading this missionary report. 
This is just a partial record of the Bibles 
sent by one individual. What would hap- 
pen if we had more? We have the op- 

rtunity of getting 1,000 Bibles in 

reece at just $1.00 each, and New Testa- 
ments at 5 for $1.00. Who knows what 
miracles the Bible you help to provide 
for Greece may accomplish? If you wish 
to know more about. Greece, write and 
ask for your free copy of the diary of the 
Second Missionary Journey to Greece of 
the Rev. Spiros iates, General Secre- 
tary of the American Mission to Greeks, 
Inc., Dept. E, P. O. Box 423, New York 
36, N. Y. (In Canada, write to 90 Duplex 
Ave., Toronto 7, Ontario. 
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CONSIDER TEAM’S ONCE-IN-A-LIFETIME RADIO OPPORTUNITY 


URGENTLY NEEDED NOW 


Men and women who 


.- - love the Lord Jesus 
--- hate and fear Communism 


Never a need was more urgent 
— never an opportunity more 
dramatically timed than this! 
After long negotiations with the 
ROK government, The Evan- 
gelical Alliance Mission has ob- 
tained a license to erect in Seoul, 
Korea, a twenty thousand watt 
long-wave broadcasting station 
which will beam the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ in the languages 
and dialects of Asia into the very 
heart of the Iron Curtain coun- 
tries. 

The only lasting antidote to 
Communism is the Person of 
Jesus Christ. Yet millions sit in 
tragic ignorance of His Salvation 
in China, Manchuria, Mongolia, 
Siberia and North Korea because 
Communism has closed these 
lands to the missionaries of the 
cross. 

TEAM missionary Tom 
Watson, Jr., converted Florida 
radio station operator, took his 


- +e want the blessing of sacrificial giving 


plan for a high-powered Gospel 
Broadcasting Station to Syng- 
man Rhee and the Korean 
President said, “I will do every- 
thing I can to help you. This radio 
station is needed not only for the 
preaching of the gospel in Korea 
but also to fight Communism 
throughout the Orient.” 


Now, as all of the Orient 
stands at a crossroad of decision, 
the door has been opened for the 
immediate construction of this 
powerful gospel witness. Trained, 
experienced Christian men are 
ready to give their lives and 
careers for this challenging minis- 
try. But we are entirely depend- 
ent upon the immediate and 
sacrificial giving of God’s people 
in America. $100,000 is needed at 
once in order that high-fidelity 
equipment may be purchased 
and construction begun immedi- 
ately — or else the opportunity 
will be gone forever. 


_ This is a direct and an urgent appeal. As you 
read it, we are praying that God will touch your 
heart. Will you ask His guidance — and then 
respond generously and promptly as He leads? 


“To give light to them that 
sit in darkness and in the 
shadow of death.’’ — Luke 1:79 





Gifts should be sent to TEAM office in Chicago, designated 
KOREA RADIO. Tax deductible receipts will be mailed promptly. 


THE EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE MISSION 


2839 W. Mclean Ave. EY3 


Chicago 47, Ill. 


*send for our free “Opportunity Map” of the Far East 
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BISHOP BERGGRAV WRITES 

A great surprise! Thank you! But with 
some reservation: I can’t accept the honor, 
because it is quite undeserved, as all honor 
of this world mostly is. 

My feeling toward “the Book” is unre- 
stricted gratitude. (By the way: a friend 
just today wrote me: How can the words in 
the Bible know what I precisely need 
today?). 

Please remember me respectfully to your 
Chief, Dr. Barnhouse, and tell him that a 
child far away in Norway got a Christmas 
gift from him-and became humiliated—and 
happy. 

Cordially yours in Christ, 
(Bishop) Eivind Berggrav 
Oslo, Norway 


THE BALFOUR DECLARATION— 

In reading your “Survey of 1954,” (EtTrr- 
NITY, Jan., 1955, p. 4) to which I always 
look forward with anticipation, I was puz- 
zled and disappointed in coming across the 
statement, “Britain was prosperous until 
she broke her pledged word to Israel. Lord 
Balfour had made the declaration which 
promised to restore Israel after World 
War I.” 

I am in hearty agreement with you in 
your setting forth the principle that they 
who set themselves against Israel shall dash 


(Continued on page 35) 





SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 








Mar. 1-6, Evanston Baptist Church, Cincinnati, 
Ohio; Mar. 13-20, First Baptist Church, Massillon, 
Ohio; Mar. 27-31, Arlington Street Baptist 
Church, Akron, Ohio. 


ROBERT R. FRITSCH 


Mar. 1-6, Moravian Church, Lititz, Pa.; Mar. 
18-19, Congregational Christian Church, Lewis- 
burg, Pa.; Mar. 29, Windsor Avenue Bible 
Church, Oceanside, Long Island, N. Y. 


WILLIAM A. MIEROP 


Mar. 5, Clementon Community Church, Clemen- 
ton, N. J.; Mar. 8, Presbyterian Church of 


Coatesville, Coatesville, Pa.; Mar. 10-12, Carlisle 


Bible Conference, Carlisle, Pa.; Mar. 14, 15, 
Monthly Bible Conference, Carlisle, Pa.; Mar. 
14, 15, Central Pennsylvania Bible Conference 
Assn., Altoona, Pa., Mar. 20-25, First Brethren 
Church, Johnstown, Pa., Mar. 27, Woodlynne 
Methodist Church, Woodlynne, N. J. 


RALPH L. KEIPER 


Mar. 2, 9, 16, St. Matthew’s Reformed Episcopal 
Church, Havertown, Pa.; Mar. 6, 11:00 A.M., 
The Hebrew Christian Congregation, Central 
Y.M.C.A., Philadelphia, Pa.; Mar. 13, Brookdale 
Baptist Church, Bloomfield, N. J-; Mar. 20, 
Gospel Tabernacle, New Holland, Pa.; Mar. 23, 
Baptist Temple, Fall River, Mass.; Mar. 23-27, 
Third Annual Prophetic Conference, Immanuel 
Baptist Church, Newton, Mass.; Mar. 30, St. 
Marks Reformed Episcopal Church, Frankford, Pa. 
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You and all readers of Eternity 
are cordially invited to join us on a 
. three-week trip, leisurely seeing the 
scenic wonders of our West. We will 
leave Chicago on August 2nd, and 
return August 24th. 

Scenically, America is a land of 
contrasts, with many ateas of excit- 
ing beauty, but nowhere else will you 
find the concentration of scenic 
- beauty and natural wonders that will 
be visited on this tour. 

You will visit five National Parks, 
namely, Rocky Mountain in Colo- 
rado; Zion and Bryce Canyon in 
Southern Utah; Grand Canyon in 
Northern Arizona; and Yosemite in 
California. 

Add to these, visits to such inter- 
esting cities as Denver, Salt Lake 
City, Riverside, San Diego, Los 































The Rev. Ralph L. Keiper, Contributing Editor 
ETERNITY 
1716 Spruce St., Philadelphia 3, Pa. 











Name 


join us on a tour of the 


SCENIC WEST in August 


Bryce Canyon 


Angeles and San Francisco, with a 
jaunt across the border to Tijuana, 
Mexico and you have a trip that will 
long linger in your memories. 

Whether you travel alone or with 
a companion, you'll enjoy traveling 
with a group of congenial fellow- 
Christians—you’ll feel “at home” 
with other folks all with a common 
interest. 

The Reverend Ralph L. Keiper 
will be your escort and spiritual 
leader, and Mrs. Keiper will act as 
your hostess. 

Send now for our folder giving a 
complete description and the cost of 
the trip, which includes all necessary 
expenses en route—there’s nothing 
more to pay. Do it now—and enroll 
early—reservations will be limited. 


Use the coupon or write for further information. 


Please send free folder describing your all-expense Scenic Western Tour. 








Address 

















Fisherman’s Wharf—San Francisco 
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Westlake Park—Los Angeles 





Dear Reader: 


: se publ 
“New Year's Resolution” (ETER- 
NITY, January, 1953). The first big 
test following “New Year's Resolu- 
tion” was the review of the RSV in 
the June issue. By reviewing this 
revision on the basis of its merits 
rather than through prejudice, Dr. 
Barnhouse discovered that it was not 
very popular to be fair about such 


One of the many letters received 
at that time protesting our failure 
to find the new revision “guilty by 
association” was one from a sub- 
scriber in Florida stating that in 
view of our position he could no 
longer support our radio ministry. 
We answered his letter frankly and 
he acknowledged the letter, nk- 
ing us for the reply but maintain- 
ing his position on the RSV. 

Now, more than a year later our 
Florida friend has written again— 
this time to tell us of his present 
evaluation of this ministry. He 
writes: 

“Since. my regeneration several 
years ago, I have dearly loved the 
Spirit-led study of a rightly divided 
Word, searching the Scriptures daily 
to see if man’s commentaries on it 
were so. However, I must admit that 
prior to considering Dr. Barnhouse’s 
ministry, my personal studies, 
though helping me to discern 
quickly the counterfeit in many so- 
called Christian forms of religion, 
were leaving me as Paul's ‘tinkling 
cymbals’ in that my Christian love 
had not kept pace with my faith, 
understanding, and knowledge. 
Therefore, I was ‘striving’ when | 
should have been gentle unto all 
men, meekly instructing those who 
opposed themselves (2 Tim. 2:24- 
26). 

“Hence, 1 was so blindly ‘funda- 
mental’ that my snap appraisal of 


the RSV, the NCC-WCC was not 
seasoned with mature Christian love 
and necessary scholarship. I con- 
tinually sniped at the leaven I found 
in these religious efforts as leaven- 
ing the whole, ignoring God's abil- 
ity to use the wrath of man to praise 
Him. So I am happy to attribute to 
the Spirit-directed efforts of Dr. 
Barnhouse’s work my present toler- 
ant and patient attitude toward 
controversial declarations without 
yielding one fundamental concept 
of the Bible. I certainly admire Dr. 
Barnhouse’s courage for so un- 
biased a stand. and evaluation of 
the RSV, NCC, etc., while he is so 
fundamental himself. Surely, many 
Christians have misunderstood him 
in his efforts to be fair.” 

Our ‘thanks to our friend in Flor- 
ida for this evaluation. A century 
ago, James Inglis, a Scottish teacher, 
made a wise observation to which 
we need to give heed today: “Happy 


are they who receive any testimony 


to the truth without becoming fol- 
lowers of those who are honored by 
God to bear the truth; who go past 
men to God; who are led to the 
Word of God, and not away from 
it, by all that prevailing 
error; and who neither rest their 
faith on human authority, nor bound 
their views by any human exposi- 
tions of God's truth.” When we 
have learned this we can approach 
our Christian life with a maturity 
begotten of a profound faith in 
God's Word and not what men have 
told us about it. In a forthcoming 
study in the 9th chapter of Romans, 
Dr. Barnhouse expresses it this way: 
“Many men, going no further -than 
the works of some Bible expositor, 
have been elated with the thought 
of having mastered these works; 
while the expositor, going to the 
Bible itself sees himself as a child 
on the seashore, who has picked up 
here and there a pebble, while the 
ocean lies before him, unexplored.” 
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Eternity is published by the Evangelical Foundation, Inc., a non-profit 
corporation; Paul A. Hopkins, executive secretary 
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*FAMILY NEEDS* 


POSITIONS OPEN 





Two positions are open in the editorial 
department of one of the leading evangeli- 
cal publications in the East. An editorial 
assistant is needed whose duties would in- 
clude copy reading, editorial production 
and related matters, and a secretary to the 
supervising editor. Address all inquiries 
concerning either of these positions to 
Box A, ErTerniry, 1716 Spruce St., Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 


APARTMENT WANTED 


Elderly Christian worker and wife want 
an unfurnished apartment near Philadel- 
phia, on the first or second floor, three to 
five large light rooms with private bath near 
a Reading Suburban Station, reasonable. 
$75.00 including utilities. Please reply to 
ETERNITY, 1716 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 
$, Pa. 























SECURITY 


in Your Sunset Years 


Old age can be a wonderful time of 
life—if you have inward peace. It is 
wonderful to have the peace of God 
in your heart—the assurance of salva- 
tion and the joyous anticipation of 
seeing your Saviour face to face, and 
being re-united with loved ones who 
have gone before. 
But peace at sunset depends too 
upon material security, and enough 
independence so that you do not feel 
you are a burden to others. 
New York Bible Society Annui- 
ties can help you achieve the security 
that will safeguard your peace of mind. 
Write today for full information as 
to how you may have a guaranteed 
life-time income as dependable as the 
calendar—and at the same time share 
in a great missionary enterprise. 
REV. D. J. FANT, General 
WHEW YORK BIBLE SOGIET 





NEW YORK BIBLE SOCIETY, Dept. 18 
5 East 48th Street, New York 17, N. Y. 
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_ SLICES FROM THE LOAF 


Several days ago as I was in my study 
preparing a series of lectures for my 
classes on the epistle to the Romans, my 
wife came into the room and asked me 
what I was doing. I told her I was 
gathering material from the Greek and 
Latin texts in order to make a series of 
word studies for my students. With a 
grin she replied, “Why don’t you teach 
them the English text?” 

Taking her suggestion somewhat seri- 
ously I pulled down. from a shelf the 
volume containing “L” of the Oxford 
English Dictionary and my favorite 
word study book, Skeat’s Etymological 
Dictionary of the English Language. 
The word I studied was the word 
“Lord.” From my research the following 
thought was born. 

There can be no doubt of the fact that 
the main food staple in the diet of the 
world is grain—whether it be in cakes, 
pies, spaghetti, or bread. For flour prod- 
ucts are the base of the world food sup- 
ply. What would we do without bread? 
Even those on a diet feel the need of 
bread and so the bakers have devised 
means where the many can have bread 
and have their diet, too 


What does all this have to do with 


the term “Lord?” The word means a 
ruler, master, or peer. Tracing it back 
through Middle English we have 
“louerd” or “loverd,” “u” and “v” being 
interchangeable as seen in many words 
which have been influenced by the Latin 
and the Greek. Thus our one-syllable 
word is seen to have come from a com- 
pound word which originally was two 
words. Going back to the Anglo-Saxon 
we have “hlaford” or “hlafweard.” Im- 
mediately the two root words which 
(Continued on page 35) 





THE EDITOR’S 
SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 





Donald Grey Barnhouse 
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TOYNBEE: 





A Modern Pilgrim in Progress 


A Review of the Ten-Volume “A Study of History” 


own through the centuries, from the time that man 

began to record his acts and thoughts, monumental 

works have been produced. Science, philosophy, religion, 
and psychology have been represented in these literary 
efforts. The Oxford University Press has just completed 
the publishing of Arnold J. Toynbee’s A Study of History 
which will take its place with the testaments which the 
“great knowers” of this world have left us. 

Arnold J. Toynbee is becoming a household word. Sena- 
tors and sportswriters are quoting him. He has been com- 
pared with the highest and lowest of history—with St. 
Augustine in religion and Casey Stengel in baseball. In 
scholarly circles he has become a rallying cry to a new 
faith and a battlecry to controversy. Whether we like it or 
not Toynbee is with us. 


What is a Study of History? 

Before we discuss the man and his work we ought to 
know just what a study of history is. By a study of history 
one does not mean the mere recording of events of a given 
person, people, or peoples. A study of history seeks to find a 
meaning in those events. Why do things happen? Do a 
number of events present to us a certain pattern of activity 
showing a vital relationship between events? If there is a 
pattern, does this indicate that there is an intelligent Will 
in history? Does this prove the existence of a God? May this 
pattern be the result of mechanical forces? These are ques- 
tions which a study of history involves. 


Among the meaning which philosophers have seen in the 
pattern of history, five are outstanding. St. Augustine, lean- 
ing heavily on St. Paul, believed that history is the realiza- 
tién of God’s plan for man’s salvation. Immanuel Kant sees 
in the pattern of history the working out of rationality in 
the social order, that is to say, instead of the world’s being 
ruled by the providence of God, it is being ruled by reason. 
Hegel sees in the pattern of history the self-realization of 
the world spirit in the self-realization of individual spirits 
and of nations. In the language of “hoi polloi” man’s 


By Ralph L. Keiper 


“spark of divinity” has been fanned into flame through 
human effort, the spirit which gives rise to the evangelical 
quip, “raising one’s self by his own bootstraps.” Karl Marx 
gives an economic twist to the pattern of history seeing in 
it a struggle between economic classes which eventually will 
end with the proletariat class being the victors. Oswald 
Spengler sees in the pattern of history an ever-recurring 
cycle of movement which begins in a culture and ends in a 
civilization. This is to say that “the same things have’ hap- 
pened to different people from the year one to the present— 
from Adam to the atom.” Thus Spengler becomes the 
pessimist among the optimists, believing that man, in his 
progress, has become paralyzed. 

The believer in God’s Word should be interested in the 
study of history, for each of the above views presents a 
form of salvation for man and his .world. St. Augustine 
relying on the grace of God, Kant relying on man’s use of 
his own reason, Hegel relying on the abilities of mankind 
to pull his world through its wretched meanderings, Marx 
relying on the victorious working class, all to bring about 
salvation for man. Each of these views would offer man a 
freedom: Augustine, freedom from sin; Kant, freedom from 
ignorance; Hegel, freedom from blind authority; Marx, 
freedom from economic injustice. Only Spengler sees no 
hope. “We are undone!” well might be his cry. 


What is Toynbee’s View of History? 
Where does Toynbee stand in this philosophical history 
Hall of Fame? Perhaps I am taking too much upon myself 
to place him in his niche. We shall not attempt to give him 


a permanent setting. Having read the various reviews in the 
press and magazines I have discovered that Toynbee has 


. baffled most of the reviewers. His language is not their 


language. One reviewer suggests that the literary source 
Toynbee most often quotes is the New Testament, and 
not knowing the New Testament, he is not in a position to 
understand Toynbee. Another reviewer admires Toynbee’s 
scholarship but is lost when it comes to his flights into 


“The Meaning behind the Facts of History is a Revelation of God 
and a Hope of Communion with Him,” British Scholar Declares 


6 The Bible is always new to those who know it best 
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poetic language. Incidentally, I have checked some of these 
“flights” and to this reviewer Toynbee sounds like St. 
Augustine at his best. 

Toynbee gives us his definition of the philosophy of 
history: 


“And the writer, contitiuing to speak simply for himself 
from his personal experience, would reply that he meant 
by History a vision—dim and partial, yet— (he believed) 
true to reality as far as it went of God revealing Himself 
in action to souls that were sincerely seeking Him (Acts 
17:27; John 1:18; 1 John 4:12). Since ‘no man hath seen 
God at any time’ and our clearest visions are ‘but 
broken light of Him,’ there are as many angles of vision 
as there are vocations, and the historian angle is only 
one among a number of diverse angles from which souls 
with diverse gifts and diverse experiences obtain diverse 
partial visions of God seen through diverse fractions of 
His ‘inconceivably mighty works.’ ” 


Or as Edwyn Bevan, Toynbee’s friend, expressed it to 
him, “Man’s vision of God is compared with a dog’s vision 
of his master. The dog by instinct, habit, and association 
can come to know his master in a limited manner. But to 
know him the dog has to forsake his canine nature for a 
human nature.” The implication is tremendous. Human 
nature can know God only in a limited way. Handicapped 
by sin this relative knowledge is precarious. Man needs a 
divine nature. St. Augustine found God and received it as 
he tells us in his Confessions. St. Paul did not even seek 
it, but was given it by divine grace on a Damascus road. 
Thus, in our study, we are speaking not of ‘Toynbee the 
person, but of Toynbee the historian. 


Toynbee’s Historical Quest a Search for God 

As a student of philosophy, I would place Toynbee in 
the philosophy of history’s Hall of Fame between Spengler 
and St. Augustine. Toynbee agrees with Spengler that we 
of the present are the past’s contemporaries, as well as be- 
ing contemporary to peoples of the future. Outward 
trappings may be in contrast but the souls of men, for 
good or for evil, are ever the same. Thus there is the 
cyclical feel of history. There is the sense of paralysis. 
But with St. Augustine Toynbee believes that the way out 
of man’s ever-recurring wretchedness is through religion. 
The Old and New Testament are copiously quoted. Toyn- 
bee’s study is not set in a modern social setting, a product 
of mechanical law, but is steeped in the religious atmos- 
phere of the Old Testament prophet. His work takes on 
the proportion of a morality play, with the world for his 
stage, the nations for his cast, and history for his play. 
Bunyan gave us a cameo of one pilgrim’s progress; Toyn- 
bee gives. us a mural of all the peoples of the world, as 
pilgrims in time making their slow progress to eternity. 
Bunyan’s climb was steep and rugged but the path was 
ever before him. Toynbee’s climb is equally as steep and 
rugged with the added hazard that the path is but a faint 
footprint in the underbrush. 

Toynbee himself brings the picture of Pilgrim to my 
mind. In the tenth volume of his great work he gives his 
testimony as to his role as a historian. 


“The meaning behind the facts of History toward 
which the try in the facts is leading us is a revela- 


tion of God and a hope of communion with Him; but 
in this quest for a Beatific Vision (St. Augustine's 
phrase.—Ed.) that is visible to a Communion of Saints 
we are ever in danger of being diverted from our 
search for God to a glorification of Man; and this sin 
of associating the creature with the Creator precipi- 
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tates the man-worshi into a continuing fall from 
idolatry through disillusionment to an eventual de- 
preciation of Man which is almost as excessive as the «~ 
adulation to which it is the inevitable sequel” (10:26). 


Shades of St. Paul. The worship of man diverts man from: 
the true worship of God. But man, after worshiping man 
as God, and not finding him to be God, despises him 
(Rom. 1:18-32). : 

Hear Toynbee give testimony as a modern pilgrim in 
progress, as he shows that man’s worship of man leads 
into a blind alley, a “cul de sac,” and the only outlet is 
to be found in the “irony of the Gospels.” 


“Happily man can find no rest in this cul de sac, and 
his disillusionment with his grotesquely deified Self 
drives him back into the narrow way which leadeth 
unto Life across a bridge built for him by the saving 
irony of the Gospels” (10:127—italics ours). 
Toynbee here makes reference to Matthew 7:14. He might 
have added as does the text, “. . . and few there are 
who find it.” In his intellectual pilgrimage Toynbee 
would exchange the cry of Protagoras, echoed in Plato, 
for the testimony of David. 


“Dominus illuminatio mea,’ is taken in lieu of ‘Man 
is the measure of all things.’ as Man’s key to the 
riddle of Human Life. The vanity of Man is trans- 
figured in this divine light” (10:127). 
Dominus illuminatio mea, is the Latin beginning of 
Psalm tewnty-seven, “The LORD is my light and my sal- 
vation, whom shall I fear?” Toynbee goes on and on at 
this point to show that man’s worship of man leads to 


(Continued on page 30) 
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ANXIOUS CARE 


Too many of the Lord’s people show 
their lack of trust by the manner in 
which they worry. Worry is a definite 
sin, as great a sin in the sight of God 
as uncleanness or lying. The reason that 
some people will react against this classi- 
fication is that they have adopted the 
world’s standards of judgment of sins 
instead of that which is set forth in the 
Word of God. 

Martin Luther lovingly corrected his 
wife for her tendency to worry. He had 
been away on a journey and she had 
written him that she could not sleep be- 
cause she was so concerned about him. 
His answer to her letter has come down 
to us, and it includes the following 
gentle irony: “We thank you very fondly 
for the great care for us which has pre- 
vented you from sleeping. Since the time 
you have taken this care upon you, the 
fire all but consumed us in our inn, 
breaking out outside my chamber door. 
And yesterday, no doubt in consequence 
of these cares of yours, a stone all but 
fell on our head and crushed us; in our 
room two days since, the lime and 
plaster crumbled away; for this, also, 
we should have to thank your holy care, 
if the angels had not hindered. I fear, 
lest, if thou dost not give up thine anxie- 
ties, at the length, the earth itself may 
swallow us up,.and all the elements turn 
against us.” 

But in the light of all the calamities 
which are about us in the world, the 
long lists of which fill so many pages in 
the newspapers day by day, must we not 
be concerned? The answer is that we are 
definitely commanded not to be con- 
cerned at all. We are to trust; and if we 
are trusting we are not worrying. This 
teaching from the Word of God in no 
wise indicates that a Christian shall have 
a lackadaisical attitude toward life. Far 
from it. 


8 The devil is not trying to make good men bad and bad men worse; 


The events that come to us in life 
have been planned for us by our Heav- 
enly Father. There is nothing that can 
reach us that has not already been well- 
sifted through the all-wise love of our 
God. 


What are we to do? We are to pray 
and leave our cares to God. Has He not 
said, “Casting all your care upon Him, 
for He careth for you” (1 Pet. 5:7). The 
Greek verb is one of the strongest in the 
vocabulary. It has in it the meaning of 
hurling. It contains the root of the word 
used to describe the way .the sailors 
hurled their tackle overboard in a time 
of shipwreck (Acts 27:10). They had 
thrown it overboard for good, and never 
expected to lay hands on it again. If we 
would treat our worries in this fashion 
we would be at peace. 


GRACIOUS SPEECH 


There are some commands of God, 
written in the New Testament, which 
most Christians ignore as though they 
had never been written. Among these is 
the searching word, “Let your speech 
be always with grace” (Col. 4:6). The 
revision translates it, “Let your speech 
be always gracious.” It seems to me that 
there are two things in view in this text: 
the manner of our speech and the con- 
tent. 

The opposite of “gracious” is “boor- 
ish.” The Christian ‘is always to seek 
higher and higher standards of manners. 
The Christian is not to engage in rough 
talk. The Christian is not to be impolite. 
The Christian is not to be harsh. The 
Christian is not to be extravagant in his 
language. The Christian is not to be 
loud. 

In content, gracious speech will never 
be evil. The Christian is not to gossip. 
The Christian is not to lie but always to 
tell the truth (Col. 3:9). The Christian 


is to turn away wrath by the soft answer 
(Prov. 15:1). Paul was afraid that when 
he reached Corinth he might find among 
the believers “quarreling, jealousy, anger, 
selfishness, slander, gossip, conceit, and 
disorder” (2 Cor. 12:20). The KJV trans- 
lates quarreling as “debates,” and 
slander as “backbitings.” This shows 
what the tongue of the believer is cap- 
able of. Yet God says that “The tongue * 
of the wise dispenses knowledge” (Prov. 
15:2). Must we conclude, then, that 
multitudes of Christians are not wise? 

Why is it that there is so much light- 
ness and frivolity among believers? Is 
it not’a revelation of the inner barren- 
ness of the Christian’s life? God knows 
that I am not writing against a good 
sense of humor, which is also a gift of 
God, but there must be such a balance 
that we shall be known as men and 
women of sobriety and not as those who 
are not serious. 

Those who have any part in teaching 
the Word or proclaiming the gospel 
should realize their special responsibility. 
We read, “In your teaching show in- 
tegrity, gravity, and sound speech that 
cannot be censured, so that an opponent 
may be put to shame, having nothing 
evil to say of us” (Tit. 2:7, 8). “The 
Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome 
but kindly to everyone, an apt teacher, 
forbearing, correcting his opponents 
with gentleness” (2 Tim. 2:24, 25). 

Surely the Lord Jesus Christ is the 
supreme example of one whose speech 
was gracious in manner (this is the force 
of the Greek in Luke 4:22), and in con- 
tent all grace. We are to seek day by 
day to be more like Him. 


PAUL, STEPHEN, OR? 


An unfortunate situation recently 
arose in a great church. The congrega- 
tion became divided over the minister. 
There were those who said that the con- 
gregation did not want fundamental 
teaching and there were others who 
blamed the minister. At all events, it 
seemed best.for the minister to leave for 
a new parish and for another person to 
come in and pick up the threads of the 
ministry and to carry it on for the glory 
of Christ and the edification of the 
people. 

While I was visiting in another city I 
had close fellowship with a brother in 
Christ and the situation described above 
came into our conversation. Why had 
the ministry failed? Why had the people 
risen against it? Why had a good man 
been forced to leave a fine church? My 
friend said to me, “I believe I know 
the secret of the failure of that ministry. 
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When our mutual friend first received 
a call to that church, he said to me, ‘I 
have come to this place with a determina- 
tion that I am either going to be the 


apostle Paul or Saint Stephen.’” A close . 


analysis of that phrase shows a wrong 
attitude that, of course, led ultimately to 
the ending of the ministry. 


In view of what happened and in the 
light of what I know about the congre- 
gation, I cannot accept the fact that his 
leaving the church was a martyrdom. 
There was an element in the church that 
did not wish a spiritual ministry, but 
the alternatives were not those suggested 
by the minister. In the first place, he 
did not have the gifts and abilities of 
Saint Paul. It was a foregone conclusion, 
therefore, that he would seek to be a 
martyr. The result was that his ministry 
became divisive, and in order to avoid 
a split in the church it was better for 
him to go. He was called by a funda- 
mental church where other men had laid 
a foundation that makes it possible for 
him to carry on with success, feeding the 
united people with the Word of God 
so that there is not the likelihood of 
any dissension. 


Going back to the first situation, how- 
ever, the true alternatives lay in quite a 
different direction. He could not be 
Saint Paul, he was not meant to be a 
Stephen, but he could have been an 
amazing success if he had sought to be 
Christ made flesh dwelling among those 
people and manifesting a love that could 
not be denied. If he had shown all that 
Christ was in love, the people would 
have been able to accept all that he as 
an apostle taught. Having been brought 
to see the Saviour, they would have been 
led joyfully into the doctrine which is 
the later formulation of true faith. 


Paul called. the way of love “the more 
excellent way” (1 Cor. 13:1). The man 
who follows this way will be the peace- 
maker who is blessed by Christ and will 
be called the child of God (Mt. 5:9). 
Moreover, the peace that is made by the 
love of Christ is a peace-without com- 
promise. There may be times, undoubt- 
edly, when peace must be sacrificed in 
order to retain the purity of the church, 
but these exigencies are rarer than some 
might think. 


It is well for each and all of us as we 
face the problems of our Christian con- 
tacts to realize that it is not necessary to 
imitate the example of Paul or of 
Stephen but to know assuredly that there 
is always the third alternative—that of 
Christ (Phil. 2:5-8). 
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REVIVAL? 


It was the night of December 10, 
1954. I had finished preaching in New 
Castle, Pennsylvania, and had been 
driven with friends to the junction 
where we were to catch the night sleeper 
for Philadelphia. We went into the din- 
ing car where a group of some twenty 
people were sitting, mostly drinking 
and singing. There were a dozen girls of 
college age who later got off at Pitts- 
burgh. As I came into the car they were 
singing “Down by the Old Mill-Stream.” 
A moment later they began to sing a 
Christmas carol. Then another. The 
music was slightly alcoholic, as were the 
singers. We ate our sandwiches and 
drank our coffee while the concert went 
on. There was a good deal of talk be- 
tween the group of girls and the men 
who were, seemingly, business men on 
their way home for the week end. “Silent 
Night,”. and then a Mambo. Then 
“Adeste Fidelis.” There was a moment of 
silence when the verse drew to an end: 
“O Come let us adore Him; Christ the 
Lord!” Then after the very brief mo- 
ment of silence, a voice called out, 
“Who Put the Overalls in Mrs. Mur- 
phy’s Chowder?” And they were off to 
other popular songs. 

The songs about Christ were no deeper 
than the juke-box tunes. I looked at 
the crowd and wondered. “America is 
having the greatest revival of religion,” 
some secular magazines say, “in all its 
history.” ‘‘Religion is news,” one of the 
greatest of our news weeklies reports. A 
building boom in new churches will 
pump more than a billion dollars into 
the construction business in the next 
two years, we are told. But a nation that 
can sing “O come let us adore Him,” 
and, with scarcely more than a pause, 
“Who Put the Overalls in Mrs. Murphy’s 
Chowder?” is in no revival at all, but 
is in great danger of the judgment of 
God. 

We are putting “under God” into the 
pledge of allegiance to the flag, but 
there is no evidence that the nation con- 
siders itself as under God in any respect. 
God is in the last sentence of every poli- 
tical speech. No one would put up a 
candidate in Massachusetts without clear- 
ing with the Roman bishops, and in 
Oklahoma without clearing with the 
Southern Baptists. But there will be a 
million people taking Communion in 
the next few weeks whose hands will be 
so shaky from their Saturday night drink- 
ing that they are almost in danger of 
spilling the Communion wine. There 
must be a much deeper probing of the 
Holy Spirit into the national conscious- 


ness. There must be a much stronger 
declaration by those who are truly the 


witnesses of Christ that He came not to : 


send peace but a sword. America does 
not think of God as He reveals Himself 
in the fifth chapter of Isaiah, and the 
nation is in danger of bringing all these 
judgments upon our land. It is time for 
deep national contrition and repentance. 


RAF MEMORIAL 


On a hill above Runnymede where 
Magna Carta was signed, the British 
have erected a great memorial to the air- 
men who fell in the war and who have 
no known grave. A visitor describes it 
thus. “On the dark winter Sunday which 
we had chosen for our visit, seven thou- 
sand people had come to see it, and on 
the scarcely less dark one of a week be- 
fore some twelve thousand had passed 
through the wrought-iron gates with 
their running heraldic lions, through 
the cloisters that surround the turfed 
quadrangle and on into the eurved eyrie 
which forms the heart of the memorial. 
Down every wall marches the inexorable 
column of names, over twenty thousand 
of them; men of every air force and 
nationality who fought with the RAF 
from Britain in the war, and whose 
death left their bodies to anonymous 
graves or no graves at all. The impact 
of these ranked names, panel after panel 
of them, is almost hypnotic, and it is a 
psychological relief to arrive at last in 
the circular chambers at either end of 
the bracket-shaped frontage and find 
there nothing but light and emptiness; 
the floor, a mosaic of the compass rose, 
the ceiling palest blue and scattered with 
stars. In the main hall, under the tower 
from which frown the figures of Justice, 
Victory and Courage, and which is set 
apart for. meditation, where one might 
expect to find an altar there is nothing 
but the wide clear windows open to the 
great stretch of country below, and in- 
cised on to the glass of the windows the 
words from Psalm cxxxix beginning, 
‘If I climb up into Heaven, Thou art 
there’: the wings of the morning, in- 
deed, seemed only that moment to have 
dropped, and, calming, to have set 
down this airborne shrine lightly upon 
its crest. The whole effect is inexpressibly 
moving, solemn, decorous, and yet, 
somehow, hints at something of the 
impetus of Icarus, the leap into the 
unknown. The silent crowds, searching 
for the names they knew or simply mak- 
ing a reverent inspection, had only the 
sound of their whispering feet to testify 
to their numbers.” — 
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The Campus 
Looks al 
the World 


By Paul H. Sheetz 


Paul H. Sheetz, former missionary to the Dutch West Indies and to 
Venezuela, is editor of the Missionary » organ of The Evan- 
gelical Alliance Mission. He is also Foreign Missions Fellowship repre- 
sentative on the Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship’s board of directors 


tudents from college-level schools at points as widely 

separated as Toronto and San Francisco, or Vancouver 

and Miami, moved in and took possession of the Uni- 
versity of Illinois campus at Urbana, December 27-31. The 
occasion was the fourth international student missionary 
convention of the Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship. 

Why they came, what they heard and did there, and 
what they plan to do about the whole affair makes a story 
as thrilling and hopeful as any the evangelical world has 
heard this year. 

Out of a total of 1,950 delegates—350 over expectations— 
two thirds were from IVCF chapters in secular colleges and 
universities; the rest from groups of affiliated organizations, 
Foreign Missions Fellowship in Christian ‘schools, and 
Nurses Christian Fellowship. More than 120 were foreign 
students from 40 different. countries enrolled in these 
schools. 

Why they came is a story in itself. Probably most were 
active in their local campus Christian work and were in- 
terested in missions. Others were apparently attracted by 
the. publicity and came to do what it suggested—“take a 
look at the world situation and consider God’s will for 
your life.” Some no doubt had nothing more interesting 
to do and succumbed to the enthusiasm of their friends. A 
few, no doubt, were indefinite about why they came, but 
by week’s end were sure at least that God had a hand in it. 

They were mission enthusiasts, but not an odd bunch at 
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Alan Redpath (left), pastor of Moody Church, and Dr. 
A. W. Tozer (right), both of Chicago, brought important 
messages to nearly 2,000 young people. 


€ 


Throngs of eager students from the U. S. and Canada 
packed the University of Illinois auditorium for Inter- 
Varsity’s fourth Missionary Convention. 





Dr. Paul White, former medical missionary 
to Africa and general secretary of Australia 
IVF, was a popular speaker. 


Left: Jim Maxey, Illinois State Normal College, and Shirley Shinall, Barnes Hospital, St. Louis, at 
book table. Right: William Nagenda (left) greeted by Secretary Jim Nyquist. 
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Dictator Peron’s Fight with Roman Church Is Growing in Bitterness 


Shinto Worship Revives in Japan and Creates Problem of Conscience 


Protestant Leader Would Seek “Honest Examination” of Unity with Rome 


PERON’S FIGHT WITH CATHOLICISM 


The fight between the Peron regime 

in the Argentine and the leaders of the 
Roman church continues with great bit- 
terness on both sides. Peron recently 
caused forty-five professors to be dis- 
missed from the University of Cordoba, 
including five Roman priests. There 
were immediate repercussions in Rome 
where the official Vatican paper slapped 
hard at the Peron regime. 
‘ In Buenos Aires a Roman Catholic 
newspaper has also fallen into such 
trouble that it has been forced to sus- 
pend publication since the end of last 
year. Peron issued an order that bonuses 
to all the staff would have to be paid 
before any other debts of the newspaper 
could be met. This, once more, shows 
Peron’s heavy leaning on thie labor un- 
ion group for his support. It would ap- 
pear that there is an increasing social 
cleavage within the country. The very 
rich families are leaning more and more 
on Rome and are hoping to retain. all 
their private interests and privileges at 
the expense of the general development 
to meet the need of the vast majority of 
the poor. The votes are with the poor 
and they seem to be solidly with Peron. 
Government banks have received instruc- 
tions to make no loans to Romanist -in- 
stitutions. 


SHINTO WORSHIP REVIVED 


Early in January Prime Minister Ich- 
iro Hatoyama visited Japan’s foremost 
Shinto shrine and paid homage to the 
sun goddess, reviving a pre-World War 
II tradition. Premier Hatoyama is a pro- 
fessing Christian and his action has re- 
vived the discussion about the shrines in 
Japan. There are those who say that this 
act of homage constitutes worship to a 
demon god, while there are others who 
claim that the act is roughly similar to 
saluting the flag. 

In the United States Jehovah's Wit- 
nesses refuse to pledge allegiance to the 
flag, saying that this constitutes worship. 
Most people in the U.S.A. do not agree 
with this. If we study our own institu- 
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tions, we discover many things in them 
that show traces of paganism. The fact 
that we use inaugurate as a word to de- 
scribe the induction into office of the 
President of the United States is not, in 
the twentieth century, evidence of pagan 
worship, but the word itself shows that 
in ancient times the augurs had a part 
in similar ceremonies. 

Since there are those who claim that a 
similar transformation is now taking 
place in Japanese customs the matter 
seems to be an individual one, left 
squarely up to the conscience of each 
man. God knows whether there is faith- 
fulness to Him in the heart of any in- 
dividual, and the individual answers to 
God alone. “To his own master he stands 
or falls” (Rom. 14:4). Christians should 
pray for the three leaders in the Orient 
who are professing Christians, Chiang 
Kai-shek, Rhee, and Hatoyama. 


COMMUNION SERVICE HELD BEFORE 
OPENING OF CONGRESS 


Eight years ago the National Presby- 
terian Church in Washington: held a 
service on the morning of the opening 
of Congress for incoming members of 
the Congress and the executive depart- 
ments. This practice “has now. been 
maintained for eight years. The service 
consists of prayer and the communion 
service. This year Dr. Edward L. Elson, 
pastor of the church, presided, and was 
assisted by the moderators of the north- 
ern and southern Presbyterian churches 
and a representative of the moderator of 
the United Presbyterian Church. The 
communion elements were served by 
noted Presbyterian elders who are active 
in the Government. These included 
Secretary of State Dulles, Secretary of 
the Army Robert -T. Stevens, Senators 
John C. Stennis (Miss.) and Edward 
Martin (Penna.), and Representatives 
Richard M. Simpson (Penna.), John V. 
Beamer (Ind.), L. H. Fountain, (N. C.), 
and M. Burnside (W. Va.). President 
Eisenhower and Vice President - Nixon 
were present. Other well known leaders 
who were present included Secretary 


When things go wrong do you go wrong? 


McKay (Interior), Secretary Wilson (De- 
fence), Summerfield (Postmaster Gen- 
eral), Brownell (Attorney General), 
Justice Clark (Supreme Court), Hoover 
(F.B.L), and Stassen (F.O.A.). Nearly 
200 members of the new House and 


* Senate attended. 


BOLD AND HONEST EXAMINATION 


” ee 
RNS reports that Dr. Liston Pope, 


Dean of Yale Divinity School said re- 
cently that “the time is coming when 
the split between the Roman Catholic 
and Protestant branches of Christendom 
will have to be re-examined boldly and 
honestly. “Unity in the churches,” Dr. 
Pope said in a radio broadcast, “can 
help bring enduring peace on earth 
among the nations.” He added that “the 
feeling of unity among all the churches 
is growing rapidly now, and already is 
a powerful force in a divided world. The 
tides have turned with respect to this 
question of division among the churches, 
and they are now moving strongly to- 
ward greater unity.” 

Let us accept this invitation of Dr. 
Pope to examine this question “boldly 
and honestly.” The idea, in the light 


of history and theology is utterly ab- 


surd. The Roman Catholic Church takes 
the position that it is the one true church 
and that the only possible method of 
union with it is on a basis of utter sub- 
mission to its hierarchy. This would 
mean accepting the doctrines of the ab- 
solution of original sin by the waters of 
baptism, the remission of daily sins by 
the death of a Jesus created by the priest 
in-the act of consecration of the bread of 
the mass, the taking away of venial sins 
(whatever they are) by the oil of extreme 
unction, and the suffering of an individ- 
ual in purgatory for the rest of his sins 
(as though there could be any re- 
mainder after Christ died!). Those who 
bowed to Rome would have to accept 
the utter domination by the Roman 
priesthood, and also accept the nonsensi- 
cal doctrines in connection with the Vir- 
gin Mary. 
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Dr. Pope is doing a great disservice to 
Christian oneness by such declarations 
as this. Dr. Pope is a member of the 
Central and Executive Committees of 
the World Council of Churches, fortun- 
ately holding a very small minority posi- 
tion on these committees. The spiritual 
leaders from Europe who dominated the 
last Assembly of the World Council are 
true Protestants and have the historical 
perspective that makes them realize the 
utter absurdity of any suggested union 
with Rome without complete capitula- 
tion. When we ask ourselves what are 
the motives of such men as Dr. Pope in 
suggesting union with Rorae, or in offer- 
ing Protestant prayers for the Roman 
Pope when he is sick, and who, at the 
same time, seem to laugh at those mil- 
lions of true Protestants who understand 
spiritual truths, it is difficult to find an 
answer. They are deluded, of course, 
and, perhaps, wish to show the world 
that they are “broad-minded.” But there 
comes a time when such broad-minded 
ness becomes shallow-mindedness. Their 
folly is as great as that of the men if 
Paul’s day, who were seeking to force the 
church back into the mold of Judaism. 

As though to point up the folly of Dr. 
Liston Pope’s statement, the Roman 
Church held a “Unity Octave” in which 
special prayers were oifered for eight 
days, as follows: 1) “Return to the ‘other 
sheep’ to the one fold of St. Peter the 
One Shepherd: 2) Return of all Oriental 
separatists to communion with the Apos- 
tolic See. 3) Submission of Anglicans to 
the authority of the Vicar of Christ. 4) 
That the Lutherans and Protestants of 
Continental Europe may find their way 
back to Holy Church. 5) That Christians 
in America may become One in com- 
munion with the Chair of Peter. 6) Re- 
turn to the Sacraments of Lapsed Catho- 
lics. 7) Conversion for the Jews. 8) Mis- 
sionary conquest of the world. 

In a speech in connection with the 
Octave, the Roman professor, Rev. Titus 
Cranny, director of the Octave, pointed 
out that the way the Catholic church 
approaches the problem of unity is not 
that of “compromise or a kind of eccles- 
iastical bargaining.” “In fact.” said Pro- 
fessor Cranny, “the Catholic church does 


not seek unity for herself as other groups _ 


do. She has a unity that is God-given, 
indestructible, invincible, a unity of 
faith, worship and government that no 
power can overcome. She does not take 
part in various meetings and conventions 
such as the one in Evanston, simply be- 
cause she is the only assured means of 
salvation established by Christ. There is 
but one church just as there is one 
Christ. The proposition is that simple. 
The church seeks to bring others into 
the unity that she possesses; she is anxi- 
ous to convert the world. But she can- 
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not be placed on an equal footing with 
other religious groups as though she were 
simply the best among them. ‘The church 
is the only religious body founded by 
the Son of God for the salvation of 
men.” 

Let Dr. Pope and the others in Pro- 
testantism who have sentimental ideas 
about church unity think deeply on this. 
He has asked for “bold and honest” 
thinking about the matter, and Rome 
gives him a bold and honest answer. If 
you want oneness with Romanism, Dr. 
Pope, you must go down and kiss a 
cardinal’s ring. There is no other way. 


SCHOOL BUS PROBLEM AGAIN 

Southern Baptists in New Bern, N. C. 
have protested against the use of a U. S. 
Marine Air Base bus, paid for by tax- 
payers’ money, for transporting children 
to the nearby Roman Catholic parochial 
school. They have declared (and rightly 
we. believe) that such misuse of public 
money for religious ends is a violation 
of the principle of the separation of 
church and state. The bus carries a sign 
bearing the words “Catholic School” bus, 
with the announcement, “Will pick up 
children in any family desirous of going 
to the parochial schools.” 


NORTH CAROLINA RULING ON 
CHURCH PROPERTY 

Postscript on our previous report of 
the property fight in North Carolina 
between two groups in a Southern Bap- 
tist Church: The importance of the fol- 
lowing matter cannot be overestimated. 
It is one of the most significant pieces of 


religious news of our generation. A 
Southern Baptist church in North Rocky 
Mount voted to withdraw from the 
Carolina State Baptist Convention and 
the Southern Baptist Convention. The’ 
vote was initiated by the church’s pastor, — 
the Rev. Samuel W. H. Johnston, who 
charged the Southern and State Baptist 
bodies with “promoting modernism” and 
“accepting liberalism, unbelief, and 
apostacy.” The congregation followed 
the pastor by approximately four to one. 
The minority sued in the courts and the 
Superior Court ruled that the “true” 
congregation of the church is the minor- 
ity group of its members who have re- 
mained loyal to the Southern and State 
Baptist Conventions. 


The case has now come before the 
North Carolina State Supreme Court 
which has upheld the ruling of the 
Superior Court and has awarded the 
property, valued at about $300,000, to 
the small minority. It should be well 
understood. that this decision is revolu- 
tionary, and if not overturned by the 
Supreme Court of the United States, will 
set the form of the Southern Baptist 
Church for years to come. The Southern 
Baptists have been traditionally a con- 
gregational body, each congregation in 
charge of its own destinies, and members 
of a superior body only as an association. 
In its decision, the Supreme Court of 
North Carolina held that “the true con- 
gregation in church organizations are 
those who adhere and submit to the 
regular order of the Church, local and — 

(Continued on page 34) 





President Eisenhower receives a pocket-sized copy of the New Testament from Glenn W. 
Wagner (center), foreign secretary of the Pocket Testament League, and Alfred A. Kunz (right), 
executive director. The League is marking the start of its campaign to distribute 5,000,000 
Scripture portions in Africa. ; 
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WHAT IS THE FUTURE 


The atheism behind Communism 
is our real enemy. The best way to coun- 


ter it is to preach the gospel. 


By John F. Walvoord 


he subject of Communism occupies the minds and 
| ee of more people today than probably any other 

subject. No doubt, there are millions of people who 
are seeking the answer to the question, What is the future 
of Communism? Everyone recognizes that Communism has 
had large part in our current history. Much of what is 
happening in the world is related directly or indirectly to 
Communism. 


Communism in Relation to America 


The questions we have about Communism are near to 
our hearts because we dre asking, even here in America, 
What is the relationship of Communism to our great 
_ country? Are we going to be embraced by Communism? 
Are we facing a radical change in our living standards? 
Are we going to face some of the bloody purges which 
have overtaken other portions of the world? Certainly 
anyone who is willing to think realizes that we have a real 
problem in Communism in the world: Before our eyes in 
recent years we have seen Communism advance, embracing 
millions of people in a movement that is absolutely un- 
precedented in all the history of the race. ; : 

At the present time there are some 800,000,000 people 
under the control of a Communistic type of government. 
We recognize that this is a tremendous portion of the 
earth’s population and a movement unparalleled in his- 
tory. If we are alert to the time in which we live, it is 
very natural for us to ask, What is the future of Com- 
munism? 


Plain Facts about Communism 


1 do not have a “pipe line” to Washington, nor do | 
speak in the role of an expert on Communism. We do 
not need unusual sources of information to chart the 
course of Communism. All of us have learned a great deal 
about Communism in recent years. We have learned that 
Communism is more than a form of government; it is 
more than mere propaganda on the part of Russia; it is 
more than just a philosophy of the “have nots” trying to 
get the possessions of those who “have.” 

About ten years ago I was taking a graduate course in 
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history under the head of the history department of one 
of our large universities. In one of his lectures the pro- 
fessor remarked that Communism would never come to 
America. His reason was that America is too prosperous. 
He labored under the idea that Communism was only for 
poor ignoramuses. Anyone who has learned something 
about Communism today will find that not only people in 
poverty but many who are wealthy have been converts to 
Communism. Some of our leading Communists are intel- 
lectuals—people who have property, people who have 
ability, and people who have keen minds. What is there in 
Communism that attracts such people? 

As we study Cqmmunism in the world today, we find 
it is more than just an economic theory. It is a movement 
built upon blasphemy against God. It is a movement that 
denies that God exists and embraces as its very heart what 
we call atheism. Communists do not believe that there is 
any such being as a supreme God. Along with this are the 
other elements of Communism with which we are quite 
familiar. One of those other elements is materialism. Com- 
munists tell us the only real things in the world are 
material things. The supernatural or the spirit world does 
not exist for them. They tell us that the world is moving 
inevitably to a goal which is Communism, and that capital- 
ism will be replaced by a Communist society regardless of 
what we do about it. They believe in what is sometimes 
called “economic determinism.” 


The Bible an Important Document on Communism 


Most of us have heard all of these things many times. 
As we face these questions, and what the Communists 
themselves say concerning the future we as Christians come 
back to the one Book in all the world which tells us the 
future of Communism. If you want the inside story on 
Communism, turn to the inside of your Bible. 

There are three lines of truth in the Bible which lead 
to certain definite conclusions regarding the future of 
Communism. These lines of truth are built upon some 
comprehension of the prophetic Word. 


Russia Will Never. Dominate the Whole World 


First of all, the Bible makes clear that we are in the 
midst of a planned program, a program to which Christ 
referred in Luke 21:24 as “the times of the Gentiles’—a 
period of time which began about six hundred years be- 
fore Christ and, according to the Word, will continue 
until Christ comes back. It is revealed in chapters 2 and 7 
of the book of Daniel that in this period there will be 
five great world governments: Babylon, Medo-Persia, 
Greece, Rome, and the fifth empire which will have God 
Himself reign over it (Dan. 2:4445). A study of what 
Daniel has to say, compared with the other prophets and 
such portions of Scripture as the twentieth chapter of 
Revelation, will lead rightly to the conclusion that the 
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OF COMMUNISM? 


fifth world empire is none other than the world kingdom 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ which premillenar- 
ians identify with the millennial kingdom which Christ 
will bring into the world when He returns in power and 
great glory as the Scriptures prophesy. 

Christians living today, however, find themselves in an 
age which Daniel did not anticipate except perhaps by 
implication. A careful study of Daniel 9:24-27 will indi- 
cate that a period of time is implied between verses 26 
and 27. This period is not described by Daniel, and is un- 
charted as far as the Old Testament is concerned. It oc- 
curs before the seventieth “week” of Daniel 9:27, the last 
seven-year program leading up to the second coming of 
Christ. 

The previous program of Daniel 9:24-26 has been very 
carefully carried out, embracing 69 sevens of years followed 
by the death of Christ which occurred “after” the close of 
the sixty-ninth seven and before the beginning of the 
seventieth seven or “week.” From the death of Christ down 
to this present day, however, there has been no advance 
whatever in the fulfillment of Daniel’s prophecy, indicat- 
ing that Israel’s program has been set aside while another 
program is being completed. 

Many students of the Scriptures have come to the con- 
clusion that God in this present age is carrying out a pur- 
pose not revealed to Daniel, and that purpose is to call 
out from every nation and kindred and people a group to 
be known as “the Church,” the body of Christ—those who 
are trusting in Jesus Christ as Saviour in this day and age 
and who are being baptized into the body of Christ by the 
Holy Spirit. But the important thing for us to realize is 
that, according to Daniel’s prophecy and the truth revealed 
in the book of Revelation, the last seven years of “the 
times of the Gentiles” are still ahead. That period of seven 
years will begin, we believe, shortly after the Church is 
taken home to glory, an event which many regard as im- 
minent in the sense that it could occur any day. 

The order of future events include, then, the coming of 
Christ for His Church and the fulfillment of the last seven 
years of Daniel’s prophecy for Israel. In this seven years 
the fourth or Roman Empire, contemplated by Daniel, is 
revived and brought to its destruction at .the second com- 
ing of Christ. Following this, the fifth world empire—the 
millennial kingdom of Christ—is brought into being. While 
it would be naive to claim that all students of the Bible 
accept this interpretation, it is commonly held by premil- 
lenarians and those who have specialized in the study of 
prophecy. 

If this outline of future events can be accepted as the 
Scriptural revelation, we can come to a few important 
conclusions. According to Daniel’s prophecy, there is no 
room for another world empire except the one which the 
Bible mentions as the revival of that fourth world empire. 
After the Church has been translated and taken to Heaven, 
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Be sure your liberty in Christ is used to His glory 


this empire will be revived. It is revealed that there will 
be a confederacy of states around the Mediterranean area 
similar to the ancient Roman Empire which in God's view 
will be a continuation of that fourth empire. Nevertheless, 
there will be only four world empires. The fifth will be 
the millennial kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. aoe 

These simple facts, quite familiar to many. Christians, 
point to the truth that the Scriptures: allow for no other 
world empire than those already mentioned. Russia as a 
military power can never gain control of the whole world. 
There is nothing in the Word of God which would lead us 
to the conclusion that Russia will be able to create a world 
empire. In fact, a study of Matthew 24:6-8 reveals that the 
present age is a period “of wars and rumours of wars. . 
Nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom.” If that is the situation, and it certainly -has 
been ever since Christ was on earth, it is also clear that 
there can be no world government worthy of the name in 
this present Church age. 

We can learn this also from the study of history. How 
many there have been who have, attempted a world gov- 
ernment! Napoleon tried, but he came to his end at 
Waterloo. Many can remember how Germany tried twice 


(Continued on page 43) 








The: passengers on a Mississippi River steamer were terrified because 
the boat was moving so fast as they were in a dense fog. They sent 
a committee to remonstrate with the captain, but discovered that 
it was clear on the bridge. The fog was dense for about twenty feet 
above the water so that the passengers, on their level, could see 
nothing. But the captain could see everything. Remember that the 
next time you are in a fog—God is not and never has been in a fog. 
He knows all things and is in complete command. Nothing can ever 
touch you until it has passed through His will. 
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MEDITATIONS 


in the Book of Fsaiah 





THE WHOLE EARTH IS FULL OF HIS GLORY (6:3) 

The most important comment that can be made on this 
passage is that the Holy Spirit caused John to apply it to 
the glory of Jesus Christ. “These things spake Jesus and 
departed, and did hide himself from them. But though he 
had done so many miracles before them yet they believed 
not on him, that the saying of Isaiah the prophet might be 
fulfilled, which he spake, Lord, who hath believed our re- 
port? . . . He hath blinded their eyes and hardened their 
heart; that they should not see with their eyes nor under- 
stand with their heart . . . These things said Isaiah when 
he saw his glory and spake of him” (John 12:36-41. Now 
there can be no doubt that this passage teaches us that John 
definitely believed that there was no difference between 
Jesus Christ and the Lord Jehovah of Hosts. What the Lord 
Jehovah of Hosts was to Isaiah, Jesus Christ was to John— 
and is to me. 

Lord, may we know Thee as Jehovah Jesus. 


HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (6:3) 

There was no thought in any of these creatures, wonder- 
ful as they are, to take any notice of their own beauty or 
majesty. Lucifer, the cherub that was anointed to govern, 
was created “full of wisdom and perfect in beauty” (Ezk. 
28:12), and fell because his heart was lifted up through 
pride in that beauty (v. 17). The angels who remained 
faithful to God made an eternal choice and never, never 
will think of the beauty of one another, and much less of 
their own. David sang, “In his temple every one sings of his 
glory” (Psa. 29:9). It is important that we learn that lang- 
uage here, for we shall have no other language forever. It 
is life eternal to know the Father (John 17:3), and in that 
ever-increasing knowledge there will be an ever-increasing 
awareness of His holiness. All Heaven will hold and express 
this knowledge, this holiness, and will be filled with this 
praise. 

Lord, teach us to talk. 


THE WHOLE EARTH (6:3) 

At the moment Isaiah, living in time, saw this vision of 
Heaven, the earth was filled with horrors. A leprous king 
had just died, and his body was rotting in the earth. A weak 
prince had ascended the throne to govern a nation that was 
filled with oppressors. Isaiah had just been inspired by God 
to pronounce woe aftér woe upon the nation because of the 
great evils that filled the land. He had described the people 
as greedy, drunken, irreverent, profligate, ignorant, proud, 
lofty, blasphemous, unjust, corrupt, lying, and spiritually 
blind. The whole earth was filled with these things. But as 
the seraphs cry out they see nothing but the glory- of God. 


16 The Christian life must be lived within the sphere of God’s Word 


By Donald Grey Barmnhouse 


How wonderful it is to see things from the viewpoint of 
the throne of God. It is not that the evils did not exist, but 
that God has prophesied their definite and eternal end, and 
the seraphs, seeing out into that eternal day, cry the glory 


of God. 
Lord, give us the seraphs’-eye view. 


THE POSTS OF THE DOOR MOVED (6:4) 


The RSV is better: “The foundations of the threshholds 
shook.” Isaiah could not have been deceived; God saw to 
it that this divine noise should penetrate his very soul. The 
voice of seraphs is.enough to shake the foundations of the 
temple; what would it be if God Himself should speak? 
He has spoken in love and grace, and the tender tones of 
His kind invitation still may be heard. Today is the day 
when God speaks to the earth in love. But He has spoken 
once, in a prelude to judgment, with a voice that then shook 
the earth (Heb. 12:25-27). And He has announced that He 
shall speak again in judgment. This is why He says, “See 
that ye refuse not him who speaks. For if they escaped 
not . . . much more we shall not escape, if we turn away 
from him who speaks from heaven. . . . He has promised to 
speak again, and to shake not the earth only, but also 
heaven . . . to remove the things which can be shaken so 
that those things which cannot be shaken may remain.” 

Lord, may we never refuse Thee. 


THE HOUSE WAS FILLED WITH SMOKE (6:4) 


There is mention of smoke in connection with other reve- 
lations of God which give us the inwardness-of the passage 
before .us. Though Mt. Sinai was in no sense a volcano (and 
geologists confirm that it never was), when God came down 
to give the law to Moses, the mountain smoked (Ex. 20:18), 
until there was “blackness, and darkness, and tempest” 
(Heb. 12:18). I do not believe (with Calvin). thag this was 
“to repress the insolence of men, in pushing their inquiries 
about His majesty beyond what is proper.” Rather, I find, 
that the context indicates the burning of the anger of Gad, 
which smokes (Deut. 29:20). He is about to pronounce one 
of the most terrible judgments to be found in all of divine 
revelation. Israel is to be spiritually blinded. God’s anger 
is to smoke against the sheep of His pasture (Psa. 74:1). 
“It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living 
God” (Heb. 10:31). 

Lord, we thank Thee that we are in the hand of Christ. 


WOE IS ME! (6:5) 


If we see God we shall see our sin. There is nothing more 
certain than this fact, and it is the true beginning of growth 
in spiritual life, perception, and service. The unsaved man, 
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‘ of course, cannot see God, and does not even want to think 


of Him. “The wicked, through the pride of his countenance, 
will not seek after God: God is not in all his thoughts” 
(Psa. 10:4). But when one of God’s own has been given new 
life, growth will begin and will continue with ever-increas- 
ing glimpses of the Being of God. It is as we behold, though 
as ina glass, the glory of the Lord, that we are changed into 
the same. image, from glory to glory (2 Cor. 3:18). Every 
person in the Bible who had any real vision of the holiness 
of God immediately became aware of his own foulness. Job, 
Daniel, and Peter, together with Isaiah, are remarkable ex- 
amples. 

Lord, may we look through Thee to our terrible self. 


| AM UNDONE (6:5) 


The RSV follows the Hebrew: “I am lost.” When Isaiah 
saw the Lord he came to know true repentance. Here is one 
more instance that repentance follows salvation and cannot 
precede it. Repentance is godly sorrow (2 Cor. 7:10) and 
an ungodly person cannot possess it. An unsaved person 
may have conviction over what he has done or what he has 
failed to do, but a child of God who catches the vision of 
the Lord is no longer concerned over what he has done, 
but over what he is. The essential unholiness of man must 
be uppermost in the mind which has seen the essential holi- 
ness of God. Before there could be any thought of consola- 
tion from the vision of the Sovereign God enthroned high 
above all there would be the instantaneous awareness of 
unlikeness to that God of holiness. The light of God, 
streaming into the darkness of a human soul, must reveal 
all that is hidden there, and the shock brings the soul to 
the sense of its death before God. 

Lord, ‘come with Thy penetrating light. 


| AM A MAN OF UNCLEAN LIPS (6:5) 


“One main difference between shallow religion and real 
is to be found here, that the dim, far-off vision, if we may 
venture to call it so, which serves the most of us for a sight 
of God, leaves us quite complacent, and with very slight and 
superficial conceptions of our own evil; and that if once we 
saw, insofar as it is possible for humanity today to see, God 
as He is, and heard in the depths of our hearts that ‘Holy! 
Holy! Holy!’ from the burning seraphim, the easy-going 
self-satisfied judgment of ourselves which too many of us 
cherish would be utterly impossible; and would disappear, 
shrivelled up utterly in the light of God. A hearsay God and 
a self-complacent beholder; a God really seen, and a man 
down in the dust before Him! Has that vision ever blazed 
in on you? Has not that light shown you the seaminess of 
much in which a dimmer light detects no flaws or stains?” 

Lord, may we see Thee that we might see ourselves. 


| DWELL IN THE MIDST OF A PEOPLE 
OF UNCLEAN LIPS (6:5) 


It is interesting to note that true repentance begins with 
one’s self before it can be concerned with anyone else in 
one’s environment. Isaiah had been pronouncing the 
formidable judgments of the preceding chapters, and with 
all of the evil of his people in mind might well have cried 
out that he dwelt in the midst of a people of unclean lips 
and that he was like the people, for he, too, was a man of 
unclean lips. But when the Lord lifted the veil and let him 
hear the words of the burning seraphs crying the holiness 
of God he became acutely conscious of his own mouth and 
the infinite contrast with human words, even though they 
might be the words of a “good” man in the. midst of 
blasphemers. Seeing his own worthlessness would make it 
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possible to go forth with even greater vigor of prophetic 
denunciation, for he would know, henceforth, that the 
divine words that came through unclean - were the 
miracle of the ministry. if 
Lord, teach us the order of repentance 


MINE EYES HAVE SEEN THE KING (6:5) 


Isaiah’s recognition that he was a man of unclean lips, 
and that he dwelt in the midst of a people of unclean lips, 
came, definitely, from the fact that he was given this vision 
of the King, the Lord of Hosts. He knew, at once, that all 
humanity was of the same lump of clay (Rom. 9:21). From 
God’s point of view the word “better” cannot be-used of any 
member of the human race. No man is any bette? than any 
other man. The thief on the cross who believed was no 
better than the thief who did not believe. The publican who 
went down to his house justified was no better than the 
Pharisee, though the Pharisee thought that he was better 
than the publican. The only difference was that the one 
thief and the publican acknowledged that there was no dif- 
ference between them and the others. But that acknowledg- 
ment of “no difference” made all the difference for eternity. 
To see the Lord of Hosts and to acknowledge one’s own 
oneness with the lost race, is to accept the position of grace 
and render one eligible for grace and glory. 

Lord, give us the leveling vision. 


ONE OF THE SERAPHIM FLEW TO ME (6:6) 


God must act toward us in grace the moment that we take 
the position of grace. As soon as Isaiah took the place of 
nothingness before God, the seraph’s wings were set in 
motion toward him. This teaches us, plainly, that faith in 
God when accompanied by true repentance is what sets God 
to work on our behalf. To be cleansed from sin we need 
faith and more than faith. Isaiah had the faith, but when 
Isaiah had the faith plus the repentance the cleansing fol- 
lowed at once. Repentance is “the recognition of my own’ 
antagonism to the holiness of God, and the resolve to turn 
my back on my own past self... . A trust in Jesus Christ, 
which is unaccompanied by a profound penitent conscious- 
ness and abhorence of one’s own sins, and a resolve to turn 
away from them for the time to come, is not a faith which 
will bring either pardon or cleansing.” 

, Lord, send the seraph. 


A BURNING COAL FROM THE ALTAR (6:6) 


There have been commentators who have attempted to 
claim that this verse proves that there can be a method of 
cleansing apart from the death of the Lord Jesus Christ. We 
are told by God that “Without shedding of blood is no 
remission” (Heb. 9:22). There is no deviation in our text 
from that general law of cleansing. The fire on the altar 
was a fire that had consumed the body of the lamb which 
had been sacrificed there, and the coals of that fire were 
coals upon which the blood of the sacrificial animal had 
dripped. Moreover, the very symbolism involved here shows 
how deeply this matter of cleansing from sin enters into 
the very heart of God, since it was He, Himself, who 
lighted the first fire which was ever placed upon the altar 
(Lev. 9:24). When Nadab and Abihu brought a strange 
fire they were instantly judged with death (Lev. 10:1, 2). 
The coals that cleanse us are the burning symbols of the 
holiness and justice of God which consumed Christ in 
bringing grace to us. 

Lord, touch us with this fire. 


(Continued on page 37) 
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THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF THE NEW TESTAMENT 





3: Archaeology 
and the Acts 
of the Apostles 


ny good library of New Testament literature contains a 
dozen sturdy volumes on Luke, Paul, and the Church of 
Asia Minor from the pen of William Mitchell Ramsay, 
classical scholar, archaeologist, and historian. The archaeol- 
ogy of the Acts of the Apostles is bound intimately with the 
record of Sir William’s life and career, and many who are 
well acquainted with his writings are unaware of the ro- 
mance of the personal experience which lies behind them. 

Speaking on one occasion in reminiscent mood before the 
students of the Moody Bible Institute in Chicago, the great 
New Testament scholar told how he had planned his life far 
otherwise. For the young classicist who sought a life of 
learning in Victoria’s England, the path was hedged and 
straight. It led from the student’s bench in mellow and 
ancient colleges through scholarship and fellowship to the 
don’s table and the professor’s chair. From such a course, 
early in his life, Ramsay was deflected by illness and mis- 
fortune. There is something Pauline in the story of events 
which followed. In his humble testimony in Chicago Sir 
William told how, with little more faith than that which 
consisted in a hunger for truth and God, circumstances, with 
seeming compulsion, headed him in the direction of Asia 
Minor. 

In strange and unexpected fashion provision and oppor- 
tunity brought the worker to his task, but in many ways 
he was still curiously unfitted to undertake it. It was the 
heyday of that destructive criticism which began in the 
universities of Germany, and inspired, the world over, that 
revulsion from Biblical Christianity for which this century 
has paid dearly. The breakdown of German Christianity, 
and the vast weakness of a convalescent Christendom before 
dynamic evil are two visible results of the reckless scholar- 
ship which began with Wellhauser, and left no tradition 
unassailed. 

Ramsay, the future champion of Luke and Paul, accepted 
with little question the popular contemporary verdict that 
the Acts of the Apostles was a late second century piece 
of imaginative reconstruction. The young scholar indeed 
had no intention of spending the three years available un- 
der his research grant in anything so trivial as the dis- 
credited records of New Testament romancing. 


The Frontier of Lycaonia 


It was the compulsion of fact, at work upon an honest 
mind, which brought about the change. Acts 14:6 states: 


18 The best rule for Bible study is to study the Bible 
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“They . . . fled into Lystra and Derbe, cities of Ly- 


.caonia. . . .” In other words, in passing from Iconium to 


Lystra, one crossed the frontier. Most geographers, basing 
their contention on what appeared to be competent ancient 
authority, dismissed the Lucan statement as a mistake. Local 
inscriptions, obviously more trustworthy than ancient or 
modern geographers, convinced Ramsay that the writer of 
Acts was correct. The frontier of Lycaonia lay where he 
said it did. 

Such was the beginning of a long process of delighted dis- 
covery which convinced Ramsay that, in Luke the historian, 
he was dealing with one of the great writers of Greece. For 
accuracy of detail, and for evocation of atmosphere, Luke 
stands, in fact, with Thucydides. The Acts of the Apostles 
is no shoddy product of pious imagination, but a trust- 
worthy record of great events. And it was the spadework 
of archaeology which first revealed the truth. 


Very many illustrations might be culled from the story 
of Ramsay’s work. In the same Lystra to which Paul escaped 
from Iconium, Ramsay found a hative inscription dedicating 
a statue to Zeus and Hermes. The two deities were evidently 
linked in the local cult. These twain, it will be remembered, 
Latinized in the Authorized Version as Jupiter and Mer- 
cury, were the gods to whom the enthusiastic Lycaonians 
likened Paul and Barnabas. The accuracy of the background 
is striking. 


Luke’s Accuracy of Detail 


Luke’s meticulous care for the correct designation and 
definition is again and again apparent. When Paul crossed 
from Asia into Europe, Luke, his chronicler, on bringing 
the story to Philippi, describes the town as “the first of the 
district.” Even Hort marked this as a mistake, since the 
Greek word meris appeared never to be used for region. The 
Egyptian papyri, however, revealed that Luke’s Greek was 
better than that of his scholarly editor. The word, it was 
obvious, was commonly used for district in the first century, 
and especially in Macedonia. 

But another difficulty remained. It has been demonstrated 
with some likelihood that Luke came from Philippi. Had 
enthusiasm for his home town led the physician astray, for 
was not Amphipolis the local capital? Loyalty did play a 
part, and the aimiable foible is a clear mark of Lucan 
authenticity. But there was no distortion of fact. “After- 
wards,” writes Ramsay, “Philippi quite outstripped its rival; 
but it was at that time in such a position that Amphipolis 
was ranked first by general consent, Philippi first by its own 
consent. These cases of rivalry between two or even three 
cities for the dignity and title of ‘first’ are familiar to every 
student of the history of the Greek cities; and though no 
other evidence is known to show that Philippi had as yet 


.begun to claim the title, yet this single passage is conclu- 


sive. The descriptive phrase is like a lightning flash in the 
darkness of local history, revealing in startling clearness the 
whole situation to those whose eyes are trained to catch the 
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character of Greek city-history. . . .” It is odd to see the 
personality of the historian peep out. And what, in the light 
of it, of the foolish theory of second-century romancing? 

Luke also calls the local officials of Philippi “praetors.” 
The term seemed incorrect until inscriptions established the 
fact that the title was a courtesy one for the magistrates of 
the Roman colony; and as usual Luke uses the term com- 
monly employed in educated circles. 

Thessalonica provides a similar incident of vindication. 
In Acts 17:6, 8, Luke twice calls the “rulers” of the city 
“politarchs.” Since the term was unknown elsewhere, the 
omniscient critics of the historian dismissed the word as yet 
another mistake. Today it is to be read high and clear in an 
arch spanning a street of modern Salonica, and sixteen other 
examples occur. 


South Galatian Theory 


One of Ramsay’s major historical theories remains to be 
examined, for the evidence on which it was based is largely 
archaeological. One should rather say epigraphical, for, as 
we have already illustrated, it is the mute and solid evidence 
of the ancient inscriptions which has played so large a part 
in the establishment of Luke’s historical reputation. Epi- 
graphy was the main source of the “south Galatian theory.” 

Phrygia was an ancient country of Asia Minor noted in 
legend and history. It was immensely rich for it straddled the 
ancient trade routes, and its civilization was early and pre- 
cocious. In Roman times the area was comprehended in the 
provinces of Asia and Galatia. Of the latter province the 
northern portion was wild and uncivilized, and populated 
largely by descendants of the Gallo-Celtic tribesmen who 
had broken into Asia Minor in an old tribal migration, and 
had given Galatia its name. The southern portion was civil- 
ized and sophisticated, and included such great cities as 
Iconium and Antioch. 

It was perversely assumed that Paul’s Galatian churches 
were in the north. The assumption was based on numerous 
vague notions—that southern Galatia was Greek not Phrygic, 
that the instability of the Galatian church was a fruit of 
Celtic headiness, and so forth. The careful collection of 
epigraphical evidence proved again that Luke’s geographical 
terminology (for example in Acts 16:6) could not be, as 
Ramsay phrases it, “more precise, definite, and clear.” 

One inscription speaks of the “Phrygian” Antioch, and 
others have made it quite obvious that the administrative 
district of South Galatia was Phrygian in language and 
tradition. There was, moreover, an uprooted minority of 
Jews whose presence accounts for the Judaistic tendencies in 
the church. It is clear, too, on epigraphical as well as histori- 
cal evidence, that the whole area saw one of the earliest 
triumphs of Christian evangelism. There is an enormous 
corpus of Aristian inscriptions from the area. And when one 
remembers that the Crusaders marched through Asia Minor 
to Palestine without leaving one written memorial, the 
literacy of the Asian Christians is emphasized. 

Ramsay’s demonstration that Galatia in the Acts of the 
Apostles was South Galatia has quite solved the difficulties 
which beset those who regarded the book as an unreliable 
fabrication of late origin. On the contrary, it stands proved 
that the Galatian passages in the book could only have been 
written by a first century historian who spoke naturally in 
the geographical terminology of contemporary inscriptions. 
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Sergius and Demetrius 

This brief account of the archaeological contribution to 
the understanding of the Acts of the Apostles has naturally 
omitted much. It is amazing that so much historical ma- 
terial has survived time’s “wreckful siege.” One would not 
expect, in a region so trampled by the destructiveness of 
men, clear evidence of one family of Sergius Paulus. Two 
inscriptions appear to refer to a son and a daughter of the 
Roman governor of Cyprus. And from the ruins of Ephesus, 
so eloquently described by H. V. Morton, who would have 
expected the carved name of Demetrius to emerge? It can- 
not be proved that “Demetrius, son of Menophilus, son of 
Tryphon of the Thousand Boreis” was, in fact, the persecu- 
tor of Paul, but Hicks has made, in Ramsay's view, a strong 
case for the identification. 

This account has been largely confined to Ramsay's work, 
but that is not to suggest that others have not followed in 
the trail he so triumphantly blazed. They have, and their 
patient reconstruction would demand more pages for the 
telling than are available here. This must suffice, and 
enough has been said to demonstrate the discomfiture of 
those who were too ready to dismiss the New Testament as 
something less than faith held it to be and than old tradition 
claimed. END 
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After an evangelistic meeting a young man approached a minister and 
said, “Can you tell me the way to Christ?” “I am sorry,” was the 
reply, “but | cannot.” “Oh,” said the young man, “I saw you on the 
platform and thought you were a minister.” “I am a minister,” the 
man replied. “Then why can’t you tell me the way to Christ?” “Because 
there is no way to Christ. Jesus said, ‘I am the way.’ There is no way 
to a way. When you ask me to show you the way to Christ that is 
like asking me to show you the road to the road. Christ is here; Christ 
is the way; God says that you are to believe that He satisfied all of 


His demands against you when Christ died. There is no way to Christ; 
just believe that He is who He says He is and has done what He says 
He has done.” A wise answer. 
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CHAPTER 12 part 2 


THE BATTLE OF THE SOUL 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


rise against him in his life, his family, his business, and 

his other associations, to know that God sees the end 
from the beginning and is allowing it for His own glory and 
the believer’s good! Satan can do what he pleases with those 
who are not of the family of God, but God’s own may not 
be touched without permission. Those who are outside the 
faith are taken captive by the devil at his will (2 Tim. 2:26). 
Even more than this, we have in the story of the Gadarene 
maniac the evidence that the demons could not even touch 
the swine which were feeding at the top of the hill until 
the Lord had given permission (Lk. 8:32, 33). The scene 
indicates the panting desire of the demons who were about 
to hs cast out of the maniac to possess some sort of body, 
even if it were only the body of a pig. But even the animal 
creation is safe from Satan, and in the instance cited, only 
the specific permission of the Lord allowed them to enter 
the swine which then ran headlong down the steep place 
into the sea. 


Satan’s Power Limited 


In the light of these truths how the words of the Lord 
Satan concerning the limitations of the attack against the 
believer take on renewed force. There has gone forth from 
the throne of God a decree which forbids our enemy to 
move against us in any way that is outside the plan of the 
Father. How safe we are! No weapon that is formed against 
us shall prosper (Isa. 54:17). 

And now the full force of Satan’s spite flares forth against 
Job. Soldiers pillage. Servants are murdered. Goods are 
stolen. Winds blow. Lightning strikes. Houses fall. Children 
die. These are the acts of Satan. Today men call such things 
“acts of God,” and insurance companies use these very 
words in writing policies designed to protect us from the 
losses involved in such calamities which they, not knowing 
the truth, attribute to an inscrutable Creator. He, who sug- 
gested to Eve in the garden of Eden that God was unkind 
and would keep from them the joys and privileges that 
would come from eating the forbidden fruit, has sold to 
many of the human race the idea that calamities and dis- 
asters are all from God. God is the Creator of the universe, 
and every force of nature within the universe has been 
created by God and is subject to His complete control. But 
there can be no doubt that Satan is able to use some of 
these forces and that he does use them to his ends. He uses 
them against the unregenerate at his own whim, and he uses 
them against the children of God whenever the Lord takes 
down the hedge and permits him to hurl their force against 
the believer. In this sense they are acts of God for a believer 
but they are always acts of the devil for the unsaved. 


W:: comfort there is for the believer when the attacks 
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Sorrowful yet Rejoicing 


Job stood fast. Satan’s thrust was parried. The blow fell, 
but faith knew how to ward off its worst effects. The attack 
reached the emotions, as Job mourned for his children; but 
the blow did not wound his spirit, for that was fortified in 
the Lord; and Job lay in his mourning, sorrowful for his 
loss yet rejoicing in the Lord (cf. 2 Cor. 6:10). “Job arose, 
and rent his mantle, and shaved his head, and fell down 
upon the ground, and worshipped. And said, Naked came I 
out of my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return thither; 
the Lord gave, the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the 
name of the Lord” (job 1:20, 21). 

There is something almost majestic in the calm delibera- 
tion of this aggrieved saint, who proceeds methodically with 
the physical preparation of the outward signs of mourning. 
There was no wild outcry of wailing. There certainly was 
no cursing of God. If we can read between the lines, we 
can almost hear him say to the servant: “Bring me some 
water and soap, and bring my razor, that I may shave my 
head.” And as the three remaining servants stood by in 
wonderment, his hand did not tremble as he brought the 
sharp instrument to his head. Satan’s children may use the 
razor to cut their throats when they have been bereft. of 
loved ones and despoiled of property, because this has been 
their life and they now have nothing left to live for. But 
Job continues his task; the locks fall from his head. And the 


. tears fall within his heart and are all gathered in God’s 


bottle (Psa. 56:8). The Scripture adds that in all this 
trouble Job sinned not, nor did he charge God with in- 
justice. 

Here is faith triumphant. Job had no thought of any 
personal proprietary rights either in children or in posses- 
sions. He recognized that everything he possessed in life 
was a trust from God. The Lord who had given to him 
had a right to take from him if He so desired. God is the 
only being in the universe who knows the end from the 
beginning, and His perspective is that of perfection. Job 
believed this and so he was able to worship God. 


Satan’s Report 


As the roar of guns on Guadalcanal caused an echo all 
over the world, and a nation went about its work with one 
eye on the headlines and one ear on the news reports, and 
a prayer in the heart for sons and brothers fighting in a far 
island, so Heaven was interested in the conflict that was 
raging within and about Job. Once more God convened 
Heaven’s court, and the angel hosts were present. Again 
Satan was singled out and required to bring in a report on 
his doings. This time his statement that he had been going 
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to and fro in the earth and walking up and down in it 
seems evasive and face-saving. He had been in Job’s back 
yard, and all Heaven knew it. He had had some dust on 
earth, but he was to eat more in the sight of all Heaven. 

Once more the direct question is asked about Job. This 
time the answer is a snarl and a lie. The first time he had 
spoken some truth. This time he dares to lie directly to 
God. This is, in: itself, an indication of Satan’s character. 
Most lies are told when there is a possible chance that the 
one to whom the lie is told may be deceived. There is a 
momentary advantage to be gained for the liar by his de- 
ception. But here is a lie to God, who is light and in whom 
dwelleth no darkness at all. “Skin for skin, yea, all that a 
man hath will he give for his life. But put forth thine hand 
now, and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will curse 
thee to thy face” (2:4, 5). 

The annals of man are filled with stories of men who 
have given life away cheaply, flippantly, pointlessly. There 
is no coin of stupidity and shallowness that has not been 
accepted by man in exchange for life. Though it may seem 
preposterous and irrational, men have given life for the 
smile of a worthless woman who cared nothing for them. 
Though it may seem foolish and absurd, men have given life 
for the bravado of a dare. There were no tabloids at the 
time of Job to record the prattle about such deeds of oddity, 
yet they must have been known since we find a record of 
Lamech, who boasts, “I have slain a young man who did 
no more than wound me. I have killed a fellow who did 
nothing but hurt me. If God thinks that he has to go around 
protecting Cain by a mark on him to keep someone from 
hurting him, he doesn’t have to worry about me. If he 
would avenge Cain sevenfold, I will avenge myself seventy 
and sevenfold” (Gen. 4:23, 24). Such men take or give life 


without a thought. The lie, then, has in it more of effrontery 
- than deceit. 


Satan’s Folly Revealed 


The plan of God is to lead this foe to reveal his own folly. 
Satan is mighty from our point of view but insignificant 
from that of Heaven. He is allowed to make declarations 
before the court of Heaven that reveal the hollowness of 
his pretension and to commit actions before men that 
show the evil of his purpose. Furthermore, he who had 
pretended to an ability to rule the universe without God 
is to display his intrinsic weakness when faced by a being 
even lower than the lowliest angel. It is to be demonstrated 
that a frail child of Adam, availing himself of the spiritual 
power provided by a loving God, is mightier than the high- 
est of all created beings. 

Again the Lord answers with brevity: “Behold, he is in 
thine hand; but save his life” (2:6). Now Satan has permis- 
sion to touch Job, but not to the point of death. Here, 
again, we see some of the power possessed by Satan. He has 
the power to bring disease and suffering upon man, and in 
some cases, to end his life on earth. What light this throws 
on some of the tales of wonder that are published from time 
to time by the false religions of earth! Satan has the power 
to put his hand on an unsaved individual and to make him 
ill; he then has the power to take his hand from that in- 
dividual, thus effecting a cure, to the glory, perhaps, of 
either a Mary Baker Eddy of New England or of a Mary. of 
Lourdes. We should never forget that all religion in the 
world that does not accept fully, the person and work of the 
Lord Jesus is Satanic religion. The New Testament signi- 
ficantly sets forth the fact that spirits controlled by Satan 
are behind the shrines of the earth religions, and that all 
prayer that is made at these shrines is prayer to Satan and 


March 1955 


_that all worship offered there is garnered by him (1 Cor. 


10:19, 20). 

Once more the full force of Satan’s spite. flares forth 
against Job. “Satan smote Job with sore boils fromi the sole’ 
of his foot unto his crown.” But again Job stood fast, 
parrying the thrust of Satan. The blow fell, but faith knew 
how to ward off its worst effects. It did not wound Job’s 
spirit, for that was resting quietly in the Lord. “He took 
him a potsherd to scrape himself withal; and he sat down 
among the ashes.” There may be a time when physical pain 
comes almost as a release from the greater sufferings of 
the mind and heart. Certainly Satan misplayed his strategy, 
for a mind that had suffered the loss of ten children in a 
day’s calamity would find a good case of boils somewhat in 
the nature of an opiate. ) 

At this point, Satan attacked with something much worse 
than boils—Job’s wife turned against him. Totally failing 
to comprehend what was happening to him, like Elisha’s 
servant who saw the soldiers but did not see the angels, this 
companion of his life and mother of his children said to 
her husband, “Dost thou still retain thine integrity? curse 
God, and die.” How can we account for this defection? 
According to all the teaching of Scriptures, we must credit 
it either to the separate origination of this evil within 
Job’s wife as a child of Adam or to the prompting of Satan 
and her willing compliance therewith. In either case it is 
of Satan. 

This woman falls far short of the task that was given to 
her by God in her position as a wife. Woman was originally 
given to man as a help fit for his use. Failure to give him 
comfort and strength in the time of his great spiritual need, 
which was now compounded by a physical need, was trea- 
son since this was her one reason for existence upon the 
earth. A woman should be like a warm hearth fire by which 
a man, when he has labored in the cold world, may come in 
and warm himself before going out once again to his labor. 
For her to have been passive in the time of his need would 
have been for the fire to die down to ashes. For her to 
speak positively against him was for the fire to flare up 
and burn him. She was a tool of Satan. Job had the courage 
to speak to her from the depths of his misery: “Thou 
speakest as one of the foolish women speaketh.” The term 
is one that is used for insanity. He continued with a rebuke 
that was at the same time a magnificent expression of 
faith. He asked, “What? Shall we receive good at the hand 
of God and shall we not receive evil?” 

Here was a declaration of Job’s faith in God's sovereign 
right to do with His creature.as it pleases Him. It was the 
expression of faith in the fact that the Father has never 
made a mistake. The Lord knows what He is doing. Since 
He is omniscient and omnipotent, and since His name is 
love, it must follow in any kind of logic that whatever He 
does is the best that could possibly be done in any set of 
circumstances. Job knew this, and so he was just as ready 
to accept disaster at the hand of the Lord as he was ready 
to accept the rich blessings which he had known for so 
many years. In all this Job did not sin with his lips. 

The next phase of the battle, which is the longest in the 
record of the fight, may be treated briefly. Job was visited 
by friends who attempted to meet his need with worldly 
logic. Their idea was that there must be a spiritual cause 
back of every adversity and that Job’s condition was prima 
facie evidence that he must have offended God. This idea 
dominated the Middle Ages and it is still current in much of 
the thinking of the spiritually untaught today. There was 
some excuse for Job’s comforters in that they lived before. 


(Continued on page 35) 
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INTERNATIONAL 


LESSONS 


By HERBERT HENRY EHRENSTEIN 


MARCH 20, 1955 


Ch J ti L J J 
Acts 20:17-35; Romans 6:12-14; 


Thewalonians 4:19 1 Peter 1:13 
1 4:1-8; 1 Peter 1:13-16; 
1 John 2:1-17 — 
Printed Text: Colossians 3:5-10; 
1 Timothy 4:16; 1 John 2:16 
Devotional Reading: Matthew 7:16-21 


DATES AND (1) Acts. The book of 
SETTINGS Acts, probably penned 
about 61 A.D. by Luke, records the events 
of the early Christian church from c. 30 
A.D. to 60 A.D., concluding with Paul's first 
imprisonment in Rome. The assigned por- 
tion treats events connected with Paul’s 
return from his third journey, specifically 
the ver at Miletus where he met with 
the of the Ephesian church. (2) Ro- 
mans. The epistle to the Romans was writ- 
ten by the apostle Paul to the church at 
Rome from Corinth during his third jour- 
ney, c. 56 A.D. Its purpose was to furnish 
doctrinal knowledge to a growing church. 
(3) Ephesians. One of the so-called “prison 
epistles” written by Paul during his first 
Roman imprisonment, c. 59-61 A.D. It is 
thought by many scholars that this letter 
was a “form letter” since many of the 
better Greek manuscripts do not contain 
the words “at Ephesus” (1:1). It may, there- 
fore, have been a ral epistle sent to 
several churches with the churches’ names 
inserted. (4) Colossians. Another of the 
“prison epistles” written from Rome by 
Paul, c. 60 A.D. It was penned to combat 
serious error which had begun to creep into 
the church at Colossae which Paul had not 
visited. (5) 7 Thessalonians. An epistle writ- 
ten from Corinth to the local church at 
Thessalonica in answer to some problems 
which had arisen in that city. The date is 
c. 50-51 A.D. (6) 1 Timothy. One of the so- 
called “pastorals,” given that name because 
they were written to Timothy, a young pas- 
tor in the city of Ephesus, who was Paul’s 
protégé. The date can be set c. 64-65 A.D. 
(7) I Peter. This epistle was written by the 
apostle Peter, c. 63-65 A.D., from “Babylon” 
(5:13) which, as many point out, may be 
figurative language, as is used in the Revela- 
tion, for Rome. Others, of course, deny the 
idea that Peter was ever in Rome. (8) 
I John. Much has been written concerning 
the authorship of the Johannine literature. 
Was it John the apostle, or some other 
John? S forbids our discussion of the 
— ere. Any of the conservative in- 

uctions to the New Testament will 
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adequately cover the matter. We accept the 
authorship of the apostle John and date the 
letter c. 85-90 A.D., when John was an old 
man. 
INTRODUCTION The subject of our lesson 
ee for this Sunday is “Chris- 
tian Living.” One of the tragedies in much 
of our modern-day Christendom is the tre- 
mendous emphasis we put on getting people 
to come to Jesus Christ for salvation, and 
the pitifully inadequate emphasis. on the 
importance of Christian living thereafter. 
In much of contemporary conservative or 
fundamental Christianity there is an abys- 
mal dearth of Christian ethics. It has al- 
most become a case of “anything goes” 
once you have been “saved.” Jim Vaus, Jr., 
one of Billy Graham’s most publicized con- 
verts, has written an excellent article in the 
ar og campus magazine of the Inter- 

vent Christian Fellowship, His,* in which 
he tells of an occasion shortly after his con- 
version. He was speaking at a mountain 
camp for young people out West and, after 
giving his testimony, invited young people 
to make a decision for Christ. Some four- 
teen responded. One of the counselors 
talked to them most earnestly, and after 
explaining a portion of John 3:16 he asked 
them if they “believed.” O yes, they all be- 
lieved, as nodding heads gave evidence. A 
few moments later, the counselor was pat- 
ting the “converts” on the back, praising 
their “decision for Christ.” It was concern- 
ing this point that Jim Vaus has asked: 
“Is that all there is to being saved?” The 
answer is: Most definitely not! Unless the 
supposed profession of faith produces a 
genuine change of heart or—to use Jim 
Vaus’ words—unless the Lord Jesus Christ 
“invades” our whole lives, the profession is 
worthless. We must learn that our Chris- 
tianity is not a religion; it is a life to be 
lived all day and every day—completely for 
the glory of the Lord. Our assigned texts 
deal with some Bible portions that should 
make us think. The texts can be outlined as 
follows: I. Exchanging the Old for the New 
(Col. 3:5-10); II. Examples of Christ (1 Tim. 
4:12); III. Guarding Our Walk (1 John 
2:1-6). 


The Exposition 
COLOSSIANS There are two definite 
3:5-10 trains of thought involved 
in the portions of Scripture which deal with 
the crucifixion of the believer in Christ. 
One line of thought states specifically that 
we as children of God have been crucified 
with Christ—i.e., we are dead to sin. The 
other suggests that we must mortify (put 
to death) the flesh, with its affections. The 
matter can best be understood when we 
* James A. Vaus, Jr.: “Devils Also Believe,” 

in His, December, 1954. 





realize that positionally, God counts us as 
being dead with Christ and risen with Him. 
He has declared this for us in Christ. Yet, 
there must be a time—possibly a series of 
times—when we, as individuals, recognize 
this and count it as being true in our own 
lives. Thus, when Paul here suggested that 
the Christian put to death his earthly mem- 
bers (v. 5), and put off his sinful habits 
(v. 8), he was speaking of the responsibility 
which rests on us to claim for ourselves what 
God has already made available for us. The 
process of maintaining a life of surrender 
to the Lord is not always an easy one; there 
are times when outright ruthlessness in 
dealing with self is necessary on our part 
to keep from going along with the run-of- 
the-mill type of Christian living. But there 
is an urgent need for God’s people to take 
a firm stand, individually, against the 
wickedness of our age. This can be accom- 
plished when each Christian begins to set 
aside personal interests and put foremost 
the one, consuming desire of following the 
— of Jesus Christ set forth in the 
Word. 


1 TIMOTHY 4:12 This verse is often taken 

to mean that the people 
in the church at Ephesus where Timothy 
served as a youthful pastor ought not to 
look down on him because he was only a 
young man and somewhat inexperienced 
and unskilled. But, that is not what the 
text means at all. Rather, it was a bit of 
sound advice given to Timothy—and we can 
well benefit from it today—not to give the 
congregation cause to find fault with him or 
to despise him. In short, it is a way of 
saying that the child of God must measure 
up to a standard which is higher than that 
which the world sets for itself generally. 
In spite of their general disdain for Chris- 
tianity, the world still has a healthy respect 
for those in the church who measure up to 


the standard the world has formulated for - 


those who name the name of Christ. In 
other words, the world expects—and rightly 
sol—that we shall live on a higher plane 
than they do; and when the church fails to 
do this, the world insists—again, rightly so! 
—that there cannot be much to our brand 
of Christianity. Like Timothy, all of us 
have an absolute duty to so live, as exam- 
ples of Christ, that no one can have cause 
to despise us or the Christ we represent. 
Observe the five* phases of life in which 
we are to be examples for the Lord Jesus: 
(1) speech; (2) conduct; (3) love; (4) faith; 
(5) purity. It would take all of life alone 
to maintain those five points of Christian 
living, for it is a full-time job to be a Chris- 
tian. There is the blueprint; it is our task 
to bring our lives into conformity to it in 
all things. 
* The word “spirit” in the AV, is not in 
the best Greek texts. 
1 JOHN 2:1-6 A part of Christian living 
: is availing ourselves of the 
rovision God has made for our failures. 
us, John has suggested the procedure 
when sin enters our lives. It is as if he said: 
“I've written all this in order that you 
might not sin; but I know the old nature is 
capable of nothing but sin, so here is God’s 
provision—Jesus Christ our Advocate!” 
Couple this great truth with the ninth 
verse of the previous chapter and you have 
the glorious promise that God is ever read 
to forgive and restore the penitent child. 
Yet, that fact does not give us the privilege 
of capitalizing on His mercy. The Christian 
walk in holiness is an important feature to 
keep in mind. This is brought home most 
clearly in the sixth verse of this chapter: 
“He who claims to be abiding in Him ought 
to be conducting his life himself, in the 
same way in which He did.” Let no person 
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. life and habits, denies the 





claim to be a Christian who, by his daily 


which Christ the, living Word, and the 
Bible, the written Word, stand. While it is 
decidedly true that works in themselves are 
devoid of saving power (Eph. 2:8, 9), it is 
similarly true that a professed faith which 
fails to produce a fruitage in life’s spiritual 
activities is an empty and valueless faith 
(Jas. 2:20 

There is in this lesson a plea for a walk 
and a life of the Christian which is con- 
sistent and in conformity with the require- 
ments of the — If such harmony 
does not exist, we have every right to ques- 
tion the validity of a professed salvation. 
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The Christian and the Social Order 
Matthew 5:13-16; Luke 10:29-37; Romans 13; 
Ephesians 4:17-32; 1 Peter 4:12-19 
Printed Text: Matthew 5:13-16; 
Romans 13:8-10; 1 Peter 4:12-16 
Devotional Reading: Romans 12:9-21 
DATES AND (1) Matthew. Once again, 
SETTINGS this is a portion of the 
so-called “Sermon on the Mount,” preached 
by our Lord at the outset of His public 
ministry, and setting forth the principles of 
the kingdom. (2) Luke. The portion in 
Luke tells the familiar story of the Good 
Samaritan concluding with the urgent com- 
mand: “Go thou and do likewise!” as a 
commission for social action. (3) For Ro- 
mans, Ephesians, and 1 Peter see last week’s 

lesson commentary. 
INTRODUCTION It has long been debated 
by Christians how much 
attention should be given to social activi- 
ties either directly or indirectly connected 
with the spiritual message of the gospel 
That is, is it sufficient merely to preach the 
message that Christ died for sinners, and 
invite people to come to Christ? Or should 
there be the added effort to minister to the 
bodies of the needy as well, e¢.g., the sick, 
poor, mentally-afflicted, the drunkard, and 
drug-addict? And if this ministry be added, 
how far is the church obligated to go? 
Where does the church’s ministry cease and 
the efforts of medical and psychiatric agen- 
cies begin? On many of the world’s mission 
fiélds missionaries have long been res 
sible for ministering to the bodies of the 
natives as a means to the end of reaching 
their souls for Christ. What shall be the 
attitude of the Christian on the home field? 
Or, to change the — what obligation 
does the Christian have to his government? 
How far. may governmental authority con- 
trol the Christian’s conscience? And, as a 
side issue, though very important for con- 
sideration, what must the Christian’s atti- 
tude be toward that which the world has 
to offer? He accepts readily such benefits as 
electricity, gas, pi water, modern hous- 
ing facilities, modern roads and highways, 
the radio, and now, television. Where must 
the child of God draw the line? In view of 
his ready acceptance of many of the world’s 
benefits and social forces, must he sever 
opera, motion pictures, sports events, 
theater, etc., from his schedule of activities? 
How consistent can or must a Christian be? 
None of these questions is answered in this 
lesson commentary; they are presented only 
as introductory thoughts for the subject on 
which the commentary dwells. But, they 
must be faced by individual Christians; 
each person must be fully persuaded in his 
own mind what his duty and obligation 
may be. This decision ought to be arrived 
at by oneself rather than because of what 
others try to force upon one. Remember 
the Word insists that to our own master we 
stand or fall (Rom. 14:5). Face the issues 
we must as Christians, for a Christian can- 
not be neutral on such vital matters. The 
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sooner, therefore, the Christian is settled 
in his own mind as to what his position is, 
the more serene will be his life. 

We would suggest the aay as an 
outline: I. What the Believer Is (Mt. 5:13- 
16): A. Salt; B. Light. Il. The Christian's 
Obligation (Rom. 13:8-10). III. Rejoicing in 
Reproach (1 Pet. 4:12-16). 


The Exposition 
MATTHEW 5:13-16 This “Sermon on _ the 
Mount” can never be fully 
understood unless it is realized that it —< 
not possibly apply, in its totality, to: the 
unsaved only PAVhen Jesus these 
words, He addressed them primarily to His 
disciples who were seated round about Him 
while He spoke. To be sure, the multitudes 
who flocked about Him wherever He went 
were within earshot, but the words did not 
apply to them except in the most indirect 
manner. These statutes were akin to the 
by-laws of the which Christ was 
about to offer to roe and which 
they rejected. If you to the very 
first thin —= = in this “sermon,” Sc 
detiniel iritual poverty as a uisite 
for entrant hans the kingdom, Peng roma 
nition of the fact that man is bankrupt 
spiritually. This ing leads natu- 
to verse 4—man’s sense of mourning 
that such is the condition of his being. It is 
at this point that. a ific change takes 
lace; call it conversion, regeneration, being 
again. But verse 6 describes a condi- 
tion which is true of the believer alone: he 
only hungers and thirsts after ri —— : 
no unregenerate person ever does! en, 
too, mercy is a quality found only in the 
saved child of God; unredeemed folk know 
nothing of genuine m though they may 
occasionally show pity. verse 8 desig- 
nates the pure heart as an achievement of 
the one who has been born.again; he shall 
one day see God. These facts must be kept 
in mind if we are to understand verses 
13-16. 

Observe the change in pronoun which 
first appeared in verse 11—“they” becomes 
“ye”; the Lord was concentrating upon 
His own. The ‘other material had been 
rather general; this was specific. What is the 
purpose of salt? Why are Christians styled 
the “salt of the earth”? In Biblical times, 
salt was used as a preservative, there being 
no ice or refrigerator service. Whatever 
foods (especially meats). were to be kept 
were preserved with salt to remove mois- 
ture. It was also used as a condiment of 
flavoring, as today. A significant use of salt 
was as an antiseptic to prevent infection. 
Newborn babies were washed in a saline 
solution for antiseptic p This was 
so important, in fact, that the Arabs would 
ee ee Se ee ee 
“antiseptic” purpose of washing a baby, i 
no al solution was ouitabie And, Trait 
was used as a fertilizer;- more literally, a 
mixture of salt with other ingredients for 
salt alone was a detriment to plant growth 
(Jud. 9:45). 

Consider how the Christian is like salt! 
We are a preservative of our land. As long 
as there were five rightcous in Sodom, 

did not destroy it. As long as the Church 
of Jesus Christ is here, the world will be 
safe from wrath. Flavoring. In Colossians 
4:6, the Christian is told to let his message 
be seasoned with salt; we are to present 
the 1 in such a way that it will appeal 
to the “taste” of the needy hearts of men. 
An antiseptic. In a world that has no sound- 
ness but wounds, es, and putrifying 
sores (Isa. 1:6), the tian is an antiseptic 
with his message of healing in Christ. And, 
as fertilizer, the Christian is to assist others 
to grow in grace and knowledge. A similar 





study can be made by the individual stu- 
. dent of the uses of light to show how the 
Christian is now—since Christ's physical 
absence (John 9:5)—the light of the world. 
ROMANS 13:8-10 There can be no doubt 
that the Word of God in- 

sists that the Christian owes allegiance to 
the particular government of his land, and 
that such allegiance—except where it in- 
terferes with his worship of God—must be 
rendered to the authorities. This includes 
the payment of taxes (v. 6), giving of re- 


| spect to the ruler of the land (v. 7), and 


in general, submitting to the authority 
vested :in the government. In verse 8 ff., 
Paul has presented the importance of love 
as a solvent of the problems of man. If it 
were ible to maintain love on an inter- 
national basis (it is not!), there would be 
no further — problems. But, even 
among Christians there is a sad dearth of 
love where you would expect to find this 
highest rule of life the most prevalent. This 
is to our shame and each should search his 
own heart and life. In verse 9, the apostle 
has summed up all of God’s commandments 
concerning our fellow man under one head- 
ing as did Jesus (Mt. 22:37 ff.): love for our 
neighbors. And, should we inquire who 
may be our neighbor, our lesson text refers 
us to Luke .10:29-37, the story of the Good 
Samaritan which,it would not harm us to 


read, 
1 PETER 4:12-16 The whole question of 
suffering for Jesus’ sake is 
one which is not at all understood in Amer- 
ica because we have not known suffering for 
righteousness’ sake. If we could be forced 
to live behind the Iron Curtain of Com- 
munism or the Purple Curtain of Roman- 
ism, we would have a more complete’ grasp 
of what it is to suffer for Jesus Christ. As 
this is written, the writer has just returned 
from a Community Tha ving service 
composed of Methodist, Baptist, Presbyter- 
ian, and Lutheran churches. The Lutheran 
minister ay a the message and voiced 
what we have long insisted would be a 
thing for America: that God would send us 
some persecution to awaken us out of our 
complacency and self-centeredness. Certainly 
it would not be pleasant; God's ways are not 
always pleasant. But, should that time Of 
affliction come upon our beloved land in 
the providence of God, how vital and real 
would the before us come to be. 


' In Philippians 1:29 we are told that suffer- 





ing is a very part of the Christian faith over 
and beyond mere believing. In Colossians 
1:24, the apostle suggested that there was 
something we can do to fill up that which 
is lacking in the afflictions of Christ. Not 
that His work at Calvary was incomplete. 
But, in a sense, we can share in the suffer- 
ings which were His on earth; indeed, this 
should be our lot as He Himself said 
(John 15:18-21). “If any one suffer as a 
Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let 
him glorify God on this behalf.” 
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SECOND QUARTER—APRIL, MAY, JUNE 
(Doctrine) 


Christian Teaching 
(Continued) 
APRIL 3, 1955 
The Cross and Christian 
iscibleshi 


Matthew 21:1-11; Luke 9:23-24; 
John 12:20-26; 2 Corinthians 5:14-19 
Galatians 2:20, 21; 6:14-17 


Devotional Reading: Luke 9:23-27 


DATES AND (1) Matthew. The portion 
SETTINGS in Matthew’s Gospel pre- 
sents the story of the triumphal entry of 
our Lord into the city of Jerusalem in ful- 
fillment of Old Testament prophecy. (2) 
Luke. The account deals with the events 
which transpired immediately after Peter's 
famed confession of faith at Caesarea-Phil- 
ippi. (3) John. This story, alone in John’s 
Cospel is one of the interesting sidelights 
of the ministry of Christ. The approach of 
certain Gentiles seeking audience with 
Christ elicited a significant response from 
the Lord. (4) 2 Corinthians. As has been 
pointed out previously, the Corinthian cor- 
respondence probably included some five 
letters in all, some from Corinth to Paul, 
and some from Paul to Corinth. We have 
two extant copies in our Bible. Written 
from Macedonia c. 55 A.D. (5) Galatians. 
There are two views concerning the date 
of the Galatian letter, depending on 
whether the reader accepts the “South 
Galatian” or the “North Galatian” theory. 
Space forbids a discussion. We recommend 
one of the ‘conservative introductions to 
the New Testament, ¢.g., Cartledge or 
Thiessen, obtainable through Eternity Book 
Service. 


INTRODUCTION In discussing the doctrine 
the cross and its rela- 
tion to those who become disciples because 
of the cross, we must necessarily consider 
the meaning of the cross. Why did God re- 
quire it, and the atonement which was 
offered on that cross? What does the cross 
mean to us today? It is interesting to ob- 
serve that, through the centuries, there have 
been all manner of ideas set forth as to 
the meaning of the cross. There is, for 
example, the Governmental Satisfaction 
theory which holds that when Py died 
on the cross, He did not satisfy all of God’s 
demands, but God was sufficiently satisfied 
with His suffering as a substitute for the 
full penalty, that He was willing to pardon 
sinners. The Exam 2 3 idea states that Jesus 
death was that of a martyr, and His re- 
demption is only in the manner in which 
He demonstrated faithfulness to truth and 
duty. Another idea has been that which is 
called the Moral Influence idea of the death 
of Christ, very similar to the foregoing. In 
this theory, it is the love of God who al- 
lowed His Son to die on the cross that is 
supposed to soften human hearts and make 
them receptive to the Christian message. A 
fourth idea is the Gradual Purification 
theory. This teaches that Christ took on 
Adam’s fallen nature when He was born, 
and throughout life, sought to “better” it 
until, by His suffering and death, He com- 
a purified it from original depravity. 
Now, there is no doubt that all of these 
ideas—and there are a great many more— 
have some element of truth in them. 

But the real meaning of the cross lies 
deeper by far. Man, by virtue of Adam’s 
choice to rebel against God, became a sin- 
ner, and every descendant of Adam is born 
with a sinful nature that eventually will 
- him to Hell — a death 
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for Adam’s sin, but rather for his own un- 


‘less it is dealt with; (2) made available to 


‘all who so desire, eternal life with full par- 
don and forgiveness for sins through per- 
sonal faith in and commitment to the Lord 
Jesus Christ. In doing so, Jesus Christ com- 
pletely, and forever, satisfied the divine 
claims of justice against man. “He who 
knew no sin, became sin for us that we 
might be made the righteousness of God in 
Him.” (2 Cor. 5:21). 

The cross was never meant to be an orna- 
mental object; it was and always should re- 
main an instrument of death—crucifixion. 
And, we might well add, the way to disciple- 
ship and loyalty to Christ is never through 
any other means than death—to sin, self, 
the things of the world which militate 
against Christ. Jesus made that very plain 
when He said that if anyone would come 
after Him as a follower, learner, disciple, 
he must first of all repudiate self, submit 
to crucifixion in the sense that Paul spoke 
of it (Gal. 2:20), and only then, follow Him 
(Lk. 9:23). 

We submit the following brief outline 
for the two Passages assigned to us in the 
printed text: 1. The Promise of an Open 
Door (John 12: 20-26): A. The Gospel to the 
Gentiles. II. The Burden of Reconciliation 
(2 Cor. 5:14-19). 


The Exposition 


JOHN 12:20-26 The triumphal entry of 

our Lord into the city of 
Jerusalem on what has since been called 
“Palm Sunday” caused a tremendous furore. 
The populace who, for many years, had 
been waiting for someone who would come 
as a national deliverer—politically speaking— 
went wild with joy. The disciples of the 
Lord who had been wondering why He did 
not show His hand of power and save the 
day for them, were at last convinced beyond 
all doubt that within a short time the 
Romans would be eating out of their hand. 
The Pharisees were greatly disturbed and 
verse 19 of this chapter reports their con- 
sternation: “*. . . behold, the world has gone 
after him.” How significant the statement 
was, the Pharisee who made it probably 
little realized. But the very next verses give 
us an inkling of that prophetic truth. Jesus 
had come to minister primarily to the “lost 
sheep of the house of Israel”; but, repudi- 
ated by them, He would offer Himself as 
Redeemer for a lost world. A certain por- 
tion of that world now arrived to seek an 
interview with Jesus. These Greeks were 
probably residents of a national colony in 
the vicinity of Bethsaida; hence, they sought 
out Philip who had a Greek name, came 
from that area, and would probably be 
sympathetic to their cause. Philip must 
have recalled the rebuff given to a Gentile 
who approached the Lord on another oc- 
casion (Mk. 7:24 ff.), and hesitated lest 
these Greeks from his home town receive 
the same seemingly-cold treatment. But 
after a hurried consultation with Andrew, 
they both approached Jesus. Strangely 
enough, the Scriptures do not indicate 
whether Jesus agreed to see the visitors or 
not; without doubt He did, for no one ever 
came to Jesus in deep sincerity and was 
turned away. But the entrance of these 
characters on the dramatic stage of our 
Lord’s life at this moment evoked a signi- 
ficant comment. Theretofore, He had re- 
peatedly said: “My hour has not yet come!” 
Now, the hour had come (v. 23)! If a gar- 
den seed is just left to lie on a table un- 
planted, it is of no value. But, plant it 
in the earth, and new life springs up. So, 
Jesus said that He would ey en as the 
grain of wheat; He would die! And from 
His death would come “life that would 
endless be.” This life would be for all— 
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D-DAY IN AFRICA! 


The great Pocket Testament League Campaign of 
Scripture distribution and mass evangelization has been 
launched in Africa! Following months of prayer and 
—. in the U. S., International Director Alfred 
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January to spearhead the Campaign. 


Mr. Kunz and Mr, Wagner have PRAYER — THE POWER 
been meeting with missionaries, BEHIND THE CAMPAIGN! 
government officials and national As never before in history, 
Christians to map out the plan of Africa today needs the prayers of 
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Jew or Gentile—whoever might come to 
partake of it. 


2 CORINTHIANS Perhaps verse 14 can be 
5:14-19 better understood if a 
more literal translation is given. “For the 
love of Christ binds us together, havin 
come to the conclusion that, since one di 
on behalf of all, therefore, all died.” This 
is the judicial declaration of God that 
when Jesus Christ died on Calvary’s cross, 
each believer was bound together with Him 
in death. And, correspondingly, although 
the text at this point does not teach it, 
when Christ rose, judicially every believer 
rose with Him into newness of life. The 
fifteenth verse goes on to say: “.. . he died 
on behalf of all in order that those who 
live should no longer continue to live for 
themselves, but for the one who died on 
their behalf and was raised again.” In other 
words, the Christian gospel is supposed to 
make so tremendous a change in our living 
habits that our own personal interests must 
never again occupy a significant place in 
our thinking; pa we five enmgieeaby for 
Him. That is why the apostle could go on 
to say, in verse 17, that the child of God is 
a “new creation” (Gk.); that our old ways 
of living are to be completely forsaken, and 
all things are to be different—new. If you 
will connect verse 18 with this, the apostle 
immediately says that these “all things” 
which are to be new, come from God who 
has done the reconciling work and com- 
mitted to us a ministry—a service—of re- 
conciliation. 

Here is the meaning of the cross in all 
its fullness. To satisfy divine wrath and 
a > <a man. To provide eternal 
ife for the pardoned sinner. To provide a 
gospel of life, joy, peace, and hope for a 
world that is in death, despondency, war, 
and hopelessness. And yet, one of the prin- 
ci factors back of the cross of Jesus 

ist, and one which is oftentimes over- 
looked, is the essentiality of living a life that 
is different, for the glory of God. “. . . they 
who live should no longer continue to live 
for themselves, but for the one who died 
for them . . .” We may well wonder when 
the reality of this truth will grip the Chris- 
tian church to such an extent that personal 
ambitions and desires will be put to one 
side, and the one all-important task of be- 
ing true disciples for Jesus Christ at all 
cost will grip us with a vigor that will make 
us what the Lord wants us to be. That real- 
ity can begin now—with youl 


APRIL 10, 1955 
Our Assurance of Eternal Life 
Mark 16:1-7; John 11:25-27;. 14:1, 2; 
1 Corinthians 15 
Printed Text: 1 Corinthians 15:3-10; 53-58 
Devotional Reading: Revelation 22:1-7 


DATES AND (1) Mark. The assigned 
[ ge tells the familiar 
story of the resurrection of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. (2) John. The first section of the 
Gospel of John given to us presents the 
conversation between Jesus and Martha, 
Lazarus’ sister, prior to the miracle of 
bringing back this man from the dead. 
Then, there is the familiar portion in 
which the Lord offers comfort to His har- 
assed disciples. (3) 1 Corinthians. This 
epistle was written by the apostle Paul 
to the church at Corinth during his stay 
at Ephesus on the third missionary journey, 
bly c. 55 A.D. The assigned chapter 
is, Of course, the well-known “resurrection” 
chapter. 
INTRODUCTION Due to publication sched- 
ules of magazines, it is 
neccessary for editors and writers to get 
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act appearance periodical for 
_ reading. The force of this was 
none home to this writer strongly as he 
sat down to te gyn the copy for this 
“Easter” issue. For, strange as it may seem 
to the reader, this copy was written just 
before Christmastime of last year. It is not 
merely the time element that struck home, 
but the association of the celebration in- 
volving the birth of our Lord and His death 
and resurrection. Actually as is so often 
pointed out, it is totally impossible to di- 
vorce the two events; God had them both 
in mind long before Christ came into the 
world; in fact, from eternity. Yet, in our 
own finite contemplations, we have a strong 
tendency to separate the ministry of Christ. 
His birth belongs to one season of the year; 
His baptism, triumphal entry, crucifixion, 
and resurrection to still other divisions of 
the calendar. When we contemplate the 
marvels of the resurrection of our Lord, let 
us en deavor to keep in mind the entire 
chain of events and tend that our eternal 
life was in the eternal plan of God. 

As an outline for the a | this week, we 
submit the following: I. The Event (Mk. 
16:1-7). Il. The Person (John 11:25-27). 
Ill. The Future (John 14:1, 2). IV. The 
Theology (1 Cor. 15). 


The Exposition 


There is, among Chris- 
tians, a very hazy idea of 
what actually took place that first “Easter” 
morning—the chronological sequence of 
events, that is. (The writer of these les- 
sons would be glad to send a mimeographed 
copy of the order of resurrection eyents to 
any readers who send a stamped, self-ad- 
dressed envelope to him, c/o Bethany Bap- 
tist Church, Fox Chase, Philadelphia, Pa.) 
Let us note certain facts in connection with 
this assigned text. (1) The women who ap- 
proached the tomb were convinced of His 
death; their spices attest this fact. (2) They 
came “very early,” i.e., at right after 
the Jewish Sabbath was ended, on which 
such an act of anointing would have been 
forbidden. Hence, it was probably still dark. 
(3) They were not deterred by the fear of 
the stone’s still being in place. So t was 
their love for the Saviour, that they were 
sure something could be done to move it. 
(4) They received encouragement and the 
commission of the Lord from the “young 
man” (angel ?) in the tomb. 


MARK 16:1-7 


JOHN 11:25-27. The whole story of the 
raising of is a 
one to review briefly at this point. 
From its very inception, we fend the “hen of 
God manifest. When Jesus received the 
message to come quickly, He purposely de- 
layed (v. 6)! And this, in spite of verse 5. 
We see again one of the great pu of 
sickness and even death (v. 4 and John 
9:3). At verse 11, we find that Jesus clearly 
implied and later stated openly that Laza- 
rus was already dead. The a harsh- 
ness of verses 14 and 15 is mitigated by the 
knowledge that Jesus was going to perform 
a miracle. Thomas’ statement (v. 16) bears 
relation to the threat suggested in verse 8; 
Thomas felt that they would all be stoned 
along with Jesus. Surely, he was not speak- 
ing of dying with Lazarus but with Jesus. 
It is significant that when the sisters re- 
ceived word that Jesus was coming, it was 
Martha—not Mary!—who came to meet Him; 
and this, in spite of the fact that Martha 
is always looked down upon for her sup- 
“carnality” in washing pots and pans. 
Observe also that Martha’s faith was super- 
ior to Mary’s in this time of stress. She was 
convinced of the Lord’s power “. . . even 
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now...” (v. 22). Mary and Martha both 
said the same (vv. 21 $2) bu 
“carnal” Martha sensed Christ’s a 

poet. In verse 25, Jesus made that magni- 


B 


cent statement Himself as the 
Resurrection and the . Look at that 
verse; read it ! If we may be permit- 
ted, let us 1 at it from the point of 


view of Christ’s return. When our Lord 
comes at the rapture (1 Thes. 4:13-18), the 
“dead in Christ shall rise” and we “who 
are alive and remain shall be caught up 
together with them.” — have 


had reference, at least indi y, to this 
event here? 
JOHN 14:1, 2 These are some of the 


most comforting words in 
the New Testament. How often they have 
soothed troubled hearts with the awareness 
of Christ's eternal presence. And when we 
know that He is the Resurrection and the 
Life—our guarantee of eternal life—the 
comfort He affords by His very presence is 
inestimable. It would have been nothing 
short of audacity for anyone other than 
the Son of God to claim from the people 
the same faith they put in God; yet He 
demonstrated the validity of the claim. And, 
in Heaven, He has prepared a place for us 
among the many dwelling places which 
belong to the Father’s house. 


1 CORINTHIANS It is often pointed out 
15:3-10; 53-58 that every major doctrine 
of the Word of God has a central rally 
ing point somewhere within the Word. 
The themes may be touched upon at vari- 
ous points throughout the entire Bible, but 
the “commentary” on each subject is located 
at one specific place. Thus, the doctrine of 
faith has its focal point in Hebrews 11. Love 
is commented upon in 1 Corinthians 13. 
The incarnation is summed up in John 
1:1-17 or Philippians 2:5-11. So, the doctrine 
of the resurrection has its central point in 
1 Corinthians 15. Because of space limita- 
tions, we can do nothing more than call 
certain things to your attention for con- 
sideration and further study. The first sec- 
tion (vv. 3, 4) defines in brief the gospel 
as Paul knew it. Note the emphasis on “ac- 
cording to the scriptures.” Lord did 
not just die, be buried, and rise; that would 
have been inadequate. He died and rose 
again “according to the ema ype 
ing all their requirements. Verses 5-8 offer 
convincing oe of His being alive; He was 
seen by itable witnesses, Paul being one 
of them. Paul described himself as one 
born “out of due time.” The Greek word 
is one which is used to describe a miscar- 
i in the birth process, and has been 
variously interpreted. Most probably, the 
apostle meant that, just as a 
cannot be called a child in the fullest sense, 
so Paul could not be called an yy merge at 
the time (v. 9). The other a were 
converted when they were called; they never 
opposed Jesus as did Paul; their “birth” as 
apostles was normal. With Paul it was other- 
wise. Yet (v. 10), God’s grace was what 
made him what he was, and in order to 
make up for his loss, he labored more 
abundantly. 

In verses 53-58, we have a description of 
the bodily resurrection of the believer. This 
“corruptible” (our bodies, subject to dis- 
integration at death) must put on “in- 
corruption”—the element of not being sub- 
ject to decay. The “mortal” (that which is 
subject to death) must be covered with 
deathlessness or immortality (see v. 56, the 
cause of physical death—sin!). oo sin is 
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NEW BOOKS 





A Modern Pilgrim in Progress 


By Ralph L. Keiper Book Review Editor 


A Study of History. Arthur J. Toynbee. 
Oxford University Press. 10 Vols. 3 In- 
dexes. $75.00. 

This mammoth work of Arnold J. Toyn- 
bee, A Study of History, has taken over 
thirty years to write. The “Study” is not 
a descriptive account of history, starting 
with creation and coming down to the 
resent, but rather a weaving back and 
forth showing that we of the present are 
contemporary with the past. 

No Christian school and library can be 
without this great work. Toynbee treats 
on everything “under the sun.” References 
to Christ, our Lord, and the Christian 
faith are to be found in many of the 
columns of the index. The reasons for the 
liberal’s attitude toward the Gospels are 
copiously documented so that a student 
has all the material in one work. 

The style is rich and readable. Every 
minister with a sense of history might well 
own this work. 





(Continued from page 7) 


death. Man’s understanding of the 
purpose of God leads to life. As 
though not finding his own magic use 
of words sufficient to describe the help- 
lessness of man apart from a sovereign 
God, he calls to his aid the poet: 


Some men with swords may reap 


the field 
And plant fresh laurels 
where they kill, 
But their strong nerves at last 
must yield: 
They tame but one another 
still. 
Early or late 


They stoop to Fate, 
And must fe up their murmur- 
ing brea 
When they, pale captives, creep 
to death (10:129). 


Man Needs Spiritual Light 
to Understand History 


Well might Toynbee say, “Man is 
cornered by God—whether in grace or 
judgment. God has smashed the ‘an- 
thropol’ of man—man’s self-deity. God 
refuses to give up His throne to man. 
His love invites man to the throne. 
His justice and holiness refuse to let 
man seize it.” 

Toynbee suggests by inference that 
God has to cause man to die in order 
to know the need of resurrection. He 
takes up the problem as to how this 
resurrection is brought about. To 
know that there is a God of history, 
to know that He has a plan for history, 
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to observe that He has walked in his- 
tory and to be willing to tread His 
trail through history is the beginning 
of life out of death, is the meaning of 
the resurrection, is the task of the his- 
torian, is the quest of the philosopher, 
is the way of the modern pilgrim in 
—_— . : : 

I may deal unduly with this section 
of Toynbee’s work. I do so for one 
reason. The biography of a man often 
determines to a great degree the phil- 
osophy he holds. In six thousand pages 
Toynbee has shown us the soul of the 
world; in these sixteen pages he has 
permitted us to visit the sanctum sanc- 
torum of his own soul. It may be that 
these sixteen pages are the key to the 
other six thousand. : 

Toynbee, after describing the life of 
“resurrection,” gives us his testimony 
as to how he entered into this “risen 
life” in history. 

“When the feeling for the poetry 

of the facts of History is thus 

transmuted into awe at the 

epiphany of God in History, the 

historian’s inspiration is preparing 

him for an experience that has 
been described as the ‘Beatific Vis- 
ion’ by souls to whom it has been 
vouchsafed. In this experience, 
God is seen face to face, and no 
longer through a glass darkly, and 
this means t the vision carries 
the Soul beyond the limits of His- 
tory or of any other avenue of ap- 
proach toward God through His 
revelation of His nature in His 
works. Yet, for every seeker - after 
God, his own God-given glimpse 
of the marvels of the Created Uni- 
verse—narrow-verged though his 
human horizon is bound to be—is 
a lamp unto his feet and a light 
unto his path; and the historian’s 
path ascends from a feeling of the 
poetry in History, through a sense 
of awe at God’s action in Histo 
to a participation of Man’s fellow- 
ship with Man which brings him 
to the threshold of the saint’s 
ion with God” (italics ours). 
“In this process of progressive in- 
itiation, the first stage in an his- 
torian’s spiritual pilgrimage is the 
experience of a communion on the 
mundane plane with persons and 
events from which, in his usual 
state of consciousness, he _ is 
sundered by a great gulf of Time 
and Space that, in ordinary cir- 
cumstances, is impassible for all 
his faculties except his intellect. 
A tenuous long-distance commerce 
exclusively on the intellectual 





lane is an historian’s normal re- 
ation to the objects of his study; 
yet there are moments in his mental 
life—moments' as. memorable as 
they are rare—moments in which 
temporal and spatial barriers fall 
and psychic distance is annihil- 
ated; and in such moments of in- 
spiration the historian finds him- 
self transformed in a flash from 
a remote spectator into an im- 
mediate participant, as the dry 
bones take flesh and quicken into 
life” (10:129, 130). 


The Poetry of the 
Facts of History 


There are a number of phrases 
which Toynbee uses in this passage 
which need explanation. One of these 
phrases is “the poetry of the facts of 
history.” What does this mean? Ob- 
viously he is not using this phrase in 
a popular sense, that is to say, that 
history is to be thought of as written 
in verse, blank or otherwise. He is us- 
ing the word “poetry” in the classical 
Greek sense of the term. Poetry was the 
language of the gods. All their exploits 
were written in great epics by Homer 
and Hesiod and others too numerous 
to mention. To the Greek mind a 
“poem” was the masterwork. Bringing 
this idea over into his usage through 
the word “poetry,” Toynbee employs it 
to signify the emotional reaction which 
occurs in the heart of one when he has 
intellectually grasped the underlying 
meaning within a pattern of given 
events. For Toynbee it is the move- 
ment of God in History. 

“If we-have been right in seeing 
in History a vision of God’s creation 
on the move, from God its source 
toward God its goal, we shall not 
be surprised to find, in the minds 
of creatures endowed with con- 
sciousness, an awareness of History 
being awakened by the mere ex- 
perience of being alive; but since 
we have observed that Time’s 
ever-rolling stream flows at a vary- 
ing pace, and that the surface of 
its waters is sometimes calmer and 
sometimes rougher, we shall also 
not be surprised to find that, in 
human minds whose innate re- 
ceptivity to the impress of History 
is presumably much the same on 
the average, the actual strength of 
the impression varies in accord- 
ance with the patient’s historical 
circumstances” (10:3). 

In discussing whether historians are 
born or made Toynbee gives us the es- 
sence of the “poetry of the facts of 
History” in his answer. 

“The present writer’s personal an- 
swer was that an historian, like 
anyone else who has had the 
happiness of having an aim in 
life, has found his vocation in a 
call from God to ‘feel after Him 
and find Him’ Acts 17:27” (10:1). 
In theological terms, to be touched by 
common grace is a real joy. As St. 
Paul’s words might have said, “To see 
the power and the Godhead in History 


is good!” 
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Another phrase which Toynbee is 
. fond of using is found in the following. 
“. . . moments when spatial and 
temporal barriers fall and psychic 

distance is annihilated. . . .” 

One of several illustrations will serve 
to explain what Toynbee means. Over 
forty years ago, as a young lad, Toyn- 
bee sat on a hillock with a copy of 
Livy on his knee. While reading he 
suddenly lost his sense of time and 
space. Like Alice, he found himself in 
a Wonderland—the Wonderland of His- 
tory, the History of Livy's Rome. The 
pages of Livy fled away. The characters 
spoken of in the pages took on real 
life, and Toynbee the reader became 
Toynbee the spectator and then Toyn- 
bee the participant. Finally, coming 
back to the present, he found that the 
people of the second century B. C. were 
as real as his fellow Englishmen. That 
his problems had been theirs. They 
were his contemporaries. This experi- 
ence called him to his quest in History. 
This experience started our modern pil- 
grim in his progress. 


Toynbee’s Mysticism Will 
Irritate Philosophers 


It is this mystical experience with 
the past, this experience which studies 
History in order to “feel after and to 
find God,” which will baffle the com- 
mentators who will try to understand 
Toynbee. As materialists and natural- 
ists they will have difficulty understand- 
ing him for he speaks in the language 
of the spirit. Though writing of our 
era as well as the past, he writes as 
though St. Augustine, St. Paul, and the 
prophets had asked him for a report on 
current affairs. 

The philosophers will resent the 
spiritual overtones which abound in his 
work. The rationalists will condemn 
him—with reason—because he refuses to 
be rational at all points but takes 
refuge in “the poetry of the facts of 
History,” which to them is a flight into 
irrationalism, a hiding in the mystical 
which irritates the philosopher no end. 

As a student of the Word of God, 
saturated in the theology of St. Paul, 
and a great admirer of St. Augustine 
who gave to philosophy its first great 
formulation of the philosophy of His- 
tory in his work, Civitate Dei, I would 
say that St. Paul and St. Augustine are 
in agreement with Toynbee on a num- 
ber of points. First, History is really 
God’s Story in nature and among men. 
History is moving toward God as its 
goal, having come from Him as its 
source. The Apostle and the Church 
Father would agree that God is sover- 
eign and will not tolerate any attempt 
on the part of man to play God. For 
man to worship man is death. The 
Missionary and the Bishop would agree 
with our modern historian that only 
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an appreciation of the purpose of God 
in History leads to a resurrection—a 
life out of death. 


Toynbee Loses His Path 
Toward God 


But at this point Paul and Augustine 
part company with Toynbee. They part 
company over the question, “How does 
one get to know the purpose of God 
in History?” Toynbee holds, as we have 
quoted, 

from’ a feeling of the poctry in 

a e in 

History, through a eae ae ae at 

God’s action in Hi to a par- 

ticipation of Man’s fellowship with 

Man which brings him to the 

threshold of the saint’s commun- 

communion with God (italics ours). 
This mystical experience which results 
in one’s identifying himself with His- 
tory, takes on an evolutionary process 
on a horizontal plane. Man fellowships 
with man. Theirs is an ascent upward, 
painful and wretched, which brings 
them to the threshold of the saint’s 
communion with God. This is a well 
chosen metaphor. Only to the- thres- 
hold! No entrance is gained. Indeed 
the path becomes faint. It is only a 
footprint in the underbrush. Our mod- 
ern pilgrim is stopped in his progress. 
He becomes desperate, realizing that he 
is lost. He, not knowing the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, calls 


on all the gods he can bring to mind— 


one whole page of them (10:143, 144). 
Toynbee leaves us with the impression 
that he has a glimpse of the Light of 
the Lord but has yet to know the Lord 
of the Light. 

Toynbee himself suggests, by implica- 
tion, why he has lost the path and im- 
mediately we can see wherein our 
modern pilgrim and Bunyan’s Pilgrim 
differ. Toynbee has told us that in 
seeking the City of God we are ever. 
in danger of being diverted by the self- 
deification of man. He also tells us 
that it is this world that gives testi- 
mony to God-—sufficient for us to find 
Him. Bunyan’s Pilgrim was afraid to 
trust the world alone. It was the Word 
of God and the testimony of Evangelist 
that helped him up the steep ascent to 
the Celestial City, ‘enabling him not 
only to reach the threshold, but to pass 
through. St. Paul and St. Augustine 
knew from personal experience the 
diversion of which Toynbee speaks; 
Paul diverted by his pride in being a 
Jew; Augustine by his pride in being 
a philosopher. They did not find God, 
either in a race, or in wisdom, or in 
the world. God found them. Coming 
down in sovereign grace, God entered 
their hearts, identifying Himself with 
them. Thus Paul and Augustine were 
both able to have true fellowship with 
man because their fellowship was first 
with God. The heavenly was joined to 





the earthly, the heart of God to the 
hearts of men, and Paul uses Toyn- 
bee’s word as found in the Greek of 
Ephesians two, “For we are His work- 
manship (His ‘poema’—poem) created 
in Christ Jesus unto good works,” the 
true poetry of the facts of History. 

Toynbee seems caught in the com- 
mon grace of God. It would appear 
that he is in the trap of grace. To bor- 
row a thought from the title of Francis 
Thompson’s poem, it would appear that 
Toynbee has been treed by “The 
Hound of Heaven.” 

These six thousand words, written in 
ten volumes, give us an Odyssey in 
common grace—a historical commentary 
on Romans chapter one, verses eighteen 
to twenty-three. If ever I needed to be 
convinced. Toynbee has proved Paul to 
the letter, that men are lost, not from 
ignorance, but from rebellion. 

EnpD 


Are the New Testament Documents Re- 
liable? F. F. Bruce. Eerdmans. 122 pp. 
$2.00. 

This is an American edition of a book 
published in Great Britain in 1943 with 
some minor changes. Bruce is a competent, 
thorough British evangelical scholar. It deals 
with certain problems of New Testament 
introduction in a simple, brief, but highly 
accurate manner. He comes to the conclu- 
sion that the New Testament books are re- 
liable; that archaeology has underwritten 
much of their history; and that document- 
ary and literary studies have substantiated 
the historical reliability of the New Testa- 
ment documents. Yet it is all done with a 
modest spirit and with reference to authori- 
tative and dependable treatises. 

We commend this book heartily to any 
Christian, college student, or pastor who 
may have doubts or troubles about the 
New Testament documents. 

BERNARD RAMM 


Introduction to Theology. John Christian 
Wenger. Herald Press. 411 pp. $4.00. 
The author is a professor in the Goshen 

College Biblical Seminary. The title of the 

book is somewhat misleading as it is prop- 

erly a study in Bible doctrine, not full-orbed 
systematic theology. The author writes from 
the standpoint of (1) one directly con- 
cerned with the message of the Bible and 

(2) one “thoroughly saturated with the 

doctrines of the Anabaptists” (p.v), better 

known in this country as Mennonites. This 

is the principal value of this book: it is a 

readable compendium of Mennonite be- 

liefs. 

The general features of Wenger's i- 
tion are: Mennonite, sapdendinenttie. 
anti-liberal, non-dispensationalist and Arm- 
inian. He cites many Mennonite thinkers 
which is something new in typical American 
evangelicalism. ere is little interaction 
with contemporary significant theological 
literature. 

He rejects infant baptism (p. 235), and 
although he accepts immersion as valid, 
thinks ing or effusion is most apostolic 
(p. 2 
the 


. He gives a wonderful summary of 

ip evidence for election then 

ives it an Arminian interpretation (p. 
$69)!1 He sets forth the Mennonite doctrine 
of non-resistance (p. 323 f.) and the simpli- 
city of life. oe a 
He is much against dispensationalism 
(cf. p. 27). 1 For example he writes: “In the 
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judgment of this present writer Dispensa- 
tionalism is a serious departure from Bibli- 
cal truth, an unsound system of interpre- 
tation, a depreciation of the church of 
Christ as an institution of God, a low view 
of the competence of the Old Testament 
prophets to predict the future through Holy 
Spirit inspiration, an undue emphasis on 
the primacy of the Jews in the program 
of God, a misunderstanding of the rela- 
tionship of Judaism to Christianity, and a 
fanciful system of interpretation in general. 
It is probably only a matter of time until 
Christian theologians will have been able 
to overcome this fanciful and unscriptural 
system of interpretation” (p. 366). 

He discusses the issue of the millennium 
by setting forth the merits and the demerits 
of the various beliefs, He has a good word 
about premillennialism and some criticism. 
He is least enthusiastic about postmillen- 
nialism. He has much good to say about 
amillennialism and notes that many Men- 
nonite theologians have been amillennial, 
but then offers it some criticism. He ends 
his discussion by saying we ought not fight 
over eschatology but get on with world- 
wide evangelism. 

The book is warm-hearted, loyal to the 
great truths of orthodoxy, filled with Scrip- 
ture citation, and is a convenient reference 
for Mennonite thought. However, a lack of 
theological precision and interpretative skill 
pervades most of the discussion, 

BERNARD RAMM 


Missions at the Crossroads. T. Stanley 
Soltau. Van Kampen Press. 183 pp., $2.50. 
The subtitle of this important book re- 

veals its purpose—The Indigenous Church 

—a Solution for the Unfinished Task. The 

author spent twenty-five years in Korea 

directing the pastoral, evangelistic and edu- 
cational work of the American Presbyter- 
ian Mission and as such is well qualified 
to write this book. The Christian Church 
must face the fact that missions are at the 
crossroads. Increasingly countries are clos- 
ing their doors to the foreign missionary, 
and yet the task is unfinished. The answer 
is found in the indigenous church, the 

Pauline method as revealed in the New 

Testament. Dr. Soltau who saw those prin- 

ciples work during his years in Korea out- 

lines them in this book. 

In fields where indigenous principles 
have not been followed there are tremend- 
ous difficulties to be overcome in the tran- 
sition period, but these have to be faced 
humbly and objectively if mission boards 
in those lands are to leave behind the or- 
ganism which will complete the task of 
evangelism. 

Probably the basic chapter in the book 
is “The Holy Spirit and Missions.” If this 
chapter is understood and the theory 
translated into practice then the following 
chapters on the pioneer stage, the organiz- 
ing stage, and training in leadership et 
cetera, will be of great practical value. 
Mission secretaries, field leaders and new 
missionaries would do well to ponder the 
message of this book. 

Robert I. BROWN 


Jesus and His Times. Daniel-Rops. Dut- 
ton. 615 Pp. $5.00. 

Fvangelical readers who are averse to 
reading a book by a Roman Catholic will 
not find in this volume anything that 
would be of interest to them. Other readers 
who have not yet learned to critically 
judge a book as they read are cautioned 
not to accept at face value all that Daniel- 
Rops has here set forth. But, for the dis- 
cerning reader of unbiased mind who seeks 
literary value in whatever camp it may be 
found, Jesus and His Times will provide 
sume refreshing hours of fascination. 
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general, whether they are a majority or 
a minority of the membership.” 

This decision has already drawn much 
fire from Baptists in other states. Con- 
setvative Southern Baptist leaders. in 
other states have long looked upon the 
Baptists of North Carolina and Virginia 
with great suspicion as to their doctrine. 
The teaching at Wake Forest College 
( a Baptist institution, but famed for 
its liberal position) has drawn the fire of 
many. It is hinted that the Southern 
Baptist convention will decide that the 
courts of North Carolina have inter- 
preted the law contrary to Baptist prin- 
ciples, and that this matter *may cause 
considerable cleavage in the denomina- 
tion. 

CHURCH ATTENDANCE UP 

The American Institute of Public Op- 
inion has announced that church attend- 
ance, which included 39% of the total 
adult population on a typical Sunday in 
1950, has now reached 46% of the total 
adult population, a figure that surpasses 
47,000,000 people. The Institute’s survey 
also found that 79%, of all U. S. adults 
said they were members of a church. A 
similar study in England shows 10% to 
15%, of the adult population at church 
on a typical Sunday. 


BIBLE BOOM IN CHILE 


A tremendous increase in Bible sales 
is reported from Chile, where the Bible 
Society has announced the sale of over 
4,000 Bibles in a week. In 1953 only 
16,908 Bibles were sold throughout the 
year. The leading newspaper of Santiago 
carried a little article to the effect that 
the store of the Bible society had ex- 
hibits of copies of the Bible in more 
than a score of languages. There was an 
immediate rush on the shop for Bibles of 
every kind. 


THEOLOGICAL INFECTION SPREADING 

John D. Rockefeller recently an- 
nounced the gift of more than $20,000,- 
000 to a corporation which he had set 
up for the development of theological 
training in the U.S.A. When we consider 
that Rockefeller money has developed 
some of the leading focal points of 
theological infection, the prospect is not 
a happy one. Already the theologians 
who hold to a humanistic philosophy 
rather than to the finality of God’s revel- 
ation in Christ dominate some of the 
greatest seminaries where they continue 
to infect the minds of young men with 
a philosophy which is definitely opposed 
to the supernatural concept of Chris- 
tianity. 
DISCRIMINATION AGAINST 
MISSIONARIES IN INDIA 

A new act of discrimination against 
missionaries has been made by the In- 





dian government at New Delhi. Until 
recently any member of the British Com- 


‘monwealth of nations could travel any- 


where within the commonwealth with an 
ordinary passport. The new regulations 
require that anyone coming into India, 
even from a nation within the common- 
wealth, must have a special visa if mis- 
sionary work is planned. 


ROMANIST VS PROTESTANT IN QUEBEC 

More than three hundred summonses 
were issued by the Quebec police on the 
recent holiday of the Epiphany, against 
stores that remained open in spite of the 
by-law which provides that all stores 
must be closed and shuttered on seven 
Roman Catholic holidays. Quebec is 
largely Romanist but the majority of 
the great commercial enterprises are 
operated by English-speaking Canadians 
who have protested the law. The mat- 
ter has been carried to the Canadian 
Supreme Court and decision will come 
later in the year. 


NEW HONOR FOR NIDA 

Honor could not come more deserved- 
ly than that which has been recently be- 
stowed on the Rev. Eugene A. Nida, 
Ph.D., one of the foremost linguists of 
the world, who has been elevated to full 
secretary of the American Bible Society. 
Other full secretaries are three other 
ministers, the Rev. Paul A. Collyer for 
Europe and Latin America, the Rev. 
Layton E. Holmgren for Asia, Africa and 
the Pacific Islands, and the Rev. Richard 
H. Ellingson for the United States. Dr. 
Nida is in charge of translation work. 


INDIA BEING HINDUIZED 


Dr. Eddy Asirvatham, professor of 
political science at Nagpur University in 
India has warned against the attempt to 
Hinduize India. Under the constitution 
India was to be a secular state but Hindu 
leaders are attempting to make the state 
officially Hindu in religion. For example, 
a number of Indian states prohibit the 
killing of cows for any purpose, and 
there has been a Hindu movement to 
extend this throughout the country. 


RELIGIOUS FREEDOM IN NORWAY 

Parliament in Norway has been asked 
to change the law of the Jand in order 
to permit members of the free churches 
to teach religion in primary schools. At 
present only members of the state church 
have the right to do this. The free 
church leaders say that this means that 
Norway does not have the same religious 
freedom as other nations of the same 
cultural standard. 


PROGRESS AGAINST MAU MAU 

Great progress has been reported from 
many different missionary societies in 
Kenya in work among the Mau Mau 
terrorists. Some reports say that there 
has been an “overwhelming” religious 
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revival and that thousands of members 
of the Mau Mau have announced their 
conversion to Christ, and their conse- 
quent abandoning of the Mau Mau. 
These reports come from the Christian 
Council, from Africa Inland Mission 
workers. The Rev. K. N. Phillips of the 
A.I.M. says, “Day after day hundreds are 
openly leaving the Mau Mau.” 


NO UNION NOW 

As we predicted long in advance, the 
vote of the Presbyteries in the Southern 
Presbyterian Church went strongly 
against union with the northern church. 
Another vote cannot be taken for five 
years. 
TIME FOR MASS 

The City of Philadelphia, Personnel 
Department, Donald C. Wagner, Direc- 
tor, recently posted notices on the Bulle- 
tin boards of “All Offices, Boards, and 
Commissions” to the effect that any em- 
ployee should be excused tardinesses if 
he was attending mass for the Feast of 
the Immaculate Conception. 





LETTERS 

(Continued from page 2) 
themselves to pieces, and that “they shall 
prosper that love thee.” My disappointment 
came when I saw that you had overlooked 
the fact that the Balfour Declaration itself 
was the blunder, not the breaking of it. It 
was made under stress during the First 
World War because of pressure exerted by 
the Zionists in London, one of whom was a 
Jewish scientist who had the secret of TNT, 
an important and new explosive. Unless I 
am mistaken, an agreement was madc 
whereby the British promised the Zionists 
what they wanted in return for the formula 
for TNT. The result was the Balfour De- 
claration, which was in direct contradiction 
to previous treaties with certain Arab dig- 
nitaries. 

I cannot think that you have knowingly 
set forth that regardless of right or wrong, 
we must support the Zionists. That would 
be a most crass illustration of justifying the 
means by the end. In past written articles 
of yours you have admitted that Israel was 
taking Palestine unjustly and by violence, 
and would suffer for it. I could see no hint 
of that in the paragraph under question. 

In this particular case, I believe that the 
U.S. is supporting the Arab states from 
wrong motives—oil interests. I am disagree- 
ing not with your conclusion, but your ex- 
ceedingly strong implication that in our 
dealings with Israel their privilege of being 
the chosen people wipes out consideration 
of justice. 

Robert Hoffman 
Box 306 
Northfork, West Virginia 

I cannot accept the principle that the 
breaking of a morally wrong agreement 
constitutes moral wrong. Britain should 
never have made any commitment to the 
Arabs, and in such commitment would be 
wrong. God Himself gave the title deed 
of Palestine to the Jews, and anyone who 
occupies it, or bars Israel from occupying 
it, is going contrary to that which is 
morally right. When Lord Balfour made 
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his Declaration, he was doing that which 
was morally right; when Britain broke 
this agreement and returned to that which 
was merely expedient, she did wrong. If 
a man makes a rendezvous with a harlot 
and later promises his wife that he will 
be faithful only to her, and still later goes 
back on that promise to return to the 
harlot, he is doing wrong. The fact that 
the present movement of Israel is in blind 
unbelief may bring judgment upon Israel, 
but it does not remove from any other 
nation the obligation to support Israel. 
There is no justice apart from that which 
is promised by God. Whenever a nation 
has a choice to make that will involve in- 
justice of some sort no matter what - de- 
cision is made, the decision must be made 
in line with the higher justice. Then the 
nation should seek to help all who have 
been hurt by the decision. 
D.G.B. 

REVIEW APPRECIATED 

We would like to express to you our ap- 
preciation of the review of Dr. Nida’s book, 
Customs and Cultures, which appears in the 
January issue of Erernity. We have for- 
warded a copy of the review to him in 
Africa for I know he will be very much in- 
terested and pleased with the comments. 

We were also happy to see on the cover a 
picture of our friend, Bishop Berggrav and 
the article on “Invitation Words of the 
Bible.” 

Margaret T. Hills 

Associate, and Librarian 
American Bible Society 





SLICES FROM THE LOAF 
(Continued from page 5) 


make up the compound word are shown 
to be “hlaf” and “ord” or “weard.” In 
modern English we get “loaf-keeper” or 
“ward or keeper of the loaf.” Under the 
old feudal system where the laird or 
lord of the manor was the one who pro- 
vided the living for the serfs who worked 
for him, and as food was the sign of 
life, how better could they express their 
dependence upon him than to look to 
him as “keeper of the loaf’? 

Our Lord Jesus is “keepex of the loaf” 
in a unique way. He Himself is the 
Bread of Life (John 6:35). He is our 
spiritual Bread upon whom we feed. He 
is the Loaf from Heaven. It is rather 
interesting that He entered this world, 
being born of Mary at Bethlehem, which 
in Hebrew is “house of bread.” As we 
study the written Word concerning the 
Living Word it is as though we are 
feeding upon “slices from the Loaf.” 
How interesting is that line in the dis- 
ciples’ prayer: “Give us this day our 
daily bread” (Mt. 6:11). The Latin for 
Lord, “dominus,” is related to another 
word “domus,” which has to do with 
dwelling place. The Greek term, “kur- 
ios,” has to do with power and safety 
and security. 

May we be ever hungry for the Bread 
from Heaven. May we feed on slices 
from the Loaf. May we ever be in fel- 
lowship with “the Keeper of the Loaf.” 

Rok. K. 





_THE INVISIBLE WAR 
(Continued from page 2!) 


the major part of the Bible was written. 
There is no excuse for those that have 
lived since. The Lord Jesus’ a 

the disciples when they asked whether 
the calamity of the man born blind was 
caused by his own sin or that of his 
parents by a categorical, “Neither hath 
this man sinned, nor his parents; but 
that the works of God should be made 
manifest in him” (John 9:3). Here was 
a New Testament Job, chosen to suffer 
blindness from birth, that he might be a 
field of battle in the invisible war. The 
glory of God would be manifest in Him, 
and Satan’s impotence would be further 
displayed. 

When the last of Job's comforters had 
spoken, the Lord appeared to Job in or- 
der to end the battle that had been rag- 
ing about him and within him. The 
opening words of His message were 
words that repudiated their thesis: “Who 
is this that darkeneth counsel by words 
without knowledge?” (Job 38:2). Never 
perhaps was so much said in a phrase, 
and it could well be written on the title 
page of most of human philosophy. The 
Christian must disclaim it because God 
has already done so. It is an illustration 
of the declaration, “For it is written, I 
will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and 
will bring to nothing the understanding 
of the prudent. Where is the wise? 
Where is the scribe? Where is the dis- 
puter of this world? Hath not God made 
foolish the wisdom of this world? For 
after that in the wisdom of God the 
world by wisdom knew not God, it 
pleased God by the foolishness of the 
thing preached to save them that be- 
lieve” (1 Cor. 1:19-21). 


Job had been right in maintaining. his 
integrity before the comforters. He knew 
God well enough to know that salvation 
came from God and not from man. We 
have no historical statement in the Bible 
that links Job with any of the prophets 
to show a contact with the stream of 
truth that came through the revelation 
of God about the Saviour, the Lamb, 
but most certainly Job had such know- 
ledge. He had cried out to his adver- 
saries: “For I know that my redeemer 
liveth, and that he shall stand at the 
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latter day upon the earth; and though 
after my skin worms destroy this body, 
yet in my flesh shall I see God” (19:25). 
He further knew that God had a defin- 
ite plan for all His redeemed, and that it 
was best to be in that plan. He said, 
speaking from his ulcered condition on 
the ash heap, “For he performeth the 
thing that is appointed for me: and 
many such things are with him” (23:14). 

When God revealed Himself to Job, 
however, there was a great change in his 
attitude. He who had withstood the 
philosophers for more than thirty chap- 
ters listened in silence when God spoke. 
Then he answered in one of the great 
climaxes of human faith: “I have heard 
of thee by the hearing of the ear: but 
now mine eye seeth thee. Wherefore I 
abhor myself, and repent in dust and 
ashes” (42:5, 6). 

Then the Lord showed His wrath 
against the philosophers and ordered 
them to bring a blood sacrifice. Finally, 
a most moving incident is recorded. Job 
prayed for these men who, in the midst 
of his suffering, had caused him so much 
misery. It was a revelation of the for- 
giving character of his heart, of the love 
of God that dwelt within him. The Lord 
canceled Satan’s permit to touch Job, 
put back the hedge for his protection, 
and restored him the outward marks of 
divine favor. We read, “And the Lord 
turned the captivity of Job when he 
prayed for his friends; also the Lord 
gave Job twice as much as he had before” 
(42:10). 

There have been many thousands of 
Christians who have passed through fires 
as fierce as Job’s and who have come 
out unscorched. Some have ended this 
life without seeing their vindication and 
triumph before their earthly enemies. 
That must wait until the day when all 
such wrongs shall be made manifest be- 
fore all Heaven and earth. But though 
we may suffer without seeing the double 
restoration of lost goods, there is one de- 
tail in the mathematics of God’s love 
that should bring great comfort, cour- 
age, and hope to the Lord’s people when 
they are put in the furnace of adversity. 
They can never lose their children. They 
may go to the cemetery and see the 
casket containing their remains lowered 
into the ground, but the loved ones who 
have gone are still the children of their 
parents. 

The opening lines of Job’s epic had 
given an inventory of his possessions. He 
had seven sons, three daughters, seven 
thousand sheep, three thousand camels, 
five hundred yoke of oxen, and five 
hundred she asses. In the last paragraph 
of the narrative, after the statement that 
the Lord gave Job twice as much as he 
had before, there is the new inventory 
of his possessions. There are fourteen 
thousand sheep, six thousand camels, a 
thousand yoke of oxen, and a thousand 





she asses. The order of the inventory is 
inverted to teach us, more sharply, the 
great lesson of comfort. In the beginning 
the number of children was placed first, 
and just as the reader, having checked 
the items one by one, discovers that there 
are, indeed twice as many animals as 
Job possessed in the beginning, the 
number of the children is given, and it 
is, once more, seven sons- and three 
daughters. It takes a moment to realize 
that what God is saying by this is that 
sheep and camels and oxen and asses 
must be double in number because they 
have no eternal existence, but that in 
giving Job seven more sons and three 
more daughters Job now had fourteen 
sons and six daughters. Half of them 
were living at home with him and the 
other half had moved to the Heavenly 
Father’s house where Job would meet 
them in the morning. That is true for 
every Christian parent who has lost a 
child. Our loved ones are safe in His 
keeping. If you have four children and 
one dies, never say that you now have 
three children. Say that you have four, 
and that one of them has gone to 
Heaven. 

Such battles as that which was waged 
in the soul and body of Job are being 
fought in every part of the world every 
day. In homes for incurables, in the 
lives of many of the blind, of the de- 
formed, yes, in the lives of outwardly 
robust men and women who have the 
iron of conflict in the soul, the battles 
rage. Sometimes, as in the case of Job, 
God Himself indicates the Christian in 
whom He is prepared to give battle to 
the enemy. At times Satan comes with 
a sneer telling God that He is unwilling 
to fight in some believer who appears 
to be weak. 

We may close this chapter with an 
illustration of such. a conflict. It is not 
actually recorded in the Bible, but we 
know that it happened because it is 
possible to reconstruct the story from a 
later incident which implies that which 
is not written. We shall tell the story 
and then substantiate it with collateral 
proof from the words of our Lord Him- 
self. One day Satan came to the Lord 
Jesus Christ. and sneered at the motley 
company that followed Him as disciples. 
Were these to be compared with the 
noble creatures who graced the courts 
of Rome or the learned halls of Athens? 
What did the Lord think He would be 
able to do in the invisible war by such 
tatterdemalion disciples? And above all, 
this fellow Simon! If Satan had a chance 
to blow on him, pouff! Simon would be 
blown away like a bit of straw. The idea 
in the challenge seems to be that Satan 
is suggesting to the Lord that the only 
thing that keeps weak followers in line 
is the hedge of the Lord. Men will not 
stand and avail themselves by faith of 
the power that has been provided but 
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will crumple before the first blast of 
Satan’s onslaught. 

This incident took place, even though 
there is no primary record of it in Scrip- 
ture. We reconstruct it from the fact 
that the Lord Jesus came to Peter and 
said, “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath 
desired to have you, that he may sift you 
as wheat” (Lk. 22:31). Satan made the 
request; the Lord says so. But is there 
some indication of Simon’s failure in 
the fact that the Lord does not call him 
by his new name of Peter, nor does He 
address him as Simon Peter? Instead he 
repeats the human name, “Simon, 
Simon,” which perhaps is derived from 
a Greek word suggesting characteristics 
of vascillation and weakness. There was 
certainly nothing in Simon that could 
resist the winds of Satan. But Satan was 
permitted to blow his fury against the 
weak disciple. What happened? The 
chaff was winnowed and the wheat re- 
mained. When it was all over, there was 
less of Simon and more of Peter, which 
means “rock.”” He had long since been 
made a partaker of the divine nature, 
but he had to become aware of the 
nothingness of his own self-inheritance 
in which he had so long boasted. The 
secret of the victory lay in the interces- 
sion of Christ: “But I have prayed for 
thee, that thy faith fail not; and when 
thou art converted, strengthen thy breth- 
ren” (v. 32), The term “converted” has 
no reference to regeneration, which had 
taken place long before in the life of 
Simon who had become Peter. This is 
made sure by the fact that the Lord re- 
fused to wash Peter’s head and hands in 
the upper room, but told him definitely 
that he was already clean through the 
word that had been spoken unto him 
(John 13:10; 15:3). The “conversion” 
was a spiritual turning within the-Chris- 
tian, and such may take place many 
times in the couse of life though the 
implanting of new life can take place 
but once. 

At all events, Satan blew his winds 
against Peter; the chaff was taken out; 
the wheat remained; the disciple became 
one of the most stalwart, the instrument 
of God’s power and might; men took 
knowledge of him that he had been with 
Jesus; and the day came when he laid 
down his life as a martyr for the name 
of his Lord. 

Let us be watchful that when such bat- 
tles come to those near us that we may 
be quick to comprehend what is happen- 
ing in the lives of our loved ones, lest 
we be like Job’s wife; and when the bat- 
tle swirls within our own being, let us 
remember that our Lord will never per- 
mit that we be tested above that we are 
able but will with the testing make a 
way of escape ‘that we may be able to 
bear it (1 Cor. 10:13). 


(To Be ContTinuep) 
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MEDITATIONS 
(Continued from page 17) 


HE LAID IT UPON MY MOUTH (6:7) 


Death is within us al, but we do not 
realize it until we have come into close 
contact with the life and light of God. 
Then suddenly we are brought to know 
what we really are. When we acknow- 
ledge it, He then makes known to us 
what He really is in His essential heart 
of love and grace. Isaiah was a prophet, 
and therefore was more conscious of his 
mouth and lips than of other parts of his 
being. Analysis shows me that I have al- 
ways thought in terms that would accept 
a broken arm before a bad cold, for my 
voice is most essential to my calling. It 
must have been more so with Isaiah. It 
was in his lips he sensed his greatest 
pollution, and here it was that the Lord 
brought the cure. For Isaiah was now to 
go on to greater heights of usefulness for 
God and for this he needed a fresh 
cleansing and a new empowering. 


Lord, touch all our senses. 


BEHOLD, THIS HAS TOUCHED YOUR LIPS (6:7) 

There was no virtue in the coal itself, 
nor was there merit in the tongs which 
held the coal, nor was there essential 
power in the seraph who brought the 
coal. The power, the merit, the virtue 
were all from God because there is no 


* blessing apart from God. But since we 


are creatures of time and sense He stoops 
to use things which we can see in order 
to bolster our feeble senses. There is no 
worth in the liquid water of baptism, 
nor in the bread and wine of the com- 
munion; nevertheless God uses these 
things to remind us that beneath and 
beyond the things which we feel and 
taste and see there are the invisible 
realities of grace that are communicated 
to us by Him. But it is faith that lays 
hold on these things and makes them 
realities. An unsaved man may be bap- 
tized or taste of the communion, but 
there is nothing more than water and 
bread for him. Faith touches these things 
and takes us beyond them into the 
Heavenlies for realization. 


Lord, take us beyond sense. 


YOUR GUILT IS TAKEN AWAY, YOUR SIN IS 
COVERED (6:7) 

The cleansing goes far beyond the 
lips, even to Isaiah’s very heart. It must 
not, for a moment, be thought that 
Isaiah was experiencing the cleansing of 
regeneration—he had been saved long 
before this. This was the cleansing for 
service. If a man is to be used of God 
he must have special preparation. The 
Lord Jesus came to baptize us with the 
Holy Spirit and with fire (Mt. 3:11). As 
a piece of clay is put into the fire by the 
potter in order to bake the glaze and fix 
the pattern so the Lord comes to cleanse 
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by fire, and to bring us forth in the in- 
creasing image of the Saviour. Let us 
never forget that in addition to the 
cleansing which is instantaneous at our 
salvation there is a further, progressive 
cleansing which is urged upon us by 
God: “If a man purge himself from 
these”’—all that is of “wood and earth’— 
“he shall be a vessel unto honor” (2 
Tim. 2:21). 

Lord, burn us with the deeper cleansing. 
AND | HEARD THE VOICE OF THE LORD (6:8) 

When I was first learning to fly, in a 
little Curtis JN-4, with open cockpit, the 
pilot, seated in front, pointed to some- 
thing on the earth and shouted in his 
loudest voice. I could not hear a word 
he said. He nosed the ship into a glide 
and turned down the motors. This time, 
when he shouted, I heard him. easily. 
Many of us have our motors racing too 
wildly to hear what the Lord says. But 
when we have gone through the purging 
experiences of the deeper cleansing His 
voice will come through with simple and 
effective power. His whisper will become 
an imperative shout. This is the reason 
why God must often bring us to hard 
places in life. He is seeking to silence 
the voices which drown His own, and 
bring that stillness into the soul in which 
we can catch every word.that He speaks 
to us. 

Lord, make us quiet. 
WHOM SHALL | SEND? (6:8) 

The seraphs are not the instruments 
which God will use for His purposes 
among men—only members of the human 
race can do His highest bidding. This is 
an amazing fact, and leads us into the 
deepest truths of the sovereignty and 
purposes of God. Angels have brought 
a few messages from God to men, but 
angels never preached the gospel. The 
nearest they got to it was when one of 


. their number was chosen to announce 


the birth of Christ to Mary and when 
the Heavenly host praised God in the 
presence of the shepherds who were in 
the fields watching their flocks the night 
that Jesus Christ was born. For all of the 
preaching of salvation or judgment men 
must be found to do His bidding. God 
will never save any man apart from the 
ministry of another saved man. The sal- 
vation of some individuals in the earliest 
dispensations of God's dealings with 
men may be exceptions, and Abraham's 
experience is the last thus recorded. 
After that it was always through men. 
Lord, cause us to realize our place in 
Thy work. 

WHO WILL GO FOR US? (6:8) 

There are no men drafted into the 
service of the Lord. The first requisite 
for His work is that there be complete 
willingness. Only when we are willing 
shall we know the coming of the call to 
work and enter into possession of the 
power to do the work. All ranks in the 
Lord’s army are volunteers. Here the 








triune God announces His purposes and 
calls for men to do His. will. He talks 
with Himself—Who will go for us? This 
is the Father speaking to the Son and to 
the Holy Spirit, that is, to His eternal 
wisdom and His eternal power. If this 
call had been addressed to angels there 
would have been myriads who would 
have come with the speed of light. But 
the call is addressed to men, and there 
are few prepared to hear. The call is 
as actual today as it was in the day 
when Isaiah heard it. 

Lord, unstop our ears. 
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THEN SAID |, HERE AM | (6:8) 

Isaiah could never have come to the 
place of willing yieldedness if he had not 
passed through all the courses in the 
school of preparation. If we are to be 
used of God we must realize this fact 
and study deeply in this same school. 
There are many of us who profess to 
have seen God’s holiness, who claim to 
have acknowledged and confessed our 
sins, and who testify to having received 
forgiveness and cleansing. How can we 
know the difference between such’ ex- 
periences when they are genuine and 
‘such experiences when they are counter- 
feit? Must not the answer lie in our 
response to the call? If you think you 
have passed this way you must ask your- 
self if your will is yielded to God. You 
must ask whether you are still upon the 
throne of your life or if you have laid 
the crown at the feet of the Lord in full 
surrender. 

Lord, teach us how to offer ourselves. 


SEND ME (6:8) 

Isaiah had no advance knowledge olf 
what his mission would be. It was going 
to be a task that would sear his soul as 
he would be caused to pronounce the 
severest judgments upon his own people. 
But there is no hesitation now. He has 
seen the glory, the holiness, and his sin. 
He has known the cleansing fire and has 
heard the summoning voice. That is 
enough. Ninety per cent of knowing the 
Lord’s will consists in being: willing to 
do it before you know what it is. We 
are not coming to God for a conference 
on methods, we are reporting for duty 
with a full commitment to Christ that 
is greater than the commitment that a 
soldier makes to the nation when he 
joins the armed forces. The soldier may 
offer his body and little more but we 
do not say, “Here is my body, send it.” 
Our commitment is the handing over of 
our essential being—‘‘Here am I, send 
me.” 

Lord, as best we know, may we yield. 


GO AND SAY TO THIS PEOPLE (6:9) 

It must have been a frightful shock to 
Isaiah to learn that he was commis- 
sioned to speak judgment to his own 
people. We can well imagine the feel- 
ings of a French aviator during the oc- 
cupation of his country by the Germans 
if he had been ordered to go and bomb 
his native village. He would sce all the 
familiar landmarks coming toward him 
with high speed, would know every lane 
and turning, and finally the church and 
school he had known as a child would 
come into his sights and it would be 
“Bombs away!” It would be so pleasant 
if we did not have to tell men that they 
are lost. Oh! if only we did not have 
to’ include eternal punishment in our 
preaching! Some cowards turn away 
from the doctrine of Hell because of 
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their own emotional involvement. We 
do not choose our message, we deliver 
it. 
Lord, make us scrupulously faithful. 

HEAR INDEED BUT UNDERSTAND NOT (6:9) 

The prophet has seen the vision and 
heard the call for volunteers. He has an- 
swered that call and is now sent to per- 
form a duty that is strange, sad, and ex- 
traordinary. His commission is nothing 
less than the blinding, the deafening, 
and the hardening of his own nation. 
But we must say immediately that this 
process is not an unjust action on the 
part of God, but rather the revelation of 
His necessary judgment upon the hearts 
of those who wilfully oppose Him. There 
is nothing here that is inconsistent with 
His nature. Rather we find here the 
teaching that the coming forth of sover- 
eign grace will bring life to those who 
are quickened and will reveal the true 
nature of those who trample the truth 
under foot. If there are many who are 
deprived of all the advantages of the 
gospel it is because of the nature of their 
being. They will not come, therefore 
they are hardened. 

Lord, give us tender hearts toward Thee. 


SEE INDEED BUT PERCEIVE NOT (6:9) 

The light shows the nature of the be- 
ing that sees it. It has been pointed out 
that if a bright light is taken into a barn 
at night all the unclean creatures of the 
darkness, the rats and the mice who love 
darkness, flee from the light and rush to 
the darkness which they love. But the 
fowls and the barn animals will come to 
the light, to see who is carrying it, per- 
haps with the thought of obtaining some 
blessing of food. The lantern comes into 
the darkness for judgment, and exposes 
the true state of all—what they really are, 
and what must be their natural place 
according to that nature. The light of 
the lantern does not alter any of the 
creatures—it only reveals them. It does 
not turn that which was otherwise clean 
into unclean. Thus the truth of God 
reveals the same differences in men. 

Lord, give us sight to see Thy light. 


MAKE THE HEART OF THIS PEOPLE FAT (6:10) 
In the past few years the insurance 
companies have given widespread pub- 
licity to the fact that overweight kills. 
Every doctor knows that a man who is 
overweight has a layer of fat around his 
heart and that the muscles must, there- 
fore, carry a greater load of work and 
be strained to the point of destruction. 
Coronary diseases now are ranked among 
the greatest of. all the killers. There is 
a spiritual lesson to be found in this. 
The people of Israel had become pros- 
perous and their leaders were turned 
away from God. When men are prosper- 
ous they have the great temptation of 
thinking that they can stand by their 
own attainments and their own posses- 
sions. They feel a measure of economic 





security and, having come to trust in 
themselves, they refuse to lean on the 
living God. Prosperity is perhaps the 
greatest danger that can come to any 
Christian. Trusting in self brings fatness 
of the heart and spiritual death. 

Lord, may the new heart dominate us. 


MAKE THEIR EARS HEAVY (6:10) 

The importance of this prophecy must 
not be overlooked; it is found seven 
times in the Bible—here and in six 
quotations in the New Testament. Our 
Lord used this text to explain why those 
who did not have (new life in Christ) 
should have taken away from them even 
that (understanding) which they had 
(Mt. 13:14; Mark 4:12; Lk. 8:10). 
The Holy Spirit uses this verse to ex- 
plain why the people were blinded even 
when Christ was performing many 
mighty works among them (John 12:38). 
This is the verse that is used by Paul 
to explain his turning from the Jews 
in order to take the gospel to the Gen- 
tiles (Acts 28:26, 27). The Holy Spirit 
uses the verse through Paul in telling 
the Roman Christians why there was 
only a remnant of Israel that believed— 
the rest were hardened according to this 
prophecy (Rom. 11:8). There is no verse 
in the Bible more calculated to reveal 
what we are until we have been touched 
by grace. 

Lord, ever touch us. 
SHUT THEIR EYES (6:10) 

The. Hebrew is literally “smear their 
eyes.” Elsewhere it is shown that the 
blame was entirely theirs. Here the 
hardening and the blindness is traced 
to their refusal of teaching, but else- 
where it is flatly stated that this is be- 
cause of their wicked disposition. It 
should be noted that it is not the wrath 
of God that hardens the heart of men, 
but the grace of God. In the Gospels we 
read that it was the coming of Christ as 
the Light which revealed the dark blind- 
ness of men (John 9:39). By manifesting 
all grace and truth the Lord showed 
what men really were. He “went about 
doing good, and healing all that were 
oppressed of the devil” (Acts 10:38). He 
told them that He was the Light and 
told them that while they had Him as 
the Light they should believe in the 
Light, in order that they might become 
the sons of Light (John 12:36). It was 
when He had said this that He hid 
Himself from them. 

Lord, penetrate us with Thy light. 
LEST THEY . . . TURN AND BE HEALED (6:10) 

Turning, or conversion, or repentance 
(for they are all the same) is a definite 
part of the gospel. We are to preach 
these things though we know that there 
will be many who will not hear, see, or 
act. Truth must be proclaimed though 
we know it will be trampled under the 
feet of those to whom it is taught. It 
must be enough for us that we proclaim 
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“I'm no prophet, but I'll wager 
that anyone who sees this will 
get plenty of good out of it!” 
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it faithfully, looking not for fruit but 
for the glory of God. There will be some 
who will believe, but in general the 
majority of men will be hardened by the 
truth of grace as we preach it. The con- 
solation in this passage for those who 
witness for Christ is invaluable. We are 
never to be slowed down by the lack of 
visible fruit, for we are sent to witness. 
It should be noticed, also, that Isaiah’s 
message was not to the pagan world 
but to the religious world, and it is here 
that we must expect the deafest ears, 
the darkest eyes, and the hardest hearts. 

Lord, make us to persevere. 


THEN SAID I, “LORD, HOW LONG?” (6:11) 
God does not dehumanize us when we 
are saved. If our finger is pricked we still 
bleed, and if our hearts are crushed we 
still mourn. And yet the true minister 
must ever steel himself against his own 
emotions that hie may be faithful to God 
and exalt :Him and His righteousness 
even though it means the proclamation 
of judgment upon the nearest and 
dearest. We would have no confidence in 
a surgeon who cried out when he saw 
a mangled child. He must appear steely 
hard and in perfect control of himself 
and_the situation. Inside he may cry 
but outwardly he will radiate confidence. 
Here God lets us see the heart of Isaiah, 
though throughout the prophecy there 
will be little evidence of anything other 
than the stern voice carrying the words 
of judgment. : 
‘Lord, take our tears for Thyself. 


UNTIL THE CITIES BE WASTED (6:11) 

God answered the heart-rending cry 
of the prophet with words that were ter- 
rible, The fact that God would not make 
a full end is revealed to Isaiah in the 
next verse, and expanded throughout 
the prophecy. The full Biblical answer is 
to be found in the New Testament 
where we read, “I would not, brethren, 
that you should be ignorant of this my- 
stery, lest you should be wise in your 
own conceits; that blindness in part is 
happened to Israel, until the fulness of 
the Gentiles be come in” (Rom. 11:25). 
It is only then that all Israel living at 
that time, shall come to know the Lord 
Jesus as Messiah and God, and the curse 
shall come to its ultimate end. Israel 
must appear as dead before she shall be 
raised from the dead, for only thus is 
the glory of God manifested. Christ told 
Martha that if she would believe, she 
would see the glory of God (John 11:40). 
This took place not with Latarus dead 
but with Lazarus alive. Thus it will be 
with Israel. 

Lord, through judgment come 
swiftly to glory. 
A TENTH SHALL RETURN AND SHALL BE 
EATEN (6:13) 

A fuller translation would be: “And 
yet in it shall be a tenth, it shall return 
and it shall again be eaten up.” It is the 





word “again” that is the key to the 
prophecy. That which happened shortly 
after Isaiah’s' prophecy was not the com- 
plete fulfillment of these great words. 
We ‘know from many other prophecies 
that the time of Jacob’s trouble (Jer. 
30:7) is yet future. Christ, in His day, 
said that it was future (Mt. 24:15). The 
Holy Spirit, twenty-five years later, still 
announced it as future (2 Thes. 2:3), 
while long after the destruction of Jeru- 
salem in the year A.D. 70 we have the 
same judgments announced as future in 
the Apocalypse (Rev. 6:4, etc.). The na- 
tion refused to pay the tithes to the 
Lord, robbing Him (Mal. 3:8), but here 
He brings a tithe of the nation back 
to the land to judge it yet again. They 
are beginning to go back to the land to- 
day but their sorrows are not yet ended. 

Lord, bless Thy poor, deluded Israel. 


WHOSE ROOT SYSTEM REMAINS WHEN THE 
TREE IS FELLED (6:13) 

The KJV is very obscure here, and a 
better translation would be as follows: 
“As a terebinth tree or an oak, whose 
root system remains vital when they are 
felled: The holy seed shall be this root 
system.” I saw a young oak tree, scarcely 
more than twenty-five years old, de- 
stroyed by a tractor. The trunk was cut 
off level with the ground. The next year 
a little tree grew out of the great root 
system and was two feet high before the 
season was over. Within three years it 
was a thriving tree, and in another quar- 
ter of a century will almost have caught 
up with other trees originally planted 
at the same time it was. Thus Israel has 
a hidden vigor which will sprout out 
again even though the tree may have ap- 
peared to be dead for centuries. 


Lord, we thank Thee that Thou 
art Israel’s life. 


THE HOLY SEED SHALL BE THE ROOT SYSTEM 
THEREOF (6:13) 

Poor Calvin, after having assigned all 
the curses to Israel, takes the blessing to 
be the Church. But Scripture is nonsense 
if this be thus interpreted. Everything 
is of grace and the divine principle that 
is set forth here is the same as that which 
is found throughout Scripture. God, in 
sovereign grace, has His elect remnant 
in Israel, and this remnant shall be 
brought back and burst into life and 
vigor. The rest of the nations may pass, 
for there is no divine life among the 
Hittites and the Hivites, but Israel shall 
live forever. The same principle applies 
to us who believe. The outward man 
may perish but the inward man is re- 
newed day by day (2 Cor. 4:16). Death 
may cut down the body but the resurrec- 
tion will bring the redemption’ of our 
bodies, and their flowering forth into 
His own likeness when we see Him as 
He is (1 John 3:2). 

Lord, we thank Thee for life 
which cannot be uprooted. 
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FUTURE OF COMMUNISM 
(Continued from page 15) 


for world domination, but Germany 
failed. Japan entered World War II 
with the same dream of world dominion, 
but Japan failed. As far as the Scrip- 
tures reveal the course of the present 
age, they point to the conclusion that 
it is impossible for Russia or for any 
other nation to achieve a world govern- 
ment of a real character during this 
present age of grace. 


Russia Headed for Military 
Disaster 


A second important line of truth is 
found in chapters 38 and 39 of Ezekiel. 
Much has been written and said con- 
cerning this passage of Scripture which 
reveals the great battle of Gog and 
Magog. Most Bible students who have 
attempted to interpret the passage liter- 
ally have come to the conclusion that 
in these two chapters in Ezekiel’s 
prophecy there is portrayed a future 
military invasion of the land of Pales- 
tine by a great army which sweeps down 
from the north. Ezekiel begins with this 
pronouncement in which God speaks of 
the people who will participate in the 
invasion: “The word of Jehovah came 
unto me, saying, Son of man, set thy 
face toward Gog, of the land of Magog, 
the prince of Rosh, Meshech, and Tu- 
bal, and prophesy against him, and say, 
Thus saith the Lord Jehovah: Behold 
I am against thee, O Gog, ame of 
Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal 
(ASV). 

If the terms are traced—such as 
“Rash” which is close to the word 
“Russia,” and “Meshech” which many 
say refers to the city of Moscow—a clear 
identification can be made in this por- 
tion of Scripture of a great army com- 
ing down from Russia upon the land 
of Palestine. This is confirmed by the 
fact that the army comes from the 
north. 

Furthermore, the time of the invasion 
is described in two sentences: it is first 
declared specifically to occur in “the 
latter days,” and then, also, it is de- 
scribed as occurring in a time “when 

. Israel dwelleth securely.” Israel is 
not dwelling securely, or at rest, today 
in any real sense of the word. We all 
know of the tension which exists in 
the land of Palestine. Prophecy reveals 
that after the Church has been taken 
home to glory the head of the revived 
Roman Empire is going to enter into a 
contract with the Jewish people. In 
that agreement he is going to offer 
them protection with the result that 
Israel will return to Palestine in even 
greater numbers than we have seen in 
recent days. They will dwell securely. 
not because they have an army of their 
own, but. because they are under the 
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protection of this Gentile ruler. Ap- 
parently, the battle that is pictured in 
Ezekiel 38 will occur during the first 
half of that last seven-year period lead- 
ing to the second coming of Christ to 
establish His kingdom in the world, 
possibly just preceding the beginning 
of the last three and one-half years, 
called the “great tribulation.” 


Chapter 39 of the Book of Ezekiel 
reveals what happens to this army. 
Here is something that would really 
make news. If something should happen 
today which should suddenly destroy 
the military might of Russia, we can 
be sure it would be most dramatic 
news. According to the Word of God, 
that very thing is going to occur. As a 
result of the slaughter of the Russian 
army by a judgment from God, there 
will be a sudden shift of military 
power. With Russia out of the way, 
the head of the revived Roman Empire, 
in control of the Mediterranean area 
at that time, will be able to proclaim 
himself as dictator of the whole world. 
There will be, accordingly, a fulfillment 
of the Scriptures which prophesy that 
the Roman government of that time 
will not only rule over all the territory 
of the ancient Roman Empire, but will 
extend its suzerainty to every people, 
land, kindred, and tongue (cf. Rev. 
13:4-8). The thirty-eighth and _ thirty- 
ninth chapters of Ezekiel may well fit 
into the prophetic picture, and the de- 
feat of Russia and its military force 
may be the occasion of the establish- 
ment of the world government by the 
world rulers pictured in Scripture. If 
this point of view is correct and our 
interpretation of these passages sustain- 
ed, certain very definite conclusions can 
be reached. 

If it is necessary in that day for Rus- 
sia to move into the land of Palestine 
in order to attempt to conquer it by 
military force, it should be obvious that 
Russia then will not be in control of 
the entire world. In fact, Russia’s posi- 
tion at that time will be apparently 
very similar to what it is now—a great 
military power but not in control of 
the whole world. In other words, in- 
stead of being a world conquerer, Rus- 





sia, according to the prophetic - -Word, 
will be defeated at that time and put 
down as a military power. If this is the 
case, we can easily see how the events 


which have led us to the present hour | 
have been a divine preparation for the 
consummation of the -age. If one be- . 


lieves that the Lord may come for His 
Church at any moment, these prophe- 
cies can be fulfilled in the following 
order: 
1. The Church will be taken to 
Heaven. 
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2. [The Mediterranean area will be 
organized into a united states or 
confederacy of nations headed up 
by a ruler, the “prince that shall 
come” (Dan. 9:25). 

$. Under these circumstances, Russia 
will attempt to conquer the land 
of Palestine, but will miserably fail 
and its armies will be destroyed. 

4. Then, the revived Roman Empire 
will extend and exercise its power 
over the whole world until de- 
stroyed by Christ in His second ad- 
vent (Dan. 2:44-45). 

All of these events are portrayed in 
the Word of God and subject to future 
fulfillment. Concerning the question of 
the future of Communism, the Word of 
God points very definitely to the con- 
clusion that Russia will never conquer 
the entire world. As far as the Bible is 
concerned,. there is no room for a world 
government by the Russian armies. 
Communistic Godlessness Destined 

to Be World-Wide 

However, there is a third line of 
truth which is the most important part 
of this study. The Scriptures seem very 
clear that Russia, as a political power, 
will never dominate the world, power- 
tul as it is today. But there is plain 
teaching in the Bible concerning the 
continuation of that form of godlessness 
which is found in Russia. We find in 
our present generation an unparalleled 


phenoménon in the entire history of 
the world in the religious character of 
the Communistic system. It has been 
pointed out that Communism is basic- 
ally a religion. The unusual thing 
about it is that that kind of religion 
is not confined to Russia and it would 
not die if Russia were destroyed. Com- 
munism is based upon a godless philos- 
ophy, that is, materialism or a belief 
that there is no God. 

In examining in the Scriptures the 
picture of the religious character of the 
future time of the great tribulation, it 
is observed that there is an amazing 
similarity to the religious character of 
Communism as it exists today. In fact, 
the same kind of materialistic blas- 
phemy against God which characterizes 
Communism today will be carried over 
into the religion of the Antichrist. 
While Communism will not be perpetu- 
ated as a political movement, it appar- 
ently will be perpetuated as a religion. 

This is confirmed by a study of Dan- 
iel 11:36-39. In this passage a revela- 
tion is given concerning the king who 


will come. This king is none other 


than the head of the revived Roman 
Empire and, as such, he is the one who 
is destined to be the dictator of the 
wholé world. This passage teaches that 
the king not only exalts himself above 
man, but actually exalts himself above 


every god. 
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What may be learned from this por- 
tion of Scripture? It teaches that the 
absolute ruler of the world in the time 
of the coming great tribulation will 
have a form of religion that is prac- 
tically identical to what is found in 
modern Communism. Russia is the first 
great nation in all history which has 
embraced atheism—a denial of God—as 
its official religion. The world ruler 
here, described as this king, will have 
a similar kind of religion described as 
honoring “the god of fortresses.” Just 
what is “the god of fortresses”? It is 
military power personified: That is the 
only god Communism has—military 
power. Communists worship power, and 
this future world dictator will worship 
power also. 

A companion passage to Daniel in 
the New Testament is Revelation 13. 
In this chapter we have a picture of the 
same person, now described as the 
“beast out of the sea,” the one who is 
going to rule over the whole world. 
The passage reveals how he will receive 
his power from Satan who is described 
as the dragon. The question is asked: 
“Who is like unto the beast? and who 
can make war with him?” This question 
relates to military power. As indicated 
above, the god of that day will be a 
god of military power, a god of mater- 
ialism, and a god utterly contrary to 
the Christian faith. This person will 
continue for forty-two months. He be- 
gins the world-wide character of his 
reign at the time of the beginning of 
the great tribulation. At that time he 
sets himself up as the world dictator 
and takes power over the whole world. 
He will continue for the last three and 
one-half years preceding the second 
coming of Christ to establish. His king- 
dom. The character of this evil person 
is described in Revelation 13:6-8 and 
one can almost hear the blasphemy of 
Communists as these verses are read. 
The beast will become the object of 
worship of the whole world and be the 
embodiment of military power. 


There is one thing in Communism 
which will continue and that is the 
religion of materialism. After the 
Church is taken home to glory the same 
kind of blasphemy, unbelief, and rebel- 
lion against God as characterizes the 
Communistic movement today will seize 
the world as a whole and be headed up 
in this one world ruler. This world 
dictator will be .an absolute monarch, 
but his rule will be characterized by an 
atheism and a materialism which denies 
God just as Communism now. 


As we face Communism in our day, 
we need not fear that as a political 
force it will dominate the world. We 
should use every means to contain it 
and to keep it from spreading, but it is 
quite obvious according to the Word of 
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God that, as a political system, it will 
never conquer the world. 

But we do have something to fear, 
and even Christians, intelligent in the 
Word of God, do not always under- 
stand the implications of Communism. 
Our real enemy is the atheistic blas- 
phemy that is behind it. It is the un- 
belief in God and in Christ, and a 
turning away from belief in the God of 
the Scripture. Our real danger is the 
godlessness and the atheism of our day. 
Some will say there are not very many 
people who are atheists. Perhaps not, at 
least not the kind who stand on soap 
boxes and proclaim atheism. But there 
are many today who are living in prac- 
tical atheism; living as if God did not 
exist; living as if there were no Heaven, 
no Hell, no judgment, and no divine 
reckoning with ,human sin. It is the 
blasphemous unbelief in God behind 
Communism that is our real enemy. 


How to Fight Communism 


What conclusions may we draw from 
these facts as Christians? Certainly we 
need to oppose Communism in every 
way we can. But what is our approach? 

First of all, one of our best answers 
is to do what God has called us to do, 
to proclaim the gospel to the ends of 
the earth, to engage in evangelism, and 
in the missionary program of the 
church, to send out ambassadors of the 
cross. One of the best ways to counter 
Communism is to preach the gospel. 

Certainly, we need in our day Bible 
teaching. If a person comes to trust in 
Jesus Christ as his Saviour, and to trust 
in the Word of God, one does not have 
to fear that he will become a Com- 
munist. Communism and Christianity, 
true Christianity, simply do not mix. If 
a man felt that it was his life mission 
to combat Communism and the various 
ideas involved in it, the best way to do 
it would be to preach the gospel. 


Then, as we face the question of the 
future of Communism, may we turn to 
a question that is even more important, 
and that is the question of what is our 
own future. The Scriptures seem to 
indicate that Russia as a nation is 
destined sooner or later to fall, and 
that God is going to bring into judg- 
ment the blasphemy and unbelief that 
characterizes much of our day. But the 
real question for each one of us now 
is, Where do I fit into God’s future 
program? What is my future? Do I 
know that if I should be taken from 
this world God would take me home to 
glory because I have trusted in the Lord 
Jesus Christ as my personal Saviour? 
You can know your future, whatever the 
future of the world may be. You can 
know that you are safe, safe forever, if 
you are willing to trust in Jesus Christ 
as your own Saviour. END 
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all. They were a cross section of campus 
life—some athletes, some social leaders, 
some scholastic whizzes—but most just 
students. From the minute they landed 
at the Illini Union, convention head- 
quarters building, they plunged into a 
full program. Each day opened with a 
time set aside for personal devotions at 
6:45 and closed with small group prayer 
meetings in the dorms at 9:30. Between 
these were two hours of lectures on 
world conditions and service opportuni- 
ties, two hours of Bible and the personal 
spiritual life, and two of discussions. 
Students lived in Illinois dorms, ate in 
a central cafeteria, and attended sessions 
in a half dozen of the university's main 
buildings. 

When it came time to make appoint- 
ments for interviews with the 150 mis- 
sionaries, delegates stood a hundred deep 
waiting to sign up. Many of their dates 
were kept during meals. At set hours 
each day they could view documentary 
films from a dozen fields. Elaborate 
booth displays, 16 of them, prepared by 
IVCF and FMF chapters, told of vari- 
ous types of service and needs and op- 
portunities in different areas. Students 
kept the book room busy between ses- 
sions, with sales well over $1,500 a day. 

What these collegians heard during 
the week was not all old stuff, and a lot 
was none too complimentary. Along with 
the gratifying picture of what has been 
accomplished by mission work, speakers 
presented the shocking facts of world 
change—shifting populations and _poli- 
tical power, declining prestige for the 
westerner, nationalism—and what it’s 
doing to missionary opportunity and 
methods. Arthur Glasser warned, for in- 
stance, that it’s futile to refuse to face 
the world situation. We must know the 
times in which we live. Citing Colombia 
and China, he believes that the job of 
world evangelization will be completed 
by a suffering church. Dr. Paul White 
told them the present crisis calls for 
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better-than-ever training. William Na- 
genda assured them that missionaries are 
still wanted in most places, though they 
must go with the attitude of sharing, 
rather than as fathers and mothers. 

Perhaps the lectures that hurt the 
most were those on the need for basic 
spiritual reality. “You must be undone 
before you can be used of God to any 
degree,” Dr. A. W. Tozer declared. 
“Sidestepping the Great Commission by 
living our lives as we please will be 
futile,” said Dr. White. The Rev. Alan 
Redpath, Moody Church pastor, stressed 
the essential need for lives dedicated to 
Christ and filled with the Spirit. White 
was Clear and definite that the Hope of 
the World is the return of Christ. 


Dark as much of the world picture 
seemed, these students were not dis- 
couraged by it. Their response in the dis- 
cussion periods showed that they were 
prepared to do something about what 
they heard. Instead of denying the accu- 
sation of a low standard of evangelical 
life on this continent and the at-ease 
state of the church on the question of 
missions, they tried to find the solution 
to it. Tackling problems like race, they 
listened to views of foreign students and 
seemed ready to abandon all prejudice 
that they might go and identify them- 
selves with the world’s people. 

At a special tea called for foreign 
students, all of the 40 countries were 
represented. To the 120 registered for- 
eign students, 17 were added from those 
left on the Illinois campus with no- 
where to go for Christmas. Nagenda, a 
native Christian leader from Uganda in 
East Africa, broke down racial and na- 
tional reserve by casual and humorous 
treatment of the different skin colors in 
the group. Then he gave a simple ac- 
count of his own conversion to Christ. 
While many present were non-Christians, 
they listened intently to a brief plea for 
the gospel by David Adeney, missionary 
secretary of -IVCF. Reluctant to leave 
at the end of the scheduled hour, guests 
squatted on the floor oriental style and 
carried on another hour with an infor- 
mal discussion of Christianity in rela- 
tion to other religions. 

Not a few cases of conversion to Christ 
were reported from among convention 
delegates, and interviews with speakers 
and missionaries led to many a new ex- 
perience with the Lord and definite de- 
cision for Christian service. A sampling 
of student reaction turned up comments 
like these: “The Lord is certainly work- 
ing here,” “I'll never be the same again,” 
“When I came I was a new Christian 
and hardly knew what missions were. 
Now I, too, would like to be a mission- 
ary.” Quizzed on their plans, many an- 
swered like this: “I haven’t decided to 
be a missionary yet, but I want to know 
the Lord’s will for my life,” or “I’m de- 
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finitely considering a missionary career,” 
or “I hope to go to Thailand.” On the 
final night a standing demonstration 
showed that well over half decided either 
during the convention or previously to 
work toward becoming missionaries. 


Adeney, who was also director of the . 


program, watched the progress of events 
carefully and observed on the final day, 
“The real accomplishment of this con- 
vention is that students are arriving at 
an understanding of three things—the 
need for spiritual depth, the true world 
situation, and the absolute folly of an 
attitude of white supremacy.” 

Behind the overflow registration and 
startling show of informed interest at 
Urbana is the day-by-day operation of 
IVCF on campuses throughout the 
United States and Canada and of the 
International Fellowship of Evangelical 
Students in 14 countries. Founded 80 
years ago at Cambridge University in 
England, Inter-Varsity spread to Canada 
in 1938 and to the States a year or two 
later. The chapter work is usually built 
around a daily prayer meeting on cam- 
pus. A weekly fellowship meeting and 
occasional house parties are ways of 
drawing non-Christians in. Inter-Varsity 
members are notably persistent personal 
workers. This movement differs from 
other campus Christian organizations in 
that it is not only evangelistic, but is a 
training agency. Even on secular cam- 
puses, the emphasis is definitely mission- 
ary. IVCF is not a missionary sending 
society, but seeks to help young people 
face the claims of Christ on their lives 
while choosing their life work. Volun- 
teers are encouraged to contact the regu- 
lar established denominations and _ in- 
dependent boards. Thus the chapter em- 
phasis was the groundwork of the con- 
vention’s success. 

An impressive percentage of the 1,950 
delegates were won to Christ right on 
the campus, some very recently. One 
co-ed, saved around November 1, had 
hesitated attending the meeting for fear 
she would be unhappy without the usual 
parties of Christmas week. After two 
days there she said, “Somehow I don’t 
miss them.” 


Another new Christian at Ohio State 
University made an important decision 
when he joined the group bound for 
Urbana. He was a member of the Ohio 
State famous Marching Band and was 
slated to accompany the musical group 
to the Rose Bowl game on New Year's 
Day. Sensing that the Lord would have 
him at the convention instead, he dis- 
regarded the jeers of fellow students and 
gave up the honor of the Tournament of 
Roses. He has no regrets now that he 
shared in the missionary convention? 


An example of a non-Christian student 
from abroad was an Indian doctor at- 
tending a southern university. He 
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expressed great interest in convention 
announcements prior to December 15, 
but had no money when the time arrived 
to go. Fellow students chipped in to 
meet his need. At Urbana he was espe- 
cially fascinated by statements like, 
“Christianity is not a doctrine, but an 
experience.” He is friendly to the gospel, 
says he is searching for truth, wants to 
give his own religion a thorough try first. 

Many stories could be told of how 
students scraped, worked, saved, shared, 
and sacrificed to go and help others to 
go. A fellow at a Virginia university had 
only $10 toward the $60 he needed the 
morning the group was leaving. On a 
hunch he went to the bus station. There 
another student who had registered but 
was unable to go met him and gave the 
registration. Others hearing of his need 
took up a collection and bought his bus 
ticket. After arriving at Urbana funds 
came in for the rest. A collegian in Ohio 
prayed for funds to go and unexpectedly 
received a $500 scholarship. A group of 
Indian students at Toronto University 
are quite convinced that it was a miracle 
and answer to prayer that visa clearance 
came through from New Delhi when it 
seemed impossible. 

Illinois had the largest number pres- 
ent, 270. New York was next with 218, 
California with 140. Forty-five states and 
six Canadian provinces were represented. 
Fifty-seven were from Asia, 7 from 
Africa; 5 from the Near East, 18 from 
Latin America and the West Indies. Del- 
egates are enrolled at 262 secular schools 
and 60 Bible schools and seminaries. 

Climax of the week came New Year’s 
eve. Students from all countries, mission- 
aries, speakers, and staff workers heard a 
closing exhortation from IVCF general 
secretary C. Stacey Woods on the subject 
“Watchman, What of the Night?” And 
then, by contrast to the noisy celebration 
at places like Times Square in New 
York, the entire group united in a com- 
munion service—all one in Christ. 

What are these students going to do 
now? To begin with, they’re back at 
their books, carrying on in the light of 
new visions and decisions. What they 
do beyond that is, of course, a question. 
No figures are available on exactly how 
many who attended the 1946, 1948, and 
1951 conventions ever went to the for- 
eign fields, but it must be quite a few. 
They turn up often enough to impress 
mission leaders, many of whom credit the 
increase in.recruits in recent years from 
colleges and universities largely to IVCF 
work. The fact that 149 missionaries—60 
more than in 1951—from 80 boards were 
on hand to interview prospective candi- 
dates is proof enough of the significance 
they are putting upon what can hap- 
pen when Christian students look at 
both the “Changing World” and the 
“Changeless Christ.” END 
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THE SCOTT MISSION INC. 


A Venture In Christian Faith 
We Have A Story To Tell 


By Rev. M. Zeidman 


When we launched out in faith in 
1941, nearly fourteen years ago, as a 
nondenominational mission to pro- 
claim “The Gospel of Jesus Christ 
(as) the power of God unto salvation, 
to the Jew first and also to the Greek” 

. . we did so without any assured 
budget or support. Our motto was 
“Seek ye first the Kingdom of God 
and His righteousness, and all these 
things shall be added unto you.” 


Today the Scott Mission is carrying 
on a three-fold ministry of Christian 
service. 


Ist . .. There is our testimony in 
a community of over seventy thou- 
sand Jewish souls. 


2nd . . . There is our relief work 
which embraces a Christian service 
and ministry to all, irrespective of 
race, colour or creed. 


3rd... There is our over-seas tes- 
timony of aiding scores of individ- 
ual Jews, Hebrew Christian Be- 
lievers, and evangelists engaged in 
preaching and witnessing to Jews 
in Israel. The Scott Mission is a 
beehive of activity both Summer 
and Winter. During the Winter we 
feed free of charge, an average of 
500 men daily, or 3500 every week. 
At a cost of 35 cents per meal, that 
amounts to $1,225.00 per week. In 
addition, about 350 men, women 
and children per week are supplied 
with clothing, shoes, groceries, and 
other necessities of life. 


People often ask, “Mr. Zeidman, 
how do you do it? How do you man- 
age?” or “Where do you get the 
money required to carry on this stu- 
pendous Christian work?” A few 
weeks ago, a Jewish chemist asked the 
same question, “How do you do it?” 
and we answered, “Prayer: God sup- 
plies all our needs according to His 
riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” We 
make no high-pressure or spectacular 
appeals: we do not engage agents or 
solicitors; but Christian men and 
women everywhere are daily remem- 


bering the workers and the missionary 
work before the Throne of Grace. 


Scores of Jews and Hebrew Chris- 
tians in Israel and other countries in 
Europe appeal to the Scott Mission 
for food, clothing, and much needed 
medicine to heal the sick. Here is a 
typical letter received a few days ago, 
one of the many appeals that come to 
us daily. This letter is from a Hebrew 
Christian lady in Jerusalem. The let- 
ter speaks for itself: 


“Dear Mr. Zeidman:—Thank you 
very much for the two parcels you 
have sent me, one with clothing and 
the other food stuff. You cannot im- 
agine what these parcels meant to me 
and to my children,—they simply 
saved me in these difficult days. I am 
a widow and have three children. One 
has T.B., the second is not very nor- 
mal after having been hit by a bomb 
in the concentration camp in Poland. 
The third child, thanks be to God, is 
perfectly well, and goes to school. 
One child is 12 years old and needs 
shoes and clothing. The second is a 
girl and is 9 years old, also needs 
clothing (that is the one that has 
T.B.) and the little one is 7 years old, 
and is a girl. I am in a desperate sit- 
uation. I am not well, and have been 
operated on four times. It is difficult 
for me to write this letter, but what 
can I do? If I could only see my chil- 
dren provided for. Once more I want 
to thank you in the name of my chil- 
dren from the bottom of our hearts 
for your kindness and help. Yours 
gratefully. Signed, K. W. P.S. Please 
do not forget us, and continue to us 
as father and friend.” 

This Christ-like ministry merits 
your interest and fervent prayers 
“Brethren, pray for us . . . The grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
Amen.” (1 Thess. 5:25-28). For fur- 
ther information and literature on 
Jews and Judaism write to: Rev. M. 
Zeidman, 502 Spadina Ave., Toronto 
4, Canada. 

—ADV. 
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for Women in Tallahassee, Florida, is: 
‘The Half of Knowledge Is to Know Where to 
Find Knowledge.’ 
The New Chain Reference Bible is ‘Where’ to find 
the fullest spiritual truths and to gain the most com- 
plete knowledge of the Bible in the easiest way. For 
the past two years I have used the New Chain Refer- 
ence Bible and I have found it the best of them all.” 
Rimmer: “I feel that no student should 
be “without this | aid to Bible study and in- 
struction.” The Dr. Walter A. Maier: “I use the 


New Chain aaa Bible with continued delight 
Robert G. 


market today. I wish that every reader of the Bible 
and every student of the Bible had a copy of this 
unusually helpful Bible.” Dr. Charles E. Fuller: “I 
wish every preacher and teacher of the Word had a 
copy of this most usable and logical reference work.” 
Dr. J. A. : “I have never seen so much 
splendid help crowded into a single volume of the 
Bible.” The Late Dr. J. B. Tidwell: ‘““The New Chain 
Reference Bible is the best yet. It has more helps 
than any other Bible.” Dr. Leander S. Keyser: “The 
New Chain Reference Bible is a treasure-house of 
useful information. Surely, ,this i. the Bible that 
ought to be in every home.” Dr. Framer Smith: 
“I find that it surpasses Boat all “te real practical 
helps. To anyone desiring a better knowledge of the 
Scriptures I would say, examine this work before 


and would not be without it.” 

“This is to testify that I have used the Thempeen 
Chain Reference Bible for several years in my study 
of the Bible 


Rapidly Replacing Other Bibles —Has So Many More New Helps! 


nique chart showing Origin and Growth of the English 
Outline Studies aoa 
Cont ular History. 


Chapter of the New Testament. 
erses of the entire Bible. 


58 seep me eB 


Young eetings, etc. 
11. Special Bible Readings for private devotions and pub- 
fic services. New and different subjects. 
12. Bible Harmonies of the Lives of Moses and Paul. 
13. Portraits of Jesus. 


4. of the Messianic Stars. 

15. ati cause of the Babylonian Captivity. 

16. Chart of the Temple of Truth, illustrating the Ser- 
mon on the Moun’ 

17. Chart of Jesus’ Hours on the Cross. 

18. The Christian Workers’ Outfit. Of special value to soul 
winners. 

19. All Prominent Bible Classified, listing the 

hs Tenders in Barly" Hebrew History, Courageous 





Atlas of 12 colored maps with index for quickly locat- 


Other Features in Text 
printed cut in fall tader 2467 topic and sub-topsoe 
out in and 5 
by ty tomy 
32. Contrast of Great Truths of the Bible. Enabler 


I believe it is the very best on the 


ee study the Constructive and Destructive Forces of 
with the Bible verses printed out in full under such sub- 
jects as Faith—Unbelief, Love— Courage— 

33. Life Studies, such as Business 
tional Life, The Surrendered Li ete. 
Stories for Children. A list of 56 stories to be 
from the Bibleitself. 


of the Bible. 
and Judah given in Chronolog- 


43. Dictionary Material. 
44. Tables of Time, Money, Weights and Measures. 
Eleven New Features Added in the Third Improved Edition 


45. The Historical Bridge, covering interval between the 
Ee Caer heen ta History of tbe 
Apostles. 
Gospels, citing references in different 
where events are given. 
. Calendar of the Christian 
He Post-Resurrection Appearances of Jesus, illus- 


well-known paintings. 
| soo eaechse-anaN eg ane 


51. An Outline History of the Evangelistic and Missionary 
Work of the Barly Church, st 

52. The Ry a a eae or pa 

, With principal verses printed out 


Distances from Jerusalem 

Pg i oe ot 
55. Special Illustrated Maps Showing the J: 

neys of Jesus, yy and the Journeys ofthe Chikien 


af keeel bem Hees 4 are separate maps, 
mind you—not on one page. 
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buying any other Bible.” Dr. 
wish I could influence every Christian to purchase 
one of these Bibles.” 


Bob Jones, Sr.: ‘TI 


The Revised Version is given in the wide 
margin opposite the verses, wherever an im- 
portant difference in meaning occurs. 


Be Fair to Yourself! 
See this special Bible with its un- 
equaled practical helps before you 
buy any Bible—or you may regret 
it as others have. Ask your pastor 
about it. No other Bible is so high- 
ly praised by so many renowned 

Bible Students. 


SEND NOW 
for this 
big FREE 
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B. B. KIRKBRIDE eon ‘wees INC., 
Dept. £-363 K. of P. Bid 
Indianapolis, Indiana. 


C0 Without cost or obligation to me, send 
a copy of the big illustrated book, “A New 
Bible for a New Day,” and full particulars 
concerning the Third Improved Edition of 
your New Chain Reference Bible. 


(CO Send your special terms to Representa- 
tives. 


Name 




















